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UPDATES 

Supporting you by providing a central point of reference to a summary of links to 
information and key updates from key stakeholders on exams and assessments  

This information does not include any direct communications between key stakeholders and centres which are not in the public 
domain. Centres should always refer to direct communications and relevant email updates from awarding bodies to confirm the latest 

processes/arrangements. 

Note - information and hyperlinks were correct as at the date they were published by the relevant organisation 

(31/08/2022) Ofqual updates Collection – Regulatory actions and interventions by Ofqual (This collection explains 

what Ofqual is currently doing to deal with problems at the organisations it regulates, and selected recent actions) 

(30/08/2022) DfE national statistics announcements: 

• 16 to 18 school and college performance data in England: 2021 to 2022 (revised) 

• Secondary school performance data in England: 2021 to 2022 (revised) 

(26/08/2022) Ofqual: rolling update (Updated information regarding Level 3 BTEC and Cambridge Technicals results 

and Level 1/2 and Level 2 vocational and technical qualification results) 

(25/08/2022) 

• DfE press release – Hundreds of thousands of students receive GCSE and vocational results 

• Ofqual publishes: 

o Guide to GCSE results in England, summer 2022 

o Guide to the 2022 Level 1, and Level 2 qualification results for Vocational and Technical Qualifications in 

England 

o National Reference Test Results Digest 2022 

o National Reference Test annual statement 2022 

o Infographics showing GCSE outcomes this year 

o Interactive analytics of GCSE outcomes over time, variability in centres’ results, and outcomes by county 

o Interactive analytics of PTQ and TQ outcomes over time and by subject 

• OCR news – Congratulations! 

• Eduqas news – Today candidates receive their 2022 GCSE results 

• WJEC news – Today candidates receive their 2022 GCSE and Welsh Baccalaureate results 

• Qualifications Wales news – GCSE learners in Wales receive their grades today 

• The Education Hub blog – GCSE and VTQ results – what do the stats show? 

• JCQ publishes GCSE Results Summer 2022 

(24/08/2022) 

• Ofqual: rolling update (Updated information regarding Level 1/2 and Level 2 vocational and technical 

qualification results & BTEC and Cambridge Technicals results) 

• OCR update – GCSE and Cambridge Nationals results 

• The Education Hub blog – How we’re supporting GCSE pupils who have been affected by the pandemic 

• AQA news – GCSE results delivered to schools and colleges on time 

• (23/08/2022) 

• Qualifications Wales news – BTEC and Cambridge Technical Results 

• Pearson issues Exams Officer Update (RESULTS WEEK SPECIAL) 23 August 2022 

• The OFQUAL blog – Looking ahead to GCSEs, Level 1 and Level 2 vocational and technical 

qualifications results 

https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/regulatory-actions-and-interventions-by-ofqual
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/announcements/16-to-18-school-and-college-performance-data-in-england-2021-to-2022-revised
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/announcements/secondary-school-performance-data-in-england-2021-to-2022-revised
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/ofqual-rolling-update
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/hundreds-of-thousands-of-students-receive-gcse-and-vocational-results
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/guide-to-gcse-results-for-england-summer-2022
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/guide-to-the-2022-level-1-level-12-and-level-2-qualification-results-for-vtqs-in-england
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/guide-to-the-2022-level-1-level-12-and-level-2-qualification-results-for-vtqs-in-england
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-national-reference-test-in-2022
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-national-reference-test-in-2022
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/infographic-gcse-results-2022
https://analytics.ofqual.gov.uk/
https://analytics.ofqual.gov.uk/
https://www.ocr.org.uk/news/congratulations-2022/
https://www.eduqas.co.uk/articles/today-candidates-receive-their-2022-gcse-results/
https://www.wjec.co.uk/articles/today-candidates-receive-their-2022-gcse-and-welsh-baccalaureate-results/
https://www.qualificationswales.org/english/news/gcse-learners-in-wales-receive-their-grades-today/
https://educationhub.blog.gov.uk/2022/08/25/gcse-and-vtq-results-what-do-the-stats-show/
https://www.jcq.org.uk/examination-results/?post-year=2022&post-location=
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/ofqual-rolling-update
https://www.ocr.org.uk/news/gcse-and-cambridge-nationals-results/
https://educationhub.blog.gov.uk/2022/08/24/how-were-supporting-gcse-pupils-who-have-been-affected-by-the-pandemic/
https://www.aqa.org.uk/news/gcse-results-delivered-to-schools-and-colleges-on-time
https://www.qualificationswales.org/english/news/btec-and-cambridge-technical-results/
https://support.pearson.com/uk/s/article/Exams-Officer-Update-newsletter-archive
https://ofqual.blog.gov.uk/2022/08/23/looking-ahead-to-gcses-level-1-and-level-2-vocational-and-technical-qualifications-results/
https://ofqual.blog.gov.uk/2022/08/23/looking-ahead-to-gcses-level-1-and-level-2-vocational-and-technical-qualifications-results/
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(22/08/2022)  

• Ofqual: rolling update (An updated statement on delayed BTEC and Cambridge Technicals results) 

• The Education Hub blog – What options are available for students after their GCSEs? 

(19/08/2022)  

• Ofqual: rolling update (Details regarding the delayed BTEC and Cambridge Technical results have been 
added, along with contact details for the relevant awarding organisations) 

• AQA exams administration update - Possible delays on Centre Services at peak times 

• The Education Hub blog - A Levels and university admissions fact check 

• Qualifications Wales news – Ongoing support for learners studying made-for-Wales qualifications 

(18/08/2022) 

• Pearson targeted communication to centres identified with BTEC claims they have made which are not 

eligible or are pending – Action needed – BTEC Pending or Ineligible Award Claims 

• Eduqas news – Congratulations to students receiving their summer 2022 results today 

• WJEC news – Congratulations to students receiving their final summer 2022 results today 

• Pearson press release – 200,000 students receive their Level 3 BTEC results today 

• OCR news – Results day is here! 

• Qualifications Wales news – Learners in Wales receive their A and AS level grades today 

• Ofqual publishes: 

o Guide to the 2022 AS and A level results in England 

o Guide to the 2022 Level 3 qualification results for VTQs in England 

o Infographics showing A level outcomes this year 

o Infographics showing Level 3 qualification outcomes for VTQs this year 

o Interactive analytics of A level outcomes 

o Interactive analytics of PTQ and TQ outcomes 

• JCQ publishes GCE A Level & GCE AS Level Results Summer 2022 

• DfE transparency data – T Level results: academic year 2021 to 2022 (provisional) 

• DfE press releases: 

o Record numbers of 18-year-olds take up their place at university 

o Hundreds of thousands of students set to receive exam results 

• The Education Hub blog – University admissions and A Level, T Level and VTQ results – what do the stats 
show? 

(17/08/2022) 

• AQA news – A-level results delivered to schools and colleges on time 

• The Education Hub blog – How A Levels, GCSEs, T Levels and other qualifications have been graded in 2022 

(16/08/2022) 

• Pearson issues VQ Bulletin 

• OCR update – Preparing for Summer 2022 results 

• The Education Hub blog – Looking for guidance on your next steps after exams? Here’s some advice from a 
National Careers Service adviser 

• Pearson issues Exams Officer Update (Results special) 

(15/08/2022) The Ofqual blog – Looking ahead to AS, A level, T Level and level 3 VTQ results 

(14/08/2022) Ofqual correspondence – Joint Ofqual and UCAS letter to students 

(08/08/2022) 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/ofqual-rolling-update
https://educationhub.blog.gov.uk/2022/08/22/what-options-are-available-for-students-after-their-gcses/
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/ofqual-rolling-update
https://www.aqa.org.uk/exams-administration/exams-administration-updates/possible-delays-on-centre-services-at-peak-times
https://educationhub.blog.gov.uk/2022/08/19/a-levels-and-university-admissions-fact-check/
https://www.qualificationswales.org/english/news/ongoing-support-for-learners-studying-made-for-wales-qualifications/
https://cdn.mc-weblink.sg-mktg.
https://www.eduqas.co.uk/articles/congratulations-to-students-receiving-their-summer-2022-results-today/
https://www.wjec.co.uk/articles/congratulations-to-students-receiving-their-final-summer-2022-results-today/
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/about-us/news-and-media.news.html?article=%2Fcontent%2Fdemo%2Fen%2Fnews-policy%2Fpress-releases%2F2022%2F200-000-students-receive-their-level-3-btec-results-today
https://www.ocr.org.uk/news/2022-results-day-is-here/
https://www.qualificationswales.org/english/news/learners-in-wales-receive-their-a-and-as-level-grades-today/
http://www.gov.uk/government/news/guide-to-as-and-a-level-results-in-england-summer-2022
http://www.gov.uk/government/news/guide-to-the-2022-level-3-qualification-results-for-vtqs-in-england
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/infographic-a-level-results-2022
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/guide-to-the-2022-level-3-qualification-results-for-vtqs-in-england#infographics
https://analytics.ofqual.gov.uk/
https://analytics.ofqual.gov.uk/
https://www.jcq.org.uk/examination-results/?post-year=2022&post-location=
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/t-level-results-academic-year-2021-to-2022-provisional
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/record-numbers-of-18-year-olds-take-up-their-place-at-university
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/hundreds-of-thousands-of-students-set-to-receive-exam-results
https://educationhub.blog.gov.uk/2022/08/18/university-admissions-and-a-level-t-level-and-vtq-results-what-do-the-stats-show/
https://educationhub.blog.gov.uk/2022/08/18/university-admissions-and-a-level-t-level-and-vtq-results-what-do-the-stats-show/
https://www.aqa.org.uk/news/a-level-results-delivered-to-schools-and-colleges-on-time
https://educationhub.blog.gov.uk/2022/08/17/how-a-levels-gcses-t-levels-qualifications-have-been-graded-in-2022/
https://www.pearson.com/uk/educators/fe-college-educators/vq-bulletin-blog/2022/08/vq-bulletin-issue-48.html
https://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/exams-officer-updates/
https://educationhub.blog.gov.uk/2022/08/16/looking-for-guidance-on-your-next-steps-after-exams-heres-some-advice-from-a-national-careers-service-adviser/
https://educationhub.blog.gov.uk/2022/08/16/looking-for-guidance-on-your-next-steps-after-exams-heres-some-advice-from-a-national-careers-service-adviser/
https://support.pearson.com/uk/s/article/Exams-Officer-Update-newsletter-archive
https://ofqual.blog.gov.uk/2022/08/15/looking-ahead-to-as-a-level-t-level-and-level-3-vtq-results/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/joint-ofqual-and-ucas-letter-to-students
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• Latest update for Cambridge schools – Update on the June 2022 exam series results – 8 August 2022 

• Ofqual publishes a podcast about the reliability of exam marking in England 

• Ofqual: rolling update (Added information about A level and GCSE results weeks in 2022) 

• DfE blogs – 

A Level, T Level, and VTQ results: Everything you need to know 

GCSE and Level 2 and below VTQ results: Everything you need to know 

(05/08/2022) The Ofqual blog – How can you feel prepared for results day? 

(04/08/2022) AQA news – Delivering results on time – a further update 

(01/08/2022) DfE national statistics announcements include: 

• A level and other 16 to 18 results: 2022 (provisional) 

• Secondary school performance data in England: 2021 to 2022 (provisional) 

(29/07/2022) OCR news – Results information 2022 – what’s available and when? 

(28/07/2022) AQA news – Teachers support on-screen exams – but access to technology is the biggest challenge 

(21/07/2022) 

• DfE publishes consultation outcome - Reforms to further education (FE) funding and accountability and 

publishes second consultation asking for further views - Implementing a new FE funding and accountability 
system 

• DfE blog - When are GCSE, A level, T Level and other results days? 

