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Exams in 2022 

GCSE, AS and A level, Project, and Advanced Extension Award (AEA) in mathematics 
 
Jugjit Chima summarises the confirmed outcomes for exams in 2022 and the contingency arrangements if 
exams are cancelled due to public health issues and restrictions. 
 
 
Following the announcement of the joint DfE and Ofqual consultation outcomes on 11 November, the situation 
regarding summer 2022 exams – including contingency plans if exams are cancelled – is now clearer.  
 
The confirmation of these arrangements allows centres to plan for the summer exams series and ensure a 
robust procedure to determine Teacher Assessed Grades (TAGs), if they are required for use in the unlikely 
event that exams are not able to go ahead in summer 2022 due to the coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic. 
 
In this article, we highlight the details as confirmed by the DfE, Ofqual and JCQ and how they impact upon 
centres. 
 
 
‘Transition year’ 
 
Although it is the Government’s firm intention that students in England will take exams this summer, 2022 will 
be a ‘transition year’ that recognises disruption and, therefore, a range of measures and mitigations have been 
put in place to provide a safety net for students to ensure that they are not disadvantaged. 
Although there will be some adaptations in place for the November 2022 exams series, it is the intention that 
there will be a return to ‘business as usual’ and that exams will go ahead as normal in summer 2023. 
 
 
Mitigations 
 
To help ensure that exams and assessments can go ahead and are fair, the DfE and Ofqual have put in place 
a range of mitigations. These include: 
 

• Adaptations to non-exam assessment   

• Adaptations to exams and exam aids in some GCSE subjects; advance information about the focus of 

the content of exams in the majority of GCSE, AS and A level subjects 

• Timetabling of exams to reduce the risk of students missing all exams in a subject 

• Students who miss one or more exams in a subject being able to achieve a grade through the special 

consideration process, as long as they have completed the assessment for at least one component of 

the qualification 

 
 
Non-examination assessments 
 
Some changes have been made to the way non-exam assessments that are used in some GCSE, AS and A 
level subjects are taken. 
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Where a GCSE, AS or A level includes non-exam assessment (NEA), such as dance, design and 
technology, drama (and theatre), film studies, food preparation and nutrition, media studies, 
music, music technology, and physical education (PE), teachers should support their students, 
wherever possible, to complete that assessment in line with arrangements announced by Ofqual for 2022 and 
the timescales set by exam boards. 
 
If exams do go ahead, the NEA will be marked and moderated as usual and combined with students’ exam 
marks to generate their grades. 
 
If exams are cancelled, teachers will be expected to take a student’s NEA into account when determining a 
TAG. 
 
 
Fieldwork 
 
Centres will not be required to confirm that they have given students the opportunity to carry out a specified 
number of fieldwork activities in GCSE, AS and A level geography and geology, and AS and A level 
environmental science qualifications. However, centres can continue to provide fieldwork activities for their 
students if they are able to do so. 
 
GCSE and AS geography written exams will not include questions about fieldwork students have undertaken 
themselves. 
 
NEA for A level geography is retained with awarding bodies to consider how they can be flexible in their 
requirements for students to use primary data. 
 
 
Practical science work 
 
Centres will be allowed to deliver practical work by demonstration for the following qualifications: 

o GCSE biology, chemistry, physics, combined science, geology and astronomy 

o AS level biology, chemistry, physics and geology 

o AS and A level environmental science  

Centres are encouraged to continue to make available hands-on practical activities for students, wherever 
possible. 
 
Centres will be allowed to assess the Common Practical Assessment Criteria (CPAC) across the minimum 
number of practical activities required to enable students to demonstrate their competence in: 
 

▪ A level biology, chemistry, physics and geology 

Awarding bodies may carry out remote monitoring of centres’ application of the CPAC. 
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Advance information 
 
Advance information is intended to communicate in advance some of the aspects of the specification that will 
be assessed in the examination papers. 
 
There will be advance information for all subjects except GCSE English Literature, History, Ancient History, 
Geography and Art and Design, and A and AS level Art and Design. The exceptions are either because of the 
nature of assessments in those subjects (assessment is by NEA in art and design qualifications) or because, 
following consultation by DfE and Ofqual, it has been decided that advance information will not be provided in 
subjects where optionality is being introduced for 2022  
 
Advance information can be used from the point of release. It can be used flexibly by centres to achieve its 
purpose of supporting revision.  It cannot be brought into the examinations. 
 
Awarding organisations will make advance information available on their public websites at the same time by7 
February 2022 at the latest.  
 
 
Subject specific guidance 
 
GCSE, AS & A Level art & design 
Students will not be assessed through an awarding body set task  with qualifications awarded on the basis of 
a student’s portfolio only. 
 
GCSE English language 
Teachers are not required to submit an audio-visual recording of a sample of students undertaking their 
spoken language assessments. 
 
