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Introduction 

Today, Ofqual have:  

• published a statement, analysis and decisions in response to the consultation on exceptional 

arrangements for awarding GCSEs, AS, A levels, Extended Project Qualification and Advanced 

Extension Award in maths 

• published an infographic on the process for awarding GCSEs, AS and A levels summer 2020 

and updated their information for students and schools and colleges films 

• launched their autumn series consultation (closing date will be 8 June). If you wish to 

provide a response to the consultation, please do so using the online response form.  

• updated their Guidance for teachers, students, parents and carers document and 

Information for Heads of Centre, Heads of Department and teachers on the submission of 

Centre assessment grades document 

• published the consultation decisions on the assessment and grading of vocational, technical 

and other general qualifications 

 

Ofqual proposals adopted/confirmed following consultation:  

• Exam boards will collect information from centres on centre assessment grades (CAGs) and 

their student rank orders in line with previously published information document 

• Exam boards will only accept centre assessment grades and student rank orders from a 

centre when the Head of Centre or their nominated deputy has made a declaration as to 

their accuracy and integrity 

• Heads of Centre do not need to make a separate declaration in relation to equalities law, but 

they will be reminded of their duties and how these should be implemented at centre level 

• Inappropriate disclosure of centre assessment grades and rank order information will be 

investigated by exam boards as potential malpractice (JCQ have published guidance on 

malpractice for summer awarding 2020 - https://www.jcq.org.uk/exams-

office/malpractice/jcq-guidance-on-malpractice-for-summer-awarding-2020)  

• Results will be issued in the same way this summer as in previous years 

• The process for the issue of results this summer will extend to all students wherever they 

are taking the qualification across the globe 

 

Confirmed decisions following consultation: 

Statistical model 

• Sensitivity will be given to smaller centres, and the reliability of the model will be monitored 

to ensure that particular groups of students are not disadvantaged 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/ofqual-gcse-and-a-level-consultation-outcomes-and-autumn-exam-series-proposals
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/886555/Analysis_of_consultation_responses_21MAY2020.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/887048/Summer_2020_Awarding_GCSEs_A_levels_-_Consultation_decisions_22MAY2020.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/887041/6614-4_Infographic_-_Process_for_awarding_GCSEs__AS_and_A_levels_summer_2020.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fRTyGmUJIrw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=guWxM1Z2sx8
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/consultation-on-an-additional-gcse-as-and-a-level-exam-series-in-autumn-2020
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/886978/6614-3_Summer_2020_grades_for_GCSE_AS_A_level_guidance_for_teachers_students_parents.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/887018/Summer_2020_Awarding_GCSEs_A_levels_-_Info_for_Heads_of_Centre_22MAY2020.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/887018/Summer_2020_Awarding_GCSEs_A_levels_-_Info_for_Heads_of_Centre_22MAY2020.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/886949/VTQ_consultation_decisions_22MAY2020.pdf
https://www.jcq.org.uk/exams-office/malpractice/jcq-guidance-on-malpractice-for-summer-awarding-2020
https://www.jcq.org.uk/exams-office/malpractice/jcq-guidance-on-malpractice-for-summer-awarding-2020


 
 
The statistical model has been modified as follows:  

• The statistical standardisation model will be given more weight over centre assessment 

grades where this increases the likelihood of students getting the grades that they would 

most likely have achieved had they been able to complete their assessments this summer 

• For larger centres/larger subjects greater weight will be placed upon historical data, whilst 

for smaller centres/smaller subjects greater weight will be placed upon CAGs. As an 

example, data from the previous 3 years may be used for A levels and previous 1 or 2 years 

for GCSEs, depending on when reforms took place. 

• The trajectory of centres’ results will not be included in the statistical standardisation 

process 

• The individual rank orders provided by centres must not be modified to account for 

potential bias regarding different students according to their particular protected 

characteristics or their socio-economic backgrounds 

• Heads of centre are responsible for carrying out their duties under equality law 

• Considerations for disadvantaged students will be built into the model 

 

Appeals 

• Students cannot challenge their centre assessment grade or their position in the centre’s 

rank order through an appeal. A student will be able to ask their centre to check whether 

they made an error when submitting a centre assessment grade and including them in the 

centre’s rank order. They will be able to raise a complaint to their centre if they have 

evidence of bias or that they were discriminated against; they could also pass such evidence 

on to the exam board who could investigate for potential malpractice. 

• The wording of the declaration to be made by the Head of Centre to confirm that the centre 

has undertaken an administrative check of the accuracy of the data it is submitting to the 

exam boards has been updated 

• Appeals cannot be based upon the process or procedure used by a centre 

• Students can ask a centre to check whether it had made a mistake when it submitted data 

about the student’s likely grade to the exam board 

• Centres can appeal to an exam board on the grounds that the exam board used the wrong 

data when calculating grades, and/or incorrectly communicated the grades calculated 

• An appeal brought on the grounds that a centre made an error in the data it submitted to 

the exam board must be supported by clear evidence that an error had been made by the 

centre 

• The exam boards will publish information on their appeal arrangements 

• Exam boards should only consider appeals submitted by centres, not by students directly. 