(19/07/2022) DfE guidance updated - Qualifications that overlap with T Levels (Added 'Enrolments on qualifications 
on the provisional overlap list' and 'Revised equalities impact assessment' as the original version was based on an 
incorrect cohort of 16 to 19 year olds. The revision does not change the conclusions drawn.) 

(18/07/2022) Eduqas article - Top 5 reasons why you should get to know your Regional Representative 

(15/07/2022)  

• AQA update - Delivering results on time 

• OCR issues Exams Officer Update 

• Pearson issues Exams Officer Update Correction 

• OCR issues final weekly roundup of the summer 

(13/07/2022) Pearson issues Exams Officer Update 

(12/07/2022) 

• WJEC article – Summer Exams: thank you for your support 

• Ofqual publishes: 

o An investigation of inter-subject comparability in GCSEs and A levels in summer 2021 technical report 

o News story on teacher assessed grades in 2021 – student and teacher experiences 

o Reports setting out the research and analysis of teacher assessed grades in summer 2021: interviews 

and surveys 

• DfE blog – University admissions and A level, T level and VTQ results: Your questions answered 

(11/07/2022) AQA issues Exams update – July 2022 

(08/07/2022)  

• OCR issues weekly roundup 

• Pearson issues VQ Bulletin 

• JCQ Bulletin issued (End of exams and results key dates; Advance Information for Ofqual-accredited GCSEs: 
November 2022; Updated guidance for the special consideration process; Calculated grades for students who 

miss exams) 

(07/07/2022) The Ofqual blog – Evaluating the reforms of Functional Skills Qualifications 

https://www.cambridgeinternational.org/news/news-details/view/update-on-june-2022-exam-series-results-20220808/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H5m-kMn8eHg
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/ofqual-rolling-update
https://educationhub.blog.gov.uk/2022/08/08/a-level-t-level-and-vtq-results-everything-you-need-to-know/
https://educationhub.blog.gov.uk/2022/08/08/gcse-and-level-2-and-below-vtq-results-everything-you-need-to-know/
https://ofqual.blog.gov.uk/2022/08/05/how-can-you-feel-prepared-for-results-day/
https://www.aqa.org.uk/news/delivering-results-on-time-a-further-update
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/announcements/a-level-and-other-16-to-18-results-2022-provisional
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/announcements/secondary-school-performance-data-in-england-2021-to-2022-provisional
https://www.ocr.org.uk/news/results-information-2022-whats-available-and-when/
https://www.aqa.org.uk/news/teachers-support-on-screen-exams-but-access-to-technology-is-the-biggest-challenge
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/reforms-to-further-education-fe-funding-and-accountability
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/implementing-a-new-fe-funding-and-accountability-system
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/implementing-a-new-fe-funding-and-accountability-system
https://educationhub.blog.gov.uk/2022/07/21/when-are-gcse-a-level-t-level-and-other-results-days/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/qualifications-that-overlap-with-t-levels
https://www.eduqas.co.uk/articles/top-5-reasons-why-you-should-get-to-know-your-regional-representative/
https://www.aqa.org.uk/news/delivering-results-on-time-an-update
https://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/exams-officer-updates/
https://support.pearson.com/uk/s/article/Exams-Officer-Update-newsletter-archive
https://teach.ocr.org.uk/weekly-roundup-39-15-july?fbclid=IwAR2haYt8mk5YbNUXm-Am2iDy_PI8scNSVuZqIMvAfgbOP4wIqyXKqGxxOSs
https://support.pearson.com/uk/s/article/Exams-Officer-Update-newsletter-archive
https://www.wjec.co.uk/articles/summer-exams-thank-you-for-your-support/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/an-investigation-of-inter-subject-comparability-in-gcses-and-a-levels-in-summer-2021
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/teacher-assessed-grades-in-2021-student-and-teacher-experiences
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/teacher-assessed-grades-in-summer-2022-interviews-and-surveys
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/teacher-assessed-grades-in-summer-2022-interviews-and-surveys
https://educationhub.blog.gov.uk/2022/07/12/university-admissions-and-a-level-t-level-and-vtq-results-your-questions-answered/
https://www.aqa.org.uk/exams-administration/become-an-aqa-centre/exams-officer-services/exams-updates
https://teach.ocr.org.uk/weekly-roundup-38-8-july
https://www.pearson.com/uk/educators/fe-college-educators/vq-bulletin-blog/2022/07/vq-bulletin-issue-47.html
https://www.jcq.org.uk/media-centre-2/e-newsletters/
https://ofqual.blog.gov.uk/2022/07/07/evaluating-the-reforms-of-functional-skills-qualifications/
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(06/07/2022) 

• Pearson issues General Qualifications Bulletin 

• The Ofqual blog – Exam results 2022: 10 things to know about GCSE, AS and A level grades 

• The Ofqual blog – What’s behind this summer’s VTQ results? 

(05/07/2022) Qualifications Wales news – How will learners be awarded GCSE, AS level, A level and Skills 
Challenge Certificate grades this year? 

(01/07/2022) 

• Ofqual: rolling update (Removal of content related to exams and contingency arrangements, now that the 
2022 exam summer series has been completed) 

• OCR issues weekly roundup 

(30/06/2022) 

• AQA news – Delivering results on time 

• Ofqual news story – Post 16 qualifications that sit alongside A and T levels (Ofqual seeks views in its open 
consultation on its detailed proposals for regulating a range of academic and technical level 3 qualifications) 

• Ofqual consultation outcome – Regulating academic and technical qualifications at level 3 

(29/06/2022) Pearson issues Exams Officer Update 

(28/06/2022) Cambridge Assessment Admissions Testing news – Admission testing arrangements for 
October/November 2022 

(27/06/2022) 

• AQA – Advance information for the November 2022 exams in GCSE Maths and English Language 

• OCR – Advance information GCSE English Language and Mathematics November 2022 

• Pearson – Advance information – November 2022 

• WJEC – November Exams 2022: Advance Information now available 

• Eduqas – November Exams 2022: Advance Information now available 

(24/06/2022) OCR issues weekly roundup 

(22/06/2022) Pearson issues VQ Bulletin and General Qualifications Bulletin 

(21/06/2022) 

• DfE blog – We’re changing the way we present school and college results data this year – what you need to 

know about performance tables 

• DfE updates guidance for 2021 to 2022 performance measures in Secondary accountability measures 
(including Progress 8 and Attainment 8) and 16 to 18 accountability headline measures 

(20/06/2022) DfE blog – T Levels: What courses are available? (Our ground-breaking new qualifications, T Levels – 
equivalent in size to three A Levels – are proving hugely popular. We launched the first T Levels in 2020 and now 
we’ve added new courses to the growing list of subjects …) 

(17/06/2022) 

• Ofqual speech - Dr Jo Saxton at Confederation of School Trusts’ annual conference (The Chief Regulator 

discusses the civic role of regulators, why students’ best interests drive Ofqual’s decisions, and explains that 

2022’s exam results are likely to be lower than 2021’s) 

• OCR issues weekly roundup 

(16/06/2022) 

• DfE blog – How will rail strikes affect schools? 

• OCR issues Exams officer update: June 2022 

• Pearson issues further Exams Officer Update 

(15/06/2022) 

• JCQ issues 15 June 2022 Bulletin (Rail strikes – Managing disruption and late arrivals to exams) 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/about-us/qualification-brands/edexcel/pearson-general-qualifications-bulletin.news.html?article=%2Fcontent%2Fdemo%2Fen%2Fnews-policy%2Fqualifications%2Fgeneral-qualifications%2Fgeneral-qualifications-bulletin-uk-issue-35
https://ofqual.blog.gov.uk/2022/07/06/exam-results-2022-10-things-to-know-about-gcse-as-and-a-level-grades/
https://ofqual.blog.gov.uk/2022/07/06/whats-behind-this-summers-vtq-results/
https://www.qualificationswales.org/english/news/how-will-learners-be-awarded-grades-this-year/
https://www.qualificationswales.org/english/news/how-will-learners-be-awarded-grades-this-year/
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/ofqual-rolling-update
https://teach.ocr.org.uk/weekly-roundup-37-1-july
https://www.aqa.org.uk/news/delivering-results-on-time
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/post-16-qualifications-that-sit-alongside-a-and-t-levels
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/regulating-alternative-academic-and-alternative-technical-qualifications-at-level-3
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/regulating-alternative-academic-and-alternative-technical-qualifications-at-level-3
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/regulating-academic-and-technical-qualifications-at-level-3
https://support.pearson.com/uk/s/article/Exams-Officer-Update-newsletter-archive
https://www.admissionstesting.org/news/view/admission-testing-arrangements-for-october-november-2022/
https://www.admissionstesting.org/news/view/admission-testing-arrangements-for-october-november-2022/
https://www.aqa.org.uk/2022-exam-changes
https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/2022-advance-information/
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/campaigns/summer-2022-support.html
https://www.wjec.co.uk/articles/november-exams-2022-advance-information-now-available/
https://www.eduqas.co.uk/articles/november-exams-2022-advance-information-now-available/
https://teach.ocr.org.uk/weekly-roundup-36-24-june-2022
https://www.pearson.com/uk/educators/fe-college-educators/vq-bulletin-blog/2022/06/vq-bulletin-issue-46.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/about-us/qualification-brands/edexcel/pearson-general-qualifications-bulletin.news.html?article=%2Fcontent%2Fdemo%2Fen%2Fnews-policy%2Fqualifications%2Fgeneral-qualifications%2Fgeneral-qualifications-bulletin-uk-issue-34
https://educationhub.blog.gov.uk/2022/06/22/were-changing-the-way-we-present-school-and-college-results-data-this-year-what-you-need-to-know-about-performance-tables/
https://educationhub.blog.gov.uk/2022/06/22/were-changing-the-way-we-present-school-and-college-results-data-this-year-what-you-need-to-know-about-performance-tables/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/progress-8-school-performance-measure
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/progress-8-school-performance-measure
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/16-to-19-accountability-headline-measures-technical-guide
https://educationhub.blog.gov.uk/2022/06/20/t-levels-what-courses-are-available/
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/dr-jo-saxton-at-confederation-of-school-trusts-annual-conference
https://teach.ocr.org.uk/weekly-roundup-35-17-june
https://educationhub.blog.gov.uk/2022/06/16/how-will-rail-strikes-affect-schools/
https://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/exams-officer-updates/
https://support.pearson.com/uk/s/article/Exams-Officer-Update-newsletter-archive
https://www.jcq.org.uk/media-centre-2/e-newsletters/
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• Pearson issues Exams Officer Update 

(14/06/2022) 

• WJEC article – New guidance to ensure accessible exam papers for colour blind learners 

• Ofqual publishes the consultation outcomes and the regulatory requirements for the new GCSE qualifications 

in French, German and Spanish: 

o Consultation outcome: Subject-level conditions and guidance for new French, German and Spanish GCSEs 

o GCSE subject-level conditions and requirements for French, German and Spanish 
o GCSE subject-level guidance for French, German and Spanish 

(These requirements will apply to the new qualifications which are due to be taught from September 2024, 
with assessments from summer 2026) 

(10/06/2022) OCR issues weekly roundup 

(09/06/2022) 

• AQA issues Exams update – June 2022 

• Ofqual updates Statistics: vocational qualifications (Added the January to March 2022 release to the 
collection) 

(08/06/2022) Pearson issues Exams Officer Update, GQ Bulletin and VQ Bulletin 

(07/06/2022) 