GCSE Modern Foreign Languages (MFL) 
Teachers and students should prepare for spoken language in 2022 to be assessed in the normal way, 
through formal speaking tests. 
 
Ofqual will publish contingency assessment arrangements for spoken language that include assessment 
criteria, which reflect the arrangements used in 2021. If, at any point before the speaking tests begin, it 
becomes clear they cannot or should not be taken, the contingency arrangements will be implemented. 
 
Awarding bodies will not have to include vocabulary that is not on the vocabulary lists for assessments. 
 
GCSEs English literature, history, ancient history and geography 
Students will not need to cover the usual range of content/topics in the exams. 
 
GCSE maths 
Awarding bodies will provide copies of formulae sheets for use in teaching, and clean copies in the 
examination. 
 
GCSE physics and combined science 
Awarding bodies will provide copies of equation sheets for use in teaching, and clean copies in the 
examination. 
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Exam timetables 
 
Exams for the summer 2022 series will start on Monday 16 May and end on Tuesday 28 June. The 
contingency day is scheduled for Wednesday 29 June. 
 
Papers in the same subject are spaced out as much as possible to give students the best possible opportunity 
to take at least one paper in a subject, in the event that they are ill or self-isolating during the exam period (at 
least a 10-day gap between the first and last exam in a subject). 
 
 
Results days 
 
The DfE has confirmed that AS, A level and GCSE results will return to their normal format and will take place 
on: 
 

o AS and A level: 18 August 2022 

o GCSE: 25 August 2022 

Results for vocational and technical qualifications (VTQs) used alongside or instead of GCSEs, AS and A Levels 
will be issued on or before the same days. 
 
 
Grading 
 
The approach to grading is intended to get back to the pre-pandemic standard over a period of time. 2022 will 
be a ‘transition year’ that recognises disruption and provides a safety net for students who might otherwise 
just miss out on a higher grade. Therefore, results overall will be higher than in 2019, but not as high as in 
2020. 
 
The aim is for 2022 to ‘reflect a midway point between 2021 and 2019’ with the aim to return to results that 
are in line with those in pre-pandemic years’ in 2023. 
 
Ofqual expects students taking Project qualifications in summer 2022 to be assessed in the normal way. No 
changes have been made to the way the Advanced Extension Award will be examined. 
 
 
 

Contingency arrangements 
 

GCSE, AS and A level, Project, and Advanced Extension Award (AEA) in mathematics 
 
On 11 November, the DfE and Ofqual confirmed that if exams are cancelled in summer 2022, students’ grades 
will instead be determined by their teachers, using a Teacher Assessed Grade (TAG) approach similar to that 
used in summer 2021. 
 
Details of how TAGs will be determined in summer 2022 will only be announced if they are required, and 
decisions will take account of the timing of the decision to cancel exams and any public health restrictions in 
place at the time. 
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Below are details of how centres should plan and prepare to collect evidence of students’ performance for use 
should TAGs be needed. 
 
 
Conditions and content for student assessment 
 
With the exception of art and design qualifications, teachers should assess their students to provide them with 
opportunities to demonstrate their knowledge and understanding across the range of content they have been 
taught and by covering the assessment objectives for the qualification. 
 
Teachers should plan so that across the assessments, students are assessed on a wide range of content, 
similar to that which they will expect in their summer exams, and across the assessment objectives for the 
qualification. 
 
Students taking GCSEs, AS and A levels and the Advanced Extension Award (AEA) should be assessed under 
exam-like conditions wherever possible. For example, students: 

• should not know the questions in the assessment beforehand 

• should work independently and without assistance (other than as required for a reasonable 

adjustment) 

• should not have access to books or revision notes and the assessment should be timed and supervised 

Wherever possible, a centre must either assess all students who are taking a particular qualification using the 
same material at the same time or using different materials at different times. 
Project qualifications 
 
Students taking Project qualifications do not take exams. Project qualifications use non-examination 
assessment only. Teachers do not, therefore, need to carry out any additional assessment of their Project 
students to collect evidence in case exams are cancelled. Students should be encouraged and supported to 
complete their Project assessments as usual. 
 
 
When should students be assessed? 
 
 
In addition to completing any NEA, centres should plan assessment opportunities to a timetable that secures  
evidence which could be used to inform TAGs if necessary, including in the autumn term. 
Approaches may vary based on what assessments are already planned (or have already taken place) for 
students, but for a qualification that has no NEA, a sensible approach may be to plan to assess students in 
each of the: 
 

• second half of the autumn term 2021 
• spring term of 2022 
• first half of the summer term 2022 

 
 
 
 
Assessment materials 
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Assessments should be similar to full or parts of the exam papers they are preparing to take next summer.  
 