This also applies to private candidates. 

• Consent is not required from all students who might be affected by the outcome of an 

appeal before that appeal is considered 

• Where an appeal is brought on behalf of one or more (but not all) students in a centre’s 

cohort, the grades of those students not involved in the appeal will be protected 

• Appeals cannot be made against the operation or outcome of the statistical standardisation 

model 



 
 

• Decisions relating to the autumn series will not be confirmed until the consultation is 

completed on 8 June 

• The same provisions will apply to Extended Project Qualifications and to the Advanced 

Extension Award in maths as they do to GCSE, AS and A level qualifications 

For more information on decisions made following the consultation, please visit 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file

/887048/Summer_2020_Awarding_GCSEs_A_levels_-_Consultation_decisions_22MAY2020.pdf  

 

Decisions outstanding: 

Autumn exam series – also known as ‘the additional series’ 

Confirmed information 

This proposed autumn exam series is also being referred to as ‘the additional series’. It will act as a 

backstop to the summer arrangements and enable students to sit exams if: 

• they feel they could have demonstrated improved performance in an exam or if they need 

an improved result to progress onto the next stage of their education 

• there is not enough evidence for a calculated grade to be derived in the summer (this may 

include private candidates) 

The expectation is that centre which entered a candidate in the summer should be responsible for 

entering them for exams in ‘the additional series’ - this includes private candidates. There may be 

exceptions, including local arrangements between the student and the centre. 

For more information please visit https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/responsibility-for-

autumn-gcse-as-and-a-level-exam-series/centre-responsibility-for-autumn-gcse-as-and-a-level-

exam-series-guidance  

 

Regarding maths and English condition of funding, arrangements for these students will remain 

unchanged. 

The centre where the student is on roll from September will, therefore, continue to be responsible 

for entering them for the compliant qualifications. 

Where students receive a calculated grade of 4 or above in maths/English in August and wish to take 

exams in the autumn, the centre which was due to enter them in the summer should enter them for 

those exams. 

For more information please visit https://www.gov.uk/guidance/16-to-19-funding-maths-and-

english-condition-of-funding#summary  

  

Consultation  

A consultation will take place (ending on 8 June) to acquire views on the following: 

• The scope of the exam series – should exams be offered in all GCSE, AS and A levels? 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/887048/Summer_2020_Awarding_GCSEs_A_levels_-_Consultation_decisions_22MAY2020.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/887048/Summer_2020_Awarding_GCSEs_A_levels_-_Consultation_decisions_22MAY2020.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/responsibility-for-autumn-gcse-as-and-a-level-exam-series/centre-responsibility-for-autumn-gcse-as-and-a-level-exam-series-guidance
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/responsibility-for-autumn-gcse-as-and-a-level-exam-series/centre-responsibility-for-autumn-gcse-as-and-a-level-exam-series-guidance
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/responsibility-for-autumn-gcse-as-and-a-level-exam-series/centre-responsibility-for-autumn-gcse-as-and-a-level-exam-series-guidance
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/16-to-19-funding-maths-and-english-condition-of-funding#summary
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/16-to-19-funding-maths-and-english-condition-of-funding#summary


 
 

• The form of the exam papers – should they be the same as those normally taken in a 

summer exam series? 

• Non-exam assessment – the general approach to non-examination assessment, include 

whether should they be taken into account in the autumn series?  

• Should there be bespoke arrangements for Art & Design – perhaps a modified 15-hour task? 

• The approach to qualifications where results and grades are separately reported – for 

example, A level biology, chemistry, physics and geology and GCSE English language 

qualifications 

• The timing of the autumn exam series – for example, A level exams taking place during 

October (results published in December) and GCSE exams taking place during November 

(results published in February, with GCSE English and maths results published in January, as 

usual)? 

• Where exams should take place 

• Which result should stand – should the better results stand? 

• Reviews of marking and appeals – should the normal review of marking, moderation and 

appeal arrangements apply to the autumn series? 

• Certificates – should a replacement certificate be provided to students to show either their 

calculated grade or their grade from the autumn exam series? 

• Should exam boards be required to schedule opportunities for moderation for Project 

Qualifications in the autumn series? 

• Should the awarding body offering the Advanced Extension Award be allowed to decide 

whether they offer exams in the autumn exam series? 

 

For more details on the consultation please visit 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file

/887129/Consultation_on_an_additional_GCSE__AS_and_A_level_exam_series_in_autumn_2020.p

df  

 

 

Note: This update is based upon information released by Ofqual on 22 May 2020. 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/887129/Consultation_on_an_additional_GCSE__AS_and_A_level_exam_series_in_autumn_2020.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/887129/Consultation_on_an_additional_GCSE__AS_and_A_level_exam_series_in_autumn_2020.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/887129/Consultation_on_an_additional_GCSE__AS_and_A_level_exam_series_in_autumn_2020.pdf