• DfE publishes guidance – Qualification achievement rates 2021 to 2022 (Explains how qualification 

achievement rates (QAR) are calculated) 

• DfE updates Emergency planning and response for education, childcare, and children’s social care 
settings guidance on how educational and childcare settings should plan for and deal with emergencies, 

including significant public health incidents and severe weather (Updated DfE incident support helpline hours 
to Monday to Friday, 8am to 4pm) 

• The Ofqual blog – Vocational and technical qualifications: what 10 years of data can tell us 

(06/06/2022) JCQ issues 6 June 2022 Bulletin (Exams support; Cyber security) 

(30/05/2022) Standards and Testing Agency guidance updated – Dispatch of exam scripts: yellow label 
service – Information for exams officers about using the Parcelforce Worldwide yellow label service to dispatch exam 
scripts for general qualifications (Updated Yellow Label Service GOV.UK products (attached) to include the contact 

details of a new awarding organisation NCFE) 

(27/05/2022) OCR issues weekly roundup 

(26/05/2022) 

• DfE National statistics – A level and other 16 to 18 results: 2021 (provisional) (Added the retention measure 
to the A level and other 16 to 18 results: 2021 (provisional) publication) 

• Ofqual Official statistics – Provisional entries for GCSE, AS and A level: summer 2022 exam series (Number 

of provisional entries by age group and subject for GCSEs, AS and A levels in England for the summer 2022 
exam series) 

• OCR issues Exams officer update: May 2022 

(25/05/2022) 

• Ofqual: rolling update updated (Added update: “Checking exam papers”) 

• JCQ 23 May 2022 Bulletin (Link to guide to help students prepare for this year's summer 2022 exams; link to 

‘Understanding and avoiding malpractice’ blog) 

• Pearson issues VQ Bulletin and Exams Officer Update 

(23/05/2022) Ofqual updates Guidance for centres: awarding VTQs in 2021 and 2022 (Added sections on reasonable 
adjustments and special consideration) 

(20/05/2022) 

https://support.pearson.com/uk/s/article/Exams-Officer-Update-newsletter-archive
https://www.wjec.co.uk/articles/new-guidance-to-ensure-accessible-exam-papers-for-colour-blind-learners/
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/subject-level-conditions-and-guidance-for-new-french-german-and-spanish-gcses
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/gcse-subject-level-conditions-and-requirements-for-french-german-and-spanish
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/gcse-subject-level-guidance-for-french-german-and-spanish
https://teach.ocr.org.uk/weekly-roundup-34-11-june
https://www.aqa.org.uk/exams-administration/become-an-aqa-centre/exams-officer-services/exams-updates
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/statistics-vocational-qualifications
https://support.pearson.com/uk/s/article/Exams-Officer-Update-newsletter-archive
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/about-us/qualification-brands/edexcel/pearson-general-qualifications-bulletin.news.html?article=%2Fcontent%2Fdemo%2Fen%2Fnews-policy%2Fqualifications%2Fgeneral-qualifications%2Fgeneral-qualifications-bulletin-uk-issue-33
https://www.pearson.com/uk/educators/fe-college-educators/vq-bulletin-blog/2022/06/vq-bulletin-issue-45.html
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/qualification-achievement-rates-2021-to-2022
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/emergency-planning-and-response-for-education-childcare-and-childrens-social-care-settings
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/emergency-planning-and-response-for-education-childcare-and-childrens-social-care-settings
https://ofqual.blog.gov.uk/2022/06/07/vocational-and-technical-qualifications-what-ten-years-of-data-can-tell-us/
https://www.jcq.org.uk/media-centre-2/e-newsletters/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/dispatch-of-exam-scripts-yellow-label-service?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications-topic&utm_source=72594799-03c4-4f4a-9f26-83b6ee1767b5&utm_content=daily
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/dispatch-of-exam-scripts-yellow-label-service?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications-topic&utm_source=72594799-03c4-4f4a-9f26-83b6ee1767b5&utm_content=daily
https://teach.ocr.org.uk/weekly-roundup-33-27-may
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/a-level-and-other-16-to-18-results-2021-provisional
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/provisional-entries-for-gcse-as-and-a-level-summer-2022-exam-series
https://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/exams-officer-updates/
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/ofqual-rolling-update#full-publication-update-history
https://www.jcq.org.uk/media-centre-2/e-newsletters/
https://www.jcq.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/JCQ-Preparing-to-sit-your-exams-2-v3-RS-A4.pdf
https://www.jcq.org.uk/exams-office/blogs/understanding-and-avoiding-malpractice/
https://www.pearson.com/uk/educators/fe-college-educators/vq-bulletin-blog/2022/05/vq-bulletin-issue-44.html
https://support.pearson.com/uk/s/article/Exams-Officer-Update-newsletter-archive
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/guidance-for-centres-awarding-vtqs-in-2021-and-2022
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• JCQ Infographic for students: On your exam day: Student’s checklist preparing for exams (This checklist will 

help make sure you are as prepared as possible for your exams, so that on the day itself you can focus on 

doing your best) 

• OCR issues weekly roundup 

• Qualifications Wales news - Provisional Entries for the Summer 2022 exam series 

(19/05/2022) DfE updates guidance: 

• Key stage 4 qualifications, discount codes and point scores (Updated the ‘Performance points for qualifications 

counting in the 2022 key stage 4 performance tables’ and ‘Key stage 4 qualifications and discount codes: 
2014 to 2024 performance tables’ documents) 

• 16 to 18 qualifications, discount codes and point scores (Updated the ’16 to 18 qualifications and discount 

codes: 2018 to 2024 performance tables’ and ‘Performance points for qualifications counting in the 16 to 18 
performance tables 2022’ documents) 

• Performance points: comparing KS4 or 16 to 18 qualifications (Updated the document ‘Performance points: a 

practical guide to key stage 4 and 16 to 18 performance points) 

• English Baccalaureate: eligible qualifications (Updated the ‘Key stage 4 qualifications counting in the English 

Baccalaureate’ documents) 

(18/05/2022)  

• Pearson issues General Qualifications Bulletin 

• Ofqual: rolling update updated (Added an advice note for students on fake exam papers offered on social 

media) 

(17/05/2022) 

• DfE blog – Exam Season: All the resources you need including how we’re making exams fair after disruption, 

revision help, and what to do if you have Covid 

• Pearson issues VQ Bulletin 

(13/05/2022)  

• OCR issues weekly roundup 

• Qualifications Wales news - Support for learners studying GCSE, AS and A level exams in the next 

academic year 

• Ofqual publishes Open letter to heads of schools and colleges, May 2022 (A letter from Chief Regulator Jo 

Saxton to heads of schools and colleges, ahead of GCSE, AS and A level exams starting on 16 May 2022) 

• Ofqual releases a podcast on grading and marking in 2022 

(12/05/2022) 

• Ofqual: rolling update updated (Added information on plans for subject content and assessment 
arrangements next academic year, and on new guidance for awarding organisations on making their 
assessments accessible) 

• Ofqual issues outcome of consultation on designing and developing accessible assessments and associated 
news story – New Ofqual guidance on making assessments accessible for students 

(11/05/2022) 

• Qualifications Wales ensures learners in Wales are not disadvantaged by policy changes in England 

• DfE press release – T Level rollout takes next steps (Government publishes draft list of qualifications to be 

retired due to their overlap with T Levels helping to streamline the options for students) and guidance 
– Qualifications that overlap with T Levels (The provisional list of qualifications to have 16 to 19 funding 
withdrawn for new starts from 1 August 2024 due to overlap with T Levels) 

• DfE issues guidance – Review of post-16 qualifications at level 3 in England (This guidance is for awarding 

organisations and providers. It outlines, at a high level, the principles of the approvals process for academic 
and technical qualifications, including when these qualifications will be approved for delivery) 

• JCQ issues Bulletin (Senior Leadership Team’s quick guide to Summer 2022 exams and assessments) 

• Pearson issues Exams Officer Update 

https://www.jcq.org.uk/media-centre/jcq-videos/
https://teach.ocr.org.uk/weekly-roundup-32-20-may
https://www.qualificationswales.org/english/news/provisional-entries-for-the-summer-2022-exam-series/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/key-stage-4-qualifications-discount-codes-and-point-scores
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/16-to-19-qualifications-discount-codes-and-point-scores
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/performance-points-a-practical-guide-to-key-stage-4-and-5-points
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/english-baccalaureate-eligible-qualifications
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/about-us/qualification-brands/edexcel/pearson-general-qualifications-bulletin.news.html?article=%2Fcontent%2Fdemo%2Fen%2Fnews-policy%2Fqualifications%2Fgeneral-qualifications%2Fgeneral-qualifications-bulletin-uk-issue-32
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/ofqual-rolling-update
https://educationhub.blog.gov.uk/2022/05/17/exam-season-all-the-resources-you-need-including-how-were-making-exams-fair-after-disruption-revision-help-and-what-to-do-if-you-have-covid/
https://educationhub.blog.gov.uk/2022/05/17/exam-season-all-the-resources-you-need-including-how-were-making-exams-fair-after-disruption-revision-help-and-what-to-do-if-you-have-covid/
https://www.pearson.com/uk/educators/fe-college-educators/vq-bulletin-blog/2022/05/vq-bulletin-issue-43.html
https://teach.ocr.org.uk/weekly-roundup-31-13-may
https://www.qualificationswales.org/english/news/support-for-learners-studying-gcse-as-and-a-level-exams-in-the-next-academic-year/
https://www.qualificationswales.org/english/news/support-for-learners-studying-gcse-as-and-a-level-exams-in-the-next-academic-year/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/open-letter-to-heads-of-schools-and-colleges-may-2022/letter-to-heads-ahead-of-the-start-of-gcse-as-and-a-level-exams-may-2022
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a7uNzUkUTeY
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/ofqual-rolling-update
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/consultation-on-designing-and-developing-accessible-assessments
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/new-ofqual-guidance-on-making-assessments-accessible-for-students
https://www.qualificationswales.org/english/news/qualifications-wales-ensures-learners-in-wales-are-not-disadvantaged-by-policy-changes-in-england/
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/t-level-rollout-takes-next-steps
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/qualifications-that-overlap-with-t-levels
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/review-of-post-16-qualifications-at-level-3-in-england--2
https://www.jcq.org.uk/media-centre-2/e-newsletters/
https://support.pearson.com/uk/s/article/Exams-Officer-Update-newsletter-archive
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• JCQ issues Senior Leadership Team’s Quick Guide to Summer 2022 exams and assessments 

• JCQ Infographics: 

- Key reminders: access arrangements and special consideration 
- The journey of a question paper through the centre 

- Starting times for examinations and supervising candidates 

(10/05/2022) 

• JCQ updates Form 14 (Self certification for candidates in Wales who have missed an examination – June 

2022). Form 14 was later further updated for candidates in Northern Ireland. 

• AQA issues Exams update – May 2022 

• JCQ blog – Understanding the requirements for separate invigilation 

• Ofqual publishes: 

o a blog with advice for students and exams officers on this summer’s exam series 

o a video from Professor David Putwain of Liverpool John Moores University giving his 3 top tips to help 
students prepare for their exams this summer 

o a series of videos of students and alumni from Eden Girls’ School in Coventry: 
o What advice would you give to exam students? 

o What tips do you have for revising? 
o What’s been your approach to revision? 
o Are you happy that exams are back? 

o What’s been your approach to revision? 