Past papers can be used, in full or part, where appropriate, but if teachers develop their own assessments, the 
questions used should be in a similar style to those found in the corresponding exam board’s exam papers. In 
their totality they should cover a similar breadth of content and marked in line with the exam board’s 
approach to marking exam questions for the qualification. 
 
 
Informing students 
 
Students must be told before they take each assessment that their performance in it would be used as part of 
the evidence to determine a TAG if exams are cancelled. They should be told which parts of the subject 
content will be covered by the assessment, but they should not be told the questions in advance or be able to 
predict the questions from information given to them. Students should not be given the opportunity to repeat 
an assessment, for example to improve their mark in response to feedback. 
 
 
Reasonable adjustments 
 
The same reasonable adjustments that will be made for disabled students taking exams in the summer 
should, where possible, be applied to the assessments. Records should be made of the adjustments and the 
reasons for them. Centres should record the reason why any reasonable adjustment was not made. 
 
 
Special consideration 
 
If a teacher is satisfied that a student’s performance in one or more of the assessments was affected by an 
event that was outside of the student’s control at the time of, or immediately before, the assessment, such as 
illness or family bereavement, the teacher should adjust their marking of the assessment. 
 
 
Malpractice 
 
Student malpractice 
If malpractice occurs during these assessments centres must report these incidents to the appropriate 
awarding organisation in the normal way using the JCQ M1 Form (the form and further details can be found in 
the JCQ Suspected Malpractice Policies and Procedures) 
 
As the grades from these assessments may be used to determine students’ grades if exams are  
cancelled, students attempting to gain an unfair advantage during the centre’s delivery of assessments by, for 
example, being in possession of/using a mobile phone, submitting fabricated evidence or plagiarised work 
must be reported as these actions constitute malpractice.  
 
The relevant awarding organisation will then provide further guidance on the next steps, including details of 
any sanctions which may be applied. 
 
Teacher and centre malpractice 
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Teacher and centre malpractice must also be reported in the normal way using the JCQ M2 Form. This 
includes: 
 

• Teachers who either inadvertently or otherwise commit malpractice by doing such things as providing 

improper assistance to students (including providing too much information about the content of 

assessments), fabricating student evidence or knowingly giving higher marks for student work than 

warranted 

• Centres failing to take reasonable steps to follow the published guidance, including by not retaining 

evidence or not ensuring completed assessments are authentically the students’ own 

The relevant awarding organisation will then provide further guidance on the next steps, including details of 
any sanctions to be applied. 
 
 
Marking assessments 
 
Teachers should mark the assessments in line with published exam board mark schemes and guidance, where 
appropriate. 
 
Centres should support teachers to mark work for the same qualification to the same standard. Students 
should be provided with feedback, which could include marks or comments. Teachers may tell students the 
grade at which their performance in the assessment indicates they have performed but it should be made 
clear to students that the marking and grading have not been quality assured. 
 
Teachers must make it clear to their students that any grade used to indicate the level at which the student 
has performed is not a TAG, and that it will not be possible for a teacher to determine a TAG until specific 
guidance has been set on the determination of TAGs for 2022, which will only be available if exams are 
cancelled. 
 
 
Appeals  
 
Decisions about the appeals process are still to be made. Ofqual is analysing the appeal arrangements in place 
for summer 2021 and will use their findings before deciding how appeals would work in 2022 should exams be 
cancelled. 
 
 
Quality assurance 
 
Exam centres will only be required to develop centre policies for the awarding of TAGs if exams are cancelled. 
 
However, any decisions made over the conducting of assessments should be agreed at SLT level and 
documented for inclusion in a centre policy if this is created at a later date. This may include the rationale over 
the timing of assessments, the application of special consideration, the process of moderating and 
standardising the marking of students’ work, and instances where students from the same cohort have been 
assessed using different materials at different times. 
 
It has been stated that 2022 is a ‘transition year’. One aspect of this transition is for centres to plan and 



Exams in 2022: confirmed 

outcomes and contingency 

arrangements  ARTICLE 

 

 

contact@TheExamsOffice.com   0333 7000 755  

@TheExamsOffice    The Exams Office 

prepare for a summer exams series whilst also ensuring that a robust system is in place to deliver TAGs if 
exams are cancelled. 
 
The pandemic has presented many challenges for those with responsibility for the management and 
administration of exams over the last eighteen months, and unfortunately, in this ‘transition year’ SLT, 
teaching staff and exams officers will have to overcome further challenges to ensure that students acquire the 
grades which reflect their ability. 
 
The continued commitment shown by centre staff should not be underestimated as they take on additional 
workload to ensure that processes are implemented within their centres. We hope that this is the last 
academic year when centres have to adapt as they are required to in the coming weeks and months and that 
we can return to ‘business as usual’ in 2022/2023. 
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