• Subject content and assessment arrangements for students taking qualifications in the academic year 2022 to 
2023 – The Department for Education and Ofqual confirm the arrangements for subject content in GCSE, 

AS and A levels and non-exam assessment in qualifications taking place in the academic year 2022 to 2023 

(09/05/2022) JCQ issues Student guide to this year’s package of support 

(06/05/2022) OCR issues weekly roundup 

(05/05/2022) Pearson issues General Qualifications Bulletin 

(04/05/2022) 

• Ofqual has published its Corporate Plan 2022 to 2025 and regulatory burden statement. The plan introduces 
the 4 new strategic priorities and how Ofqual plan to deliver them: 

1. Quality and fairness for students and apprentices 
2. Clarity, effectiveness, and efficiency in the qualifications market. 
3. Shaping the future of assessment and qualifications. 

4. Developing Ofqual as an effective, expert regulator, and inclusive employer. 

Last week Ofqual published two surveys to seek feedback from students, teachers, tutors, and home-
educators on some of the adaptations to exam arrangements in summer 2022. Ofqual is interested in views 
about how these adaptations are working in practice from those who are using them. 

The online surveys take 10 to 15 minute to complete and will be open until 11.59pm on Sunday 15 May 2022. 
They can be accessed via the following links: 

o Survey for teachers, tutors, and home-educators: https://ofqual.citizenspace.com/public/exams-2022-

teacher-survey-pre-exam/ 
o Survey for students: https://ofqual.citizenspace.com/public/arrangements-2022-student-survey/ 

• Qualifications Wales news – Special consideration processes in Wales 

• AQA’s exam and revision tips with The Student Room return! 

• Pearson issues Exams Officer Update 

• JCQ further updates A guide to the special consideration process (The document has been further updated, 4 
May 2022, by the JCQ awarding bodies operating in Wales who have published supplementary guidance on 
the application of the special consideration process in the context of the June 2022 examination series and 

the Welsh Government’s guidance: Self-isolation: guidance for people with COVID-19 and their contacts which 
was updated on 3 May 2022) 

(This guide was further updated, 20 May 2022, by the JCQ awarding bodies operating in Northern Ireland)  

https://www.jcq.org.uk/summer-2022-arrangements/
https://www.jcq.org.uk/media-centre/jcq-videos/
https://www.jcq.org.uk/media-centre/jcq-videos/
https://www.jcq.org.uk/media-centre/jcq-videos/
https://www.jcq.org.uk/exams-office/access-arrangements-and-special-consideration/forms/
https://www.aqa.org.uk/exams-administration/become-an-aqa-centre/exams-officer-services/exams-updates
https://www.jcq.org.uk/exams-office/blogs/understanding-the-requirements-for-separate-invigilation/
https://ofqual.blog.gov.uk/2022/05/10/exams-are-starting-2/
https://youtu.be/q39RAAYAf94
https://youtube.com/shorts/nZmxpRyeEVo?feature=share
https://youtube.com/shorts/h9y-FqP7414?feature=share
https://youtube.com/shorts/_SNoasGWhkI?feature=share
https://youtube.com/shorts/e8QUQtCskNU?feature=share
https://youtube.com/shorts/eF0kNB2jfCA?feature=share
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/subject-content-and-assessment-arrangements-2022-to-2023
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/subject-content-and-assessment-arrangements-2022-to-2023
https://www.jcq.org.uk/summer-2022-arrangements/
https://teach.ocr.org.uk/weekly-roundup-30-6-may
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/about-us/qualification-brands/edexcel/pearson-general-qualifications-bulletin.news.html?article=%2Fcontent%2Fdemo%2Fen%2Fnews-policy%2Fqualifications%2Fgeneral-qualifications%2Fgeneral-qualifications-bulletin-uk-issue-31
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/ofquals-corporate-plan
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/ofquals-regulatory-burden-statement
https://ofqual.citizenspace.com/public/exams-2022-teacher-survey-pre-exam/
https://ofqual.citizenspace.com/public/exams-2022-teacher-survey-pre-exam/
https://ofqual.citizenspace.com/public/arrangements-2022-student-survey/
https://www.qualificationswales.org/english/news/special-consideration-processes-in-wales/
https://www.aqa.org.uk/news/aqas-exam-and-revision-tips-return
https://support.pearson.com/uk/s/article/Exams-Officer-Update-newsletter-archive
https://www.jcq.org.uk/exams-office/access-arrangements-and-special-consideration/regulations-and-guidance/
https://gov.wales/self-isolation
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(03/05/2022) Ofqual correspondence – Qualifications at level 2 and below consultation response (Ofqual’s response 
to the review of post-16 qualifications at level 2 and below) 

(29/04/2022) 

• OCR issues Exams officer update: April 2022 and weekly roundup 

• Latest update for Cambridge schools – Update on June & November 2022 exams – 29 April 2022 

• JCQ issues 29 April 2022 Bulletin 

• JCQ publishes Guidance for centres managing exams June 2022 series (This guidance applies to timetabled 

examinations for general qualifications held in the June 2022 series. It outlines existing flexibilities as well as 
changes to the normal rules for conducting examinations and is designed to support centres experiencing 
disruption, including disruption due to Covid-19. Centres may wish to consider this document alongside their 

own contingency plans ahead of the start of the examination series) 

• JCQ video – JCQ Exam day guidance – How to ensure exams run smoothly 

• JCQ Webinar: Support for Exams Officers for Summer 2022 Examination Series (20/04/2022) 

(28/04/2022) 

• DfE blog – Top tips for exam preparation this summer 

• JCQ publishes FAQs – special consideration, June 2022 series (For the attention of heads of centre, senior 
leaders and examination officers in England) 

• Reminder – Communicate-ed has published an article following its recent survey of centres about requests 

for reasonable adjustments / access arrangements (The article explores some of the survey’s findings and 
signposts centres to useful sources of information. The article also links to Communicate-ed’s Guidelines for 
candidates about reasonable adjustments / access arrangements) 

• Ofqual Official Statistics – Perceptions of A levels, GCSEs and other qualifications: wave 20 (Results of an 
annual survey of heads of schools, teachers, general public, parents, students, employers and higher 
education institutions in England) 

• JCQ publishes Post-Results Services – June 2022 series (GCSE, GCE, Projects (including Extended Project) 
Post-Results Services: Information and guidance to centres for examinations taken in June 2022 examination 
series) 

(26/04/2022) 

• JCQ updates Form 14 (Self certification for candidates in England who have missed an examination – June 

2022) 

• Pearson issues VQ Bulletin 

• JCQ Notice to Centres – Release of results June 2022 examinations 

(25/04/2022) Ofqual correspondence – Advance information for November 2022 examinations (A letter to 
responsible officers of exam boards to confirm the date when advance information should be published for November 
exams) 

(22/04/2022) 

• OCR issues weekly roundup 

• JCQ blog – Understanding and avoiding malpractice 

• Ofqual Guide for schools and colleges 2022: GCSEs, AS and A levels (Ofqual has re-published the guide for 
schools and colleges which covers a range of information on the awarding of GCSE, AS and A levels. The 

guide brings together information that has already been published elsewhere to form a useful reference 
document for schools and colleges.) 

(21/04/2022) 

• Pearson issues General Qualifications Bulletin 

• OCR updates useful blog – Reviews of marking for centre-assessed marks: Your questions answered 

• Ofqual publishes Official Statistics – Appeals for GCSE, AS, A level and Project: 2020 to 2021 academic year 

(20/04/2022) Pearson issues Exams Officer Update 

(12/04/2022) DfE blog – Everything you need to know about Covid measures during exams this summer 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/qualifications-at-level-2-and-below-consultation-response
https://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/exams-officer-updates/
https://teach.ocr.org.uk/weekly-roundup-29-29-april-2022
https://www.cambridgeinternational.org/news/news-details/view/update-on-june-and-november-2022-exams-20220429/
https://www.jcq.org.uk/media-centre-2/e-newsletters/
https://www.jcq.org.uk/exams-office/ice---instructions-for-conducting-examinations/
https://www.jcq.org.uk/exams-office/ice---instructions-for-conducting-examinations/
https://www.jcq.org.uk/media-centre/jcq-videos/
https://educationhub.blog.gov.uk/2022/04/28/top-tips-for-exam-preparation-this-summer/
https://www.jcq.org.uk/exams-office/access-arrangements-and-special-consideration/regulations-and-guidance/
https://www.communicate-ed.org.uk/communicate-ed-membership/the-impact-of-the-pandemic-on-requests-for-access-arrangements
https://www.communicate-ed.org.uk/resources/guidelines-for-candidates-eligible-for-access-arrangements
https://www.communicate-ed.org.uk/resources/guidelines-for-candidates-eligible-for-access-arrangements
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/perceptions-of-a-levels-gcses-and-other-qualifications-wave-20
https://www.jcq.org.uk/exams-office/post-results-services/
https://www.jcq.org.uk/exams-office/access-arrangements-and-special-consideration/forms/
https://www.pearson.com/uk/educators/fe-college-educators/vq-bulletin-blog/2022/04/vq-bulletin-issue-42.html
https://www.jcq.org.uk/exams-office/results-and-certification/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/advance-information-for-november-2022-examinations
https://teach.ocr.org.uk/weekly-roundup-28-april-21
https://www.jcq.org.uk/exams-office/blogs/understanding-and-avoiding-malpractice/
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/regulating-gcses-as-and-a-levels-guide-for-schools-and-colleges-2022
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/about-us/qualification-brands/edexcel/pearson-general-qualifications-bulletin.news.html?article=%2Fcontent%2Fdemo%2Fen%2Fnews-policy%2Fqualifications%2Fgeneral-qualifications%2Fgeneral-qualifications-bulletin-uk-issue-30
https://www.ocr.org.uk/blog/reviews-of-marking-centre-assessed-marks/?fbclid=IwAR1Pog3Vd4Q5cd9r2BbH2hrfHpsOuWPdtzPHo6fujvKpLXnBYbhPKluzvZA
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/appeals-for-gcse-as-a-level-and-project-2020-to-2021-academic-year
https://support.pearson.com/uk/s/article/Exams-Officer-Update-newsletter-archive
https://educationhub.blog.gov.uk/2022/04/12/everything-you-need-to-know-about-covid-measures-during-exams-this-summer/
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(11/04/2022)  Communicate-ed update – Resources and suggestions to help meet the challenges of increased 
Access Arrangement Requests in 2022 (Incorporating various resources from a number of providers, including The 

Exams Office, PATOSS, Communicate-ed and Lorraine Lee to help with the issues raised) 

(08/04/2022)  

• JCQ Bulletin – Special consideration Guidance 

• AQA update – Supplementary guidance on special consideration process for summer 2022 exams 

• JCQ updates A guide to the special consideration process (This document has been updated, 8 April 2022, to 
take account of the UK Health Security Agency’s Guidance for people with symptoms of a respiratory infection 
including COVID-19, or a positive test result for COVID-19) 

• Latest update for Cambridge Schools – Update on June 2022 series – 7 April 2022 

• DfE updates guidance – Emergency planning and response for education, childcare, and children’s social care 

settings (Updated guidance for children’s social care providers, Critical workers annex and advice to check 
and register with Ofsted) 

(07/04/2022) 

• JCQ statement on latest covid health advice 

• DfE guidance – Responsibility for exams (This publication was withdrawn on 7 April 2022. This content 

is no longer current policy and you do not need to follow it) 

(06/04/2022) 

• Eduqas article – Summer 2022: SecEd podcast and supporting guide now available 

• Pearson issues Exams Officer Update and General Qualifications Bulletin 

(04/04/2022) Pearson issues VQ Bulletin 

(01/04/2022) 

• Eduqas article – Working together to get exam ready 

• AQA issues Exams update – April 2022 

• DfE updates guidance – Coronavirus (COVID-19): school and college performance measures (Removed 
‘Coronavirus (COVID-19): school and college accountability 2019 to 2020’ as it has been withdrawn) 

• DfE updates guidance – Responsibility for exams (Removed the public health guidance to support exams for 

2021 to 2022 as it has been withdrawn) 

• OCR issues final spring roundup 

• DfE blog – Living with Covid: the end of routine testing in schools, colleges and childcare settings 

(31/03/2022)  

• JCQ Bulletin – 31st March 2022 (Become an Examiner; Invigilator Vacancy Map) 

• Ofqual consultation outcome – Technical consultation on regulating Digital Functional Skills qualifications 

• Ofqual news story – Rules set for new digital functional skills qualifications 

(25/03/2022)  

• OCR issues weekly roundup 

• DfE updates guidance – Secondary accountability measures (including Progress 8 and Attainment 8) (Added 

an updated version of ‘Secondary accountability measures: update for 2021 to 2022 performance measures’) 

• Ofqual: rolling update (Updated with additional information for teachers on collecting evidence for use in 

contingency arrangements) 

(24/03/2022) Pearson issues General Qualifications Bulletin 

(23/03/2022) 

• New AQA videos explaining 2022 exam changes 

• Pearson issues Exams Officer Update 

• WJEC article – Summer 2022 – getting exam ready 

https://www.communicate-ed.org.uk/communicate-ed-membership/the-impact-of-the-pandemic-on-requests-for-access-arrangements
https://www.jcq.org.uk/media-centre-2/e-newsletters/
https://www.aqa.org.uk/exams-administration/exams-administration-updates/new-aqa-videos-explaining-2022-exam-changes2
https://www.jcq.org.uk/exams-office/access-arrangements-and-special-consideration/regulations-and-guidance/
https://www.cambridgeinternational.org/news/news-details/view/update-on-june-2022-series-7april2022/?fbclid=IwAR1pi5hPBLhqoM4Ucyp_E3IbK6Lmpr6-H6pz7zheVKPQMFJI_E46rHXjXnA
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/emergency-planning-and-response-for-education-childcare-and-childrens-social-care-settings
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/emergency-planning-and-response-for-education-childcare-and-childrens-social-care-settings
https://www.jcq.org.uk/jcq-statement-on-latest-covid-health-advice/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/responsibility-for-autumn-gcse-as-and-a-level-exam-series?utm_source=bb837739-75f8-4712-8238-08f203ef11cc&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_content=immediate
https://www.eduqas.co.uk/articles/summer-2022-seced-podcast-and-supporting-guide-now-available/
http://view.ocrm1.pearson.com/?qs=29d7d805c9c21b9dd2fefa61532dbbd4b4aa628090e20908448c55131ac7cc29e1703163400b21838f1eb8939f204646f8bdfe38369da33125bc5bf7bbe1ae964b76cb9ad2b064b232041f49c790bff9
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/about-us/qualification-brands/edexcel/pearson-general-qualifications-bulletin.news.html?article=%2Fcontent%2Fdemo%2Fen%2Fnews-policy%2Fqualifications%2Fgeneral-qualifications%2Fgeneral-qualifications-bulletin-uk-issue-29
https://www.pearson.com/uk/educators/fe-college-educators/vq-bulletin-blog/2022/04/vq-bulletin-issue-41.html
https://www.eduqas.co.uk/articles/working-together-to-get-exam-ready/
https://www.aqa.org.uk/exams-administration/become-an-aqa-centre/exams-officer-services/exams-updates
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-school-and-college-performance-measures
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/responsibility-for-autumn-gcse-as-and-a-level-exam-series
https://teach.ocr.org.uk/weekly-roundup-27?fbclid=IwAR0VUbthhK9bGCnUMO0hzS4YuOhCtIcyaWmmgopvB8pniws7ykQ47UqCNTo
https://educationhub.blog.gov.uk/2022/03/30/living-with-covid-the-end-of-routine-testing-in-schools-colleges-and-childcare-settings/
https://www.jcq.org.uk/media-centre-2/e-newsletters/
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/technical-consultation-on-regulating-digital-functional-skills-qualifications
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/rules-set-for-new-digital-functional-skills-qualifications
https://teach.ocr.org.uk/weekly-roundup-26
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/progress-8-school-performance-measure
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/ofqual-rolling-update
http://view.ocrm1.pearson.com/?qs=1d3aa56f0378e3345bc3ee8447d428baf532a1ed7d3b291dd35315a078215c69d00844582a4d90e4518a414db8ba98bf6d41cdc4acc57156f93b75119152aa800733deb785decc05852225d8ca5fdd10&fbclid=IwAR2NP-QNg3zZGX2ubWSS6v8Oc1fsnZo55TF2IaipugMmRYLu3b1S4e2dzY8
https://www.aqa.org.uk/exams-administration/exams-administration-updates/new-aqa-videos-explaining-2022-exam-changes
http://view.ocrm1.pearson.com/?qs=bebde45142703e592eee0775d443430a7d21baf838bb1984078d7c68aa1861ab980186ce5ea985889a2134d6c26cf36b049aa593f6e0b9ff7278ba187e54c303d4e762c0569c7cc1310bf09c7f78b5b8
https://www.wjec.co.uk/articles/summer-2022-getting-exam-ready/


 

10 

(22/03/2022) Ofqual launches open consultation – Subject-level conditions and guidance for new French, German 
and Spanish GCSEs This consultation closes at 11:45pm on 13 April 2022 

(21/03/2022) Pearson issues VQ Bulletin 

(18/03/2022) OCR issues Exams Officer Update and weekly roundup 

(17/03/2022) Pearson issues Exams Officer Update 

(15/03/2022) 

• Ofqual: rolling update (updated by adding in links to this year’s student guide to exams and assessments) 

• Dr Jo Saxton’s speech at 2022 ASCL conference (A speech by Ofqual’s Chief Regulator at the Association of 

School and College Leaders Annual Conference 2022) 

(11/03/2022) 

• Education Secretary addresses Association of School and College Leaders conference 

• Update for Cambridge Schools – 11 March 2022 

• OCR issues weekly roundup 

(10/03/2022) 

• Qualifications Wales issues An Overview of the January 2022 results 

• JCQ and the Exam Boards have published a notice regarding the marking and moderation of NEA (non-exam 

assessment) in light of the measures announced on grading for students taking exams this summer 

• JCQ issues March 2022 Bulletin (Unauthorised Items Poster Clarification, NEA Marking and 

Moderation, Updated FAQs on Advance Information) 

• Pearson issues General Qualifications Bulletin 

(08/03/2022) Ofqual publishes guidance – Student guide to exams and formal assessments in 2021 to 2022 (A guide 

for students on how GCSEs, A levels, vocational and technical qualifications are graded and awarded in the academic 
year 2021 to 2022) 

(04/03/2022) OCR issues weekly roundup 

(03/03/2022) 

• JCQ updates its Unauthorised items poster to include the ban to both smart and regular watches 

• JCQ publishes notice to confirm the arrangements for timetable clashes involving AS and A Level Mathematics 

and Further Mathematics 

• JCQ issues March 2022 e-Newsletter including link to a blog – Supporting exams officers with timetable 

clashes 

(02/03/2022) 

• Pearson issues Exams Officer Update 

• DfE launches open consultation – Review of post-16 qualifications at level 2 and below (Consultation seeking 
views on proposals to reform post-16 qualifications at level 1, level 2 and entry level. This consultation closes 
at 11:45pm on 27 April 2022) 

• DfE publishes consultation outcome – Post-16 study at level 2 and below: call for evidence (Added the public 
responses to the call for evidence and a link to the new consultation asking for views on the groups of 
qualifications we propose should continue to receive public funding) 

(01/03/2022) AQA issues Exams update – March 2022 

(28/02/2022) 

• Pearson issues VQ Bulletin 

• Ofqual updates collection – Resources to help students prepare for exams and assessments (Updates to 
reflect recent work helping students to feel confident ahead of exams and formal assessments) 

• Ofqual rolling update (Updated – taking out information regarding the autumn series results days for GCSEs 

and A levels, which have now passed) 

(25/02/2022) OCR issues weekly roundup 

https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/subject-level-conditions-and-guidance-for-new-french-german-and-spanish-gcses
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/subject-level-conditions-and-guidance-for-new-french-german-and-spanish-gcses
https://www.pearson.com/uk/educators/fe-college-educators/vq-bulletin-blog/2022/03/vq-bulletin-issue-40.html
https://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/exams-officer-update/
https://teach.ocr.org.uk/weekly-roundup-25-march-16
http://view.ocrm1.pearson.com/?qs=49d4107980865ed2a4022f606663017064ae7bfad57bcad99954f2bcdd0ca009957500fcd754ab5b691c4590f94a876a78c5bb91e9789576e29fd88ff59f445741d4ef0aa8a0af83324ac6a38e356393
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/ofqual-rolling-update
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/dr-jo-saxtons-speech-at-2022-ascl-conference
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/education-secretary-addresses-association-of-school-and-college-leaders-conference
https://www.cambridgeinternational.org/news/news-details/view/update-on-june-2022-exams-20220310/
https://teach.ocr.org.uk/weekly-roundup-24-11-march-2022
https://www.qualificationswales.org/english/news/an-overview-of-the-january-2022-results/
https://www.jcq.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/JCQ-NEA-Marking-and-Moderation.pdf
https://www.jcq.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/JCQ-NEA-Marking-and-Moderation.pdf
https://www.jcq.org.uk/media-centre-2/e-newsletters/
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/about-us/qualification-brands/edexcel/pearson-general-qualifications-bulletin.news.html?article=/content/demo/en/news-policy/qualifications/general-qualifications/general-qualifications-bulletin-uk-issue-27
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/student-guide-to-exams-and-formal-assessments-in-2021-to-2022
https://teach.ocr.org.uk/weekly-roundup-4-march-2022
https://www.jcq.org.uk/exams-office/exam-room-posters/
https://www.jcq.org.uk/exams-office/ice---instructions-for-conducting-examinations/
https://www.jcq.org.uk/exams-office/ice---instructions-for-conducting-examinations/
https://www.jcq.org.uk/media-centre-2/e-newsletters/
https://www.jcq.org.uk/exams-office/blogs/supporting-exams-officers-with-timetable-clashes/
https://www.jcq.org.uk/exams-office/blogs/supporting-exams-officers-with-timetable-clashes/
http://view.ocrm1.pearson.com/?qs=699f40b76a06db42b9e0e39e9275efe11161c3a97bf3c49074e9dc5a081ba8c65e62ef4a4850f4dc481156ebd6efcc2bddf676bc939175e57753fb685a3960d1292ab516a6f544f32bde6be36605c8fb
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/review-of-post-16-qualifications-at-level-2-and-below
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/post-16-study-at-level-2-and-below-call-for-evidence
https://www.aqa.org.uk/exams-administration/become-an-aqa-centre/exams-officer-services/exams-updates
https://www.pearson.com/uk/educators/fe-college-educators/vq-bulletin-blog/2022/02/vq-bulletin-issue-39.html
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/resources-to-help-with-test-anxiety
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/ofqual-rolling-update
https://teach.ocr.org.uk/weekly-roundup-25-february-2022
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(24/02/2022) 

• JCQ publishes results tables for the Autumn 2021 GCSEs 

• DfE updates guidance – Responsibility for exams (Updated sections on testing positive or showing symptoms 
of COVID-19 and isolation in ‘Public health guidance to support exams for 2021 to 2022’ to reflect new public 

health guidance from 24 February) 

• News story – Ofqual seeks views on regulatory approach for level 3 qualifications (The consultation opens on 
Thursday 24 February, and will run for eight weeks, ending on Wednesday 20 April at 23.45) 

• Ofqual open consultation – Regulating academic and technical qualifications at level 3 (Proposed regulatory 
approach for alternative academic and alternative technical qualifications at level 3 in England) 

(23/02/2022) Pearson issues Exams Officer Update and General Qualifications Bulletin 

(22/02/2022) DfE updates guidance – Responsibility for exams (Updated to reflect the end of the asymptomatic 
testing programme. Reference made to UK Health Security Agency (UKHSA) guidance on contact tracing and isolation 
which comes into effect from Thursday 24 February 2022) 

(18/02/2022) 

• Update for Cambridge schools on 2022 exams – 18 February 2022 

• DfE updates guidance – Coronavirus (COVID-19): school and college performance measures (Added links to 

information about adjustments to the way we calculate key stage 4 performance measures and 16 to 18 
performance measures for 2021 to 2022) 

(16/02/2022) DfE updates guidance –Post-16 qualifications at level 3: guidance for providers (Updated to reflect 

recent changes to the timeline for the reforms, and the removal of English and Maths entry requirements from T 
Levels) 

(15/02/2022) DfE publishes corporate report – Review of the Education and Skills Funding Agency (Review of the 
Education and Skills Funding Agency (ESFA), and changes to the way the Department for Education (DfE) will operate 

from 1 April 2022 onwards) 

(14/02/2022) Ofqual updates guidance – Exam procedures review service (Updated for autumn to winter 2021 to 
2022) and Terms of reference for exam procedure reviews (Updates to Exam Procedures Review Service Terms of 
Reference for January 2022) 

(11/02/2022)  

• Pearson issues General Qualifications Bulletin 

• OCR issues weekly roundup 

(10/02/2022)  

• Ofqual correspondence – Letter to heads about the release of Advance Information – contains a message to 

share with candidates at your school or college and any private candidates you may be supporting 

• The Ofqual blog – What sorts of things might help you prepare for exams? 

• OCR issues Exams Officer Update 

(08/02/2022)  

• JCQ issues February 2022 Bulletin (Advance Information, GCSE Autumn Exam Series, Become an Examiner 

for 2022, Exam Entries Deadline) 

• DfE updates guidance – Secondary accountability measures (including Progress 8 and Attainment 8) and 16 

to 18 accountability headline measures 

(07/02/2022) 

• DfE blog – How we are helping students prepare for exams this summer 

• Ofqual guidance: 

Ofqual: rolling update 

Additional help for students taking exams in summer 2022: postcard 

Subject-by-subject support for GCSE, AS and A level students in 2022 

Coping with exam pressure – a guide for students 

https://www.jcq.org.uk/examination-results/?post-year=2022&post-location=
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/responsibility-for-autumn-gcse-as-and-a-level-exam-series
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/ofqual-seeks-views-on-regulatory-approach-for-level-3-qualifications
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/regulating-academic-and-technical-qualifications-at-level-3
http://view.ocrm1.pearson.com/?qs=50bb194b529310d0ac309b3a2e148fd6fcf8f1e0442dd839b9e6e6a588cb4b0d99e207d25d87d451a7c02cbf3f515ae3ff2611e8d482d455b237e82b2f3c7b2275ee291ff5d9857b47676aced4d375d0
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/about-us/qualification-brands/edexcel/pearson-general-qualifications-bulletin.news.html?article=%2Fcontent%2Fdemo%2Fen%2Fnews-policy%2Fqualifications%2Fgeneral-qualifications%2Fgeneral-qualifications-bulletin-uk-issue-26
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/responsibility-for-autumn-gcse-as-and-a-level-exam-series
https://www.cambridgeinternational.org/news/news-details/view/update-for-cambridge-schools-on-2022-exams-20220218/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-school-and-college-performance-measures
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/post-16-qualifications-at-level-3-guidance-for-providers
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/review-of-the-education-and-skills-funding-agency
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/exam-procedures-review-service
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/casework-process-and-terms-of-reference-for-exam-procedure-reviews
http://view.ocrm1.pearson.com/?qs=05ac9bbbe784d44132f0f2f7cf87bf87b0fcb647467b8ac1ce650dd2d270bcce19799a398e1ac56b5422568d37351d50dbd62acbba453a4c33b04b3fdc91f31b799d653d68ca0ed3de3b8167b0340041#UK%20General%20Qualifications%20Summer%202022%20Entry%20Deadline
https://teach.ocr.org.uk/ocr-weekly-roundup-11-february-2022
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/letter-to-heads-about-the-release-of-advance-information/letter-to-heads-about-advance-information-on-gcse-as-and-a-level-exams
https://ofqual.blog.gov.uk/2022/02/10/what-sorts-of-things-might-help-you-prepare-for-exams/
https://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/exams-officer-update/
https://www.jcq.org.uk/media-centre-2/e-newsletters/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/progress-8-school-performance-measure
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/16-to-19-accountability-headline-measures-technical-guide
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/16-to-19-accountability-headline-measures-technical-guide
https://educationhub.blog.gov.uk/2022/02/07/how-we-are-helping-students-prepare-for-exams-this-summer-advance-information/
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/ofqual-rolling-update
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/additional-help-for-students-taking-exams-in-summer-2022-postcard
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/subject-by-subject-support-for-gcse-as-and-a-level-students-in-2022
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coping-with-exam-pressure-a-guide-for-students
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• Advance Information links and guidance: 

AQA 

- Advance information available now 

Eduqas 

- Advance information now available 

OCR 

- Advance information for summer 2022 exams now available 

Pearson 

- Advance information now available 

WJEC 

- Advance information available 

JCQ 

- Advance Information Student Guide (also available in plain text format) 

- Find out more about Advance Information from JCQ member awarding organisations 

• Ofqual 

– DfE and Ofqual press release – Revision help for students published for summer exams 

– Ofqual correspondence – Advance information, summer 2022: letter to responsible officers 

(04/02/2022) 

• OCR issues weekly roundup 

• Pearson issues VQ Bulletin 

(03/02/2022) 

• Ofqual: rolling update (Added information on special consideration for Applied Generals, Tech Awards, Tech 
Certs and Tech Levels in England) 

• Ofqual guidance for awarding organisations published – Special consideration policies for technical 

qualifications 

(02/02/2022) Pearson issues Exams Officer Update 

(28/01/2022)  

• OCR issues weekly roundup 

• Ofqual update – Dr Jo Saxton speech at Sixth Form Colleges Association conference 

(27/01/2022) 

• Pearson issues General Qualifications Bulletin 

• Ofqual publishes Official Statistics – Appeals for GCSE, AS and A level: summer 2021 

(26/01/2022) AQA issues Exams update – January 2022 

(25/01/2022) Pearson issues VQ Bulletin 

(24/01/2022)  DfE joint press release – More support for schools and students as plan B comes to an end 

(21/01/2022) OCR issues Exams Officer Update and weekly roundup 

(20/01/2022) DfE again updates guidance – Responsibility for exams (We have updated the ‘Public health guidance 
to support exams for 2021 to 2022’ to align with the Plan B announcement on 19 January 2022. This includes the 

removal of the recommendation to wear face coverings in communal areas from 27 January. We have also made 
housekeeping changes to streamline the guidance) 

(19/01/2022) 

• Pearson issues Exams Officer Update 

https://www.aqa.org.uk/2022-exam-changes
https://www.aqa.org.uk/2022-exam-changes
https://www.eduqas.co.uk/home/2022-here-to-support-you/as-a-level-and-gcse-assessment-arrangements/advance-information/
https://www.eduqas.co.uk/home/2022-here-to-support-you/as-a-level-and-gcse-assessment-arrangements/advance-information/
https://www.ocr.org.uk/supporting-you/
https://www.ocr.org.uk/news/advance-information-for-summer-2022-exams-now-available/
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/campaigns/summer-2022-support.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/campaigns/summer-2022-support.html
https://www.wjec.co.uk/articles/summer-2022-advance-information/
https://www.wjec.co.uk/articles/summer-2022-advance-information/
https://www.jcq.org.uk/summer-2022-arrangements/
https://www.jcq.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/JCQ_Advance-Information-Student-Guide.pdf
https://www.jcq.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/070222-Advance-Information-Student-Guide.pdf
https://www.jcq.org.uk/summer-2022-arrangements/advance-information/
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/gcse-as-and-a-level-qualifications-in-2022
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/revision-help-for-students-published-for-summer-exams
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/advance-information-summer-2022-letter-to-responsible-officers
https://teach.ocr.org.uk/ocr-weekly-roundup-4-february-2022
https://www.pearson.com/uk/educators/fe-college-educators/vq-bulletin-blog/2022/02/vq-bulletin-issue-38.html
https://www.gov.uk/government/latest?departments%5B%5D=ofqual
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/special-consideration-policies-for-technical-qualifications
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/special-consideration-policies-for-technical-qualifications
http://view.ocrm1.pearson.com/?qs=da898ac5f6efa7d9a3f01a2612117affc95f257bcfc2a1faedf2e0ef0a6deeb43d9f104492a4291d981681a040883cc2507592adb4a0c88d040982afbc164ad006b0018de21395a29fa33bd0ad5ce927
https://teach.ocr.org.uk/ocr-weekly-roundup-28-january-2022
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/dr-jo-saxton-speech-at-sixth-form-colleges-association-conference
http://view.ocrm1.pearson.com/?qs=c45994c400a52da946936f5e452be208fb9b93186915ef426ded0d567e18cd24e661d57a302d0a5e6334777359c8a01ab9459155257b6d309eb2b228cededc2af19c3e760d571260c0fa11ded2384929
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/appeals-for-gcse-as-and-a-level-summer-2021
https://www.aqa.org.uk/exams-administration/become-an-aqa-centre/exams-officer-services/exams-updates
https://www.pearson.com/uk/educators/fe-college-educators/vq-bulletin-blog/2022/01/vq-bulletin-issue-37.html
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/more-support-for-schools-and-students-as-plan-b-comes-to-an-end
https://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/exams-officer-update/
https://teach.ocr.org.uk/ocr-weekly-roundup-21-january-2022
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/responsibility-for-autumn-gcse-as-and-a-level-exam-series
http://view.ocrm1.pearson.com/?qs=487d4f1604bdcec19e53a79e46c870d5acad4fc39f8951425acdae4a1a5dd64332af86089c44ad284ca99020e14e47be2ca3efae7fec1f0132ca0798fcf5a797bdca3a9a66ac10c3b286846bd5705584
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• Ofqual: rolling update (Update to the private candidate section which states that the Joint Council for 
Qualifications (JCQ) has published a list of schools, colleges and other exam centres that will accept private 

candidate entries for GCSEs, AS and A levels in summer 2022) 

• (18/01/2022) DfE updates guidance – Responsibility for exams (Updated with information about an extension 

to the existing ESS arrangements to allow centres to claim additional invigilator costs in cases of staff absence 
for exams and assessments not previously eligible) 

(14/01/2022)  

• Update for Cambridge schools on 2022 exams 

• OCR issues weekly roundup 

• DfE press release – Reforms to encourage more students to take up language GCSEs 

• Ofqual news story – New assessments for GCSE French, German and Spanish 

(13/01/2022) 

• The Ofqual blog – GCSE English and maths results in the November series 

• JCQ publishes results tables – GCSE November 2021 English Language, Mathematics, Mathematics Numeracy 

and Welsh First Language 

• Qualifications Wales news – Overview of November 2021 results 

(12/01/2022) Pearson issues VQ Bulletin and General Qualifications Bulletin 

(11/01/2022) JCQ issues January 2022 Bulletin – Special Consideration Applications, Modified Paper Orders, GCSE 
English Language and Mathematics Results – November 2021 

(10/01/2022) Pearson update – Managing Absence in BTEC External Assessments 

(07/01/2022) OCR issues weekly roundup 

(05/01/2022) 

• Pearson issues Exams Officer Update 

• Qualifications Wales news – An update on exams this year 

(04/01/2022) 

• AQA to launch major on-screen assessment pilot 

• Pearson issues VQ Bulletin 

(02/01/2022) DfE updates guidance – Responsibility for exams (Updated ‘Public health guidance to support exams for 
2021 to 2022’ with changes to the advice on face coverings and brought the guidance on self-isolation arrangements 

in line with other government guidance) 

(17/12/2021) 

• AQA update – January 2022 exams and assessments will go ahead as planned 

• Eduqas issues VQ Update: January 2022 assessments 

• AQA issues Exams update – December 2021 

• Ofqual updates rolling update (Added information about January assessments for vocational and technical 
qualifications) 

• OCR issues Exams Officer Update and weekly roundup 

(16/12/2021) 

• JCQ issues December 2021 Bulletin – Past Papers, November A Level and AS Results, Private Candidates 

• JCQ publishes GCE A Level & GCE AS Level Results Autumn 2021 (England Only) 

• The Ofqual blog – AS and A level results in the autumn 2021 series 

• DfE updates guidance – Responsibility for exams (Updated the ‘DfE exam support service: autumn 2021 

exam fees, venues and invigilators’ guidance to include that the claims service for DfE 2021 qualifications 
funding is now open) 

o Private candidate support grant: information for exam centres 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/ofqual-rolling-update
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/responsibility-for-autumn-gcse-as-and-a-level-exam-series
https://www.cambridgeinternational.org/news/news-details/view/update-for-cambridge-schools-on-2022-exams-20220114/
https://teach.ocr.org.uk/ocr-weekly-roundup-14-january-2022
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/reforms-to-encourage-more-students-to-take-up-language-gcses
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/new-assessments-for-gcse-french-german-and-spanish
https://ofqual.blog.gov.uk/2022/01/13/gcse-english-and-maths-results-in-the-november-series-2/
https://www.jcq.org.uk/examination-results/
https://www.jcq.org.uk/examination-results/
https://www.qualificationswales.org/english/news/overview-of-november-2021-results/
https://www.pearson.com/uk/educators/fe-college-educators/vq-bulletin-blog/2022/01/vq-bulletin-issue-36.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/about-us/qualification-brands/edexcel/pearson-general-qualifications-bulletin.news.html?article=%2Fcontent%2Fdemo%2Fen%2Fnews-policy%2Fqualifications%2Fgeneral-qualifications%2Fgeneral-qualifications-bulletin-uk-issue-23
https://www.jcq.org.uk/media-centre-2/e-newsletters/
https://www.jcq.org.uk/media-centre-2/e-newsletters/
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/teaching-and-learning-hub/external-assessment-2021-2022/guidance-for-centres-managing-btec-exams-in-jan-feb-2022.pdf?fbclid=IwAR0KYtvaeHFZm_h-REV4kp40fjDlzm0x0jfDB06HHQtgCWtUA11qC4gbMBA
https://teach.ocr.org.uk/weekly-roundup-7-january-2022
http://view.ocrm1.pearson.com/?qs=1a38338832cb4420b54c856d61b38eb5d991bdefead8f272b6bb29076ac97e676982532dffd3add4630428974f3068651872d7bacba9a8a242ab44146be40bc8e8e8b78763a22c3daba19a70512a6ff4
https://www.qualificationswales.org/english/news/an-update-on-exams-this-year/
https://www.aqa.org.uk/news/aqa-to-launch-major-on-screen-assessment-pilot
https://www.pearson.com/uk/educators/fe-college-educators/vq-bulletin-blog/2022/01/vq-bulletin-issue-35.html
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/responsibility-for-autumn-gcse-as-and-a-level-exam-series
https://www.aqa.org.uk/exams-administration/exams-administration-updates/january-2022-exams-and-assessments-will-go-ahead-as-planned
https://www.eduqas.co.uk/articles/vq-update-january-2022-assessments/
https://www.aqa.org.uk/exams-administration/become-an-aqa-centre/exams-officer-services/exams-updates
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/ofqual-rolling-update
https://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/exams-officer-update/
https://teach.ocr.org.uk/ocr-weekly-roundup-17-december-2021
https://www.jcq.org.uk/media-centre-2/e-newsletters/
https://www.jcq.org.uk/examination-results/
https://ofqual.blog.gov.uk/2021/12/16/as-and-a-level-results-in-the-autumn-2021-series/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/responsibility-for-autumn-gcse-as-and-a-level-exam-series
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/private-candidate-support-grant-information-for-exam-centres
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o Priority appeals centre payments 

• Ofqual News story – Monitoring reports on qualification awards (Ofqual oversaw the delivery of 6 million 

GCSE, AS and A level grades last summer, and 4.6 million vocational and technical qualification grades in past 
year) 

• Ofqual publishes official statistics: 

o Entries and late entries for GCSE, AS and A level: 2020 to 2021 academic year 

o Malpractice in GCSE, AS and A level: summer 2021 exam series 

• Qualifications Wales publishes annual release – Malpractice for GCSE, AS and A level in Wales Summer 

2021 exam series 

(15/12/2021) Pearson issues General Qualifications Bulletin 

(14/12/2021)  

• DfE updates guidance – Responsibility for exams (Updated the section on Tracing close contacts and isolation 
to reflect the changes to isolation rules in ‘Public health guidance to support exams for 2021 to 2022’) 

• Ofqual updates guidance – Awarding of functional skills in 2021 (Updated the table, under ‘The options 

available’, that shows what assessment options each awarding organisation offers) 

(10/12/2021) 

• Update for Cambridge Schools – 10 December 2021 

• DfE updates guidance – Key stage 4 qualifications, discount codes and point scores and 16 to 18 
qualifications, discount codes and point scores 

• OCR issues weekly roundup 

(09/12/2021)  

• OCR News – What to expect from advance information 

• WJEC News – Advance Information update (Summer 2022) – WJEC GCSE and AS/A levels 

• JCQ issues December 2021 Bulletin 

• JCQ publishes Advance Information Summer 2022 FAQs for General Qualifications for exam centres and 
students 

• Ofqual publishes a letter to schools and colleges on advance information 2022 

• News story – Permanent Ofqual Chair appointed 

• News story – Ofqual publishes NRT results and contextual analysis 2021 

(08/12/2021) Pearson issues VQ Bulletin 

(06/12/2021) OCR Customer Support article – New XML results files for GCSEs and A Levels 

(03/12/2021) 

• AQA update – Entry fees for Summer 2022 

• Ofqual updates rolling update 

• OCR issues weekly roundup 

• Pearson issues Exams Officer Update 

(02/12/2021) 

• Ofqual publishes Guidance for centres: awarding VTQs in 2021 and 2022 

• JCQ issues December 2021 e-newsletter 

• Pearson issues VQ Bulletin 

(01/12/2021) 

• Pearson issues General Qualifications Bulletin 

• ESFA updates guidance – Coronavirus (COVID-19) 2021 qualifications fund for schools and colleges – How to 

submit a claim for eligible costs related to the qualifications fund for the period October 2021 to March 2022 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/priority-appeals-centre-payments
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/monitoring-reports-on-qualification-awards
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/entries-and-late-entries-for-gcse-as-and-a-level-2020-to-2021-academic-year
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/malpractice-in-gcse-as-and-a-level-summer-2021-exam-series
https://www.qualificationswales.org/english/publications/malpractice-for-gcse-as-and-a-level-in-wales-summer-2021-exam-series/
https://www.qualificationswales.org/english/publications/malpractice-for-gcse-as-and-a-level-in-wales-summer-2021-exam-series/
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/about-us/qualification-brands/edexcel/pearson-general-qualifications-bulletin.news.html?article=%2Fcontent%2Fdemo%2Fen%2Fnews-policy%2Fqualifications%2Fgeneral-qualifications%2Fgeneral-qualifications-bulletin-uk-issue-22
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/responsibility-for-autumn-gcse-as-and-a-level-exam-series?utm_source=bb837739-75f8-4712-8238-08f203ef11cc&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_content=immediate
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/awarding-of-functional-skills-in-2021
https://www.cambridgeinternational.org/news/news-details/view/information-about-results-release-for-november-2021-series-june-2022-exams-and-our-portfolio-of-evidence-approach-10december2021/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/key-stage-4-qualifications-discount-codes-and-point-scores
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/16-to-19-qualifications-discount-codes-and-point-scores
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/16-to-19-qualifications-discount-codes-and-point-scores
https://teach.ocr.org.uk/ocr-weekly-roundup-10-december-2021
https://www.ocr.org.uk/news/what-to-expect-from-advance-information/
https://www.wjec.co.uk/articles/advance-information-update-summer-2022-wjec-gcse-and-as-a-levels/
https://www.jcq.org.uk/media-centre-2/e-newsletters/
https://www.jcq.org.uk/summer-2022-arrangements/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/letter-to-schools-on-advance-information-2022
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/permanent-ofqual-chair-appointed
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/ofqual-publishes-nrt-results-and-contextual-analysis-2021
https://www.pearson.com/uk/educators/fe-college-educators/vq-bulletin-blog/2021/12/vq-bulletin-issue-34.html
https://support.ocr.org.uk/hc/en-gb/articles/4411191422098-New-XML-results-files-for-GCSEs-and-A-Levels
https://www.aqa.org.uk/exams-administration/exams-administration-updates/summer-2022-exam-entry-fees
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/ofqual-rolling-update
https://teach.ocr.org.uk/ocr-weekly-roundup-3-december-2021
http://view.ocrm1.pearson.com/?qs=e0cc8d5ceefe56f262eec1b0444fdeb4abe99577e7971f05e1eb3628898f4f719cbf06e7309094f76e7a10b89f35988e7efd72d3ff0fc327abcdbfbb4376c13b92c9e6fbe37b5dc690577fb39730d4d1
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/guidance-for-centres-awarding-vtqs-in-2021-and-2022
https://www.jcq.org.uk/media-centre-2/e-newsletters/
https://www.pearson.com/uk/educators/fe-college-educators/vq-bulletin-blog/2021/12/vq-bulletin-issue-33.html
http://view.ocrm1.pearson.com/?qs=fc25a85c43843d90f3f1cb89047f409277374b92d5a5ed6cb9dc87f3bf1261e7ffef69af3c61ac29b0051e72b4bc5e7826096e5949963f46a2958d9360e704ce305388573f85cb35723179445164bbc1&fbclid=IwAR2VXXQu00hDWFw_5aASgmAXnhKU6N6SWyJx30QYO0UKs2ePBdb6bGTUGeU#MFL%20windows
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/dfe-exam-support-service-claiming-costs
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(29/11/2021) DfE updates guidance – Responsibility for exams 

(26/11/2021) 

• Ofqual News story – New guidance for AOs on prevention of malpractice 

• Ofqual Consultation outcome – Consultation on guidance on malpractice and maladministration 

• OCR issues weekly roundup 

(25/11/2021) 

• AQA news - The future of GCSE Modern Foreign Languages – A joint statement from AQA, ASCL, Association 

for Language Learning, Eduqas, HMC, ISMLA, NAHT, NALA and Pearson Edexcel 

• Ofqual Consultation opens on remaining policy and draft rules to regulate new digital qualifications 

• Ofqual publishes official statistics: Entries for GCSE: November 2021 exam series – Provisional entries for 
GCSE: autumn 2021 exam series and updates Statistics: vocational qualifications 

(24/11/2021) Pearson issues VQ Bulletin 

(19/11/2021) 

• Update for Cambridge schools – 19 November 2021 

• OCR issues weekly roundup 

(18/11/2021) 

• AQA issues Exams update November 2021 

• Ofqual Official Statistics – Access arrangements for GCSE, AS and A Level: 2020 to 2021 academic year 

(17/11/2021) 

• Pearson issues General Qualifications Bulletin 

• OCR issues Exams Officer Update: November 2021 

• OCR Customer Support article – Unit level teacher assessed grades: centre reviews and appeals – Cambridge 

Nationals and Cambridge Technicals 

(16/11/2021) Ofqual latest – Dr Jo Saxton speech at Federation of Awarding Bodies conference 

(12/11/2021) 

• AQA update – Contingency arrangements: GCSE, AS and A-level exams summer 2022 

• OCR issues weekly roundup 

(11/11/2021) 

• OCR news – Decisions and guidance on contingency planning confirmed for summer 2022 

• Eduqas issues SUMMER 2022: Update for centres delivering Ofqual regulated Eduqas GCSEs and AS/A levels 

• JCQ issues November 2021 Bulletin – Contingencies including a link to a series of Summer 2022 
contingencies FAQs 

• Ofqual updates guidance and regulation: 

o Understand our rules 
o GCE qualification-level conditions and requirements 

o GCSE (9 to 1) qualification-level conditions and requirements 
o GCE subject-level conditions for 2022 
o GCSE subject-level conditions for 2022 

• DfE and Ofqual News story – Contingency plans confirmed for GCSEs, AS and A levels 

• Ofqual publishes: 

o Analysis and decisions documents following a joint DfE and Ofqual consultation on contingency 

arrangements for GCSE, AS and A level, Project and AEA qualifications in 2022 

o A guidance document for centres 
o Letter to heads of schools and colleges  
o Letter to students 

o Letter to private candidates 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/responsibility-for-autumn-gcse-as-and-a-level-exam-series
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/new-guidance-for-aos-on-prevention-of-malpractice
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/consultation-on-guidance-on-malpractice-and-maladministration
https://teach.ocr.org.uk/ocr-weekly-roundup-26-november-2021
https://www.aqa.org.uk/news/the-future-of-gcse-modern-foreign-languages
https://www.aqa.org.uk/news/the-future-of-gcse-modern-foreign-languages
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/new-qualifications-aim-togive-students-core-digital-skills
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/entries-for-gcse-november-2021-exam-series
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/provisional-entries-for-gcse-autumn-2021-exam-series
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/provisional-entries-for-gcse-autumn-2021-exam-series
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/statistics-vocational-qualifications
https://www.pearson.com/uk/educators/fe-college-educators/vq-bulletin-blog/2021/11/vq-bulletin-issue-32.html
https://www.cambridgeinternational.org/news/news-details/view/update-for-cambridge-schools-19-november-2021/
https://teach.ocr.org.uk/ocr-weekly-roundup-19-november-2021
https://www.aqa.org.uk/exams-administration/become-an-aqa-centre/exams-officer-services/exams-updates
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/access-arrangements-for-gcse-as-and-a-level-2020-to-2021-academic-year
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/about-us/qualification-brands/edexcel/pearson-general-qualifications-bulletin.news.html?article=%2Fcontent%2Fdemo%2Fen%2Fnews-policy%2Fqualifications%2Fgeneral-qualifications%2Fgeneral-qualifications-bulletin-uk-issue-20
https://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/exams-officer-update/
https://support.ocr.org.uk/hc/en-gb/articles/4410098196498-Unit-level-teacher-assessed-grades-centre-reviews-and-appeals
https://support.ocr.org.uk/hc/en-gb/articles/4410098196498-Unit-level-teacher-assessed-grades-centre-reviews-and-appeals
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/dr-jo-saxton-speech-at-federation-of-awarding-bodies-conference
https://www.aqa.org.uk/exams-administration/exams-administration-updates/contingency-arrangements-gcse,-as-and-a-level-exams-summer-2022
https://teach.ocr.org.uk/ocr-weekly-roundup-12-november-2021
https://www.ocr.org.uk/news/decisions-and-guidance-on-contingency-planning-confirmed-for-summer-2022/
https://www.eduqas.co.uk/articles/summer-2022-update-for-centres-delivering-ofqual-regulated-eduqas-gcses-and-as-a-levels/
https://www.jcq.org.uk/media-centre-2/e-newsletters/
https://www.jcq.org.uk/summer-2022-arrangements/
https://www.jcq.org.uk/summer-2022-arrangements/
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/awarding-organisations-understanding-our-regulatory-requirements
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/gce-qualification-level-conditions-and-requirements
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/gcse-9-to-1-qualification-level-conditions
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/gce-subject-level-conditions-for-2022
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/gcse-subject-level-conditions-for-2022
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/contingency-plans-confirmed-for-gcses-as-and-a-levels
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/contingency-arrangements-gcse-as-a-level-project-and-aea/public-feedback/consultation-on-contingency-arrangements-for-the-award-of-gcse-as-a-level-project-and-aea-qualifications-in-2022
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/contingency-arrangements-gcse-as-a-level-project-and-aea/outcome/decisions-on-contingency-arrangements-2022-gcse-as-a-level-project-and-aea
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-on-contingency-arrangements-for-gcses-as-and-a-levels-in-summer-2022
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/open-letters-arrangements-for-gcses-as-and-a-levels-in-2022/letter-to-heads-of-schools-and-colleges
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/open-letters-arrangements-for-gcses-as-and-a-levels-in-2022/letter-to-students
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/open-letters-arrangements-for-gcses-as-and-a-levels-in-2022/letter-to-private-candidates
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(09/11/2021) Pearson issues VQ Bulletin and a Reminder: BTEC UTAGS Deadline 10/11/21 

(08/11/2021)  JCQ e-newsletter issued – November 2021 

(05/11/2021) OCR issues weekly roundup 

(04/11/2021) 

• DfE updates Statistics: GCSEs (key stage 4) and Statistics: 16 to 19 attainment 

• WJEC issues Summer 2022 Contingency arrangements: Update for centres delivering Qualifications Wales 
approved WJEC GCSEs and AS/A levels 

(03/11/2021) Pearson issues Exams Officer Update and VQ Bulletin 

(01/11/2021) Ofqual News story – Ofqual seeks views on accessible assessments for students 

(27/10/2021) OCR update to Summer 2022 arrangements for AS, A Level and GCSE qualifications information 

(22/10/2021) 

• OCR issues weekly roundup 

• Update for Cambridge schools – 22 October 2021 

(21/10/2021) DfE updates statistics collections including: Statistics: performance tables, Statistics: GCSEs (key stage 

4) and Statistics: 16 to 19 attainment 

(20/10/2021) 

• AQA update – Autumn 2021 exams: unavailable GCSE qualifications and modules 

• Pearson issues Exams Officer Update 

(19/10/2021) 

• Pearson issues VQ Bulletin 

• AQA issues Exams update – October 2021 

(18/10/2021) JCQ Bulletin – 18 October 2021 (Contingency Planning) 

(15/10/2021) OCR issues weekly roundup 

(14/10/2021)  

• Pearson issues General Qualifications Bulletin 

• OCR issues Exams Officer Update 

(13/10/2021) DfE guidance issued – Priority appeals centre payments 

(12/10/2021) JCQ e-newsletter issued – October 2021 – Advance Information 

(11/10/2021) JCQ Notice issued – Preparing for disruption to examinations Effective from 11 October 2021 

(08/10/2021) 

• Update for Cambridge schools – 8 October 2021 

• OCR issues weekly roundup 

• Pearson issues VQ Bulletin 

• (07/10/2021) Ofqual Official Statistics published - Provisional entries for AS and A level: autumn 2021 exam 
series 

(06/10/2021) 

• Pearson issues Exams Officer Update 

• Qualifications Wales confirms the summer 2022 grading approach 

• WJEC update – Summer 2022: Qualifications Wales confirms approach to grading 

• (05/10/2021) JCQ issues Update to the JCQ A2C Migration App from 4 October 2021 

(01/10/2021) 

• OCR issues weekly roundup 

• Pearson issues VQ Bulletin 

http://view.ocrm1.pearson.com/?qs=90d46e317ff20ec84c2251c6a10bea5089f52e46e66f7af70b070d4280da44802d9212d2cec749bac0f94d8d8ac75ce6b9b87614b73c71d4a567da67b0845400e34fc94767b26ca9452f2f874ff74133&fbclid=IwAR1cp-Aco7zF8aedRiMsNu_lL-2l_5EmlT314NTvIXsV2RTgoDoUI-EspvU
https://www.jcq.org.uk/media-centre-2/e-newsletters/
https://teach.ocr.org.uk/weekly-roundup-5-november-2021
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/statistics-gcses-key-stage-4
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/statistics-attainment-at-19-years
https://www.wjec.co.uk/articles/summer-2022-contingency-arrangements/?utm_source=social&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=daily&fbclid=IwAR1visa3PmnoYXZJqXaus9lZtmchs7PRN4Tjb1AjXarMnsufNJKpADPVjXo
https://www.wjec.co.uk/articles/summer-2022-contingency-arrangements/?utm_source=social&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=daily&fbclid=IwAR1visa3PmnoYXZJqXaus9lZtmchs7PRN4Tjb1AjXarMnsufNJKpADPVjXo
http://view.ocrm1.pearson.com/?qs=293328211abbcbcb59437ffbdc8a71090452c05ff8d2be533f3061bec6fe017b168db3d99243ac2770457baba6f65208c4c7345aa36519bf5ce1c874d76b801a170fb6a12daafdf62238f5d4e1106a5bf854bf2ed895a5fa
https://www.pearson.com/uk/educators/fe-college-educators/vq-bulletin-blog/2021/11/vq-bulletin-issue-30.html
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/ofqual-seeks-views-on-accessible-assessments-for-students
https://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/siu/summer-2022-adaptations-635921/
https://teach.ocr.org.uk/ocr-weekly-roundup-22-october-2021
https://www.cambridgeinternational.org/news/news-details/view/update-for-cambridge-schools-22-october-2021/
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/statistics-performance-tables
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/statistics-gcses-key-stage-4
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/statistics-gcses-key-stage-4
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/statistics-attainment-at-19-years
https://www.aqa.org.uk/exams-administration/exams-administration-updates/autumn-2021-exams-unavailable-gcse-qualifications-and-modules
http://view.ocrm1.pearson.com/?qs=818aff1d92835ff0bbbecd0e5cb46772e96afee8dd753abcc7c7eb98828362cebd6ba6d872f31c4b1826c09708d5311cc9d7459b3d924879293eaef11989abc6f60e48d65e69cb3e9a89cfc546b063f8
https://www.pearson.com/uk/educators/fe-college-educators/vq-bulletin-blog/2021/10/vq-bulletin-issue-29.html
https://www.aqa.org.uk/exams-administration/become-an-aqa-centre/exams-officer-services/exams-updates
https://www.jcq.org.uk/media-centre-2/e-newsletters/
https://teach.ocr.org.uk/ocr-weekly-roundup-15-october-2021
http://view.ocrm1.pearson.com/?qs=c06c3ef2becb912df1b2fdf1f76a46341a79186902b55b62ab921bc8e1bb0562c1143f829c65fb9d156eea959c68fe7589a0a2f5b5215028d2ea35ffcfe4ffb8df638eaea67790f0120cc9ab0bbe7a59&fbclid=IwAR1ZZb5MGufTRz9hajWPq4i1ZJyrDrH0y044ST0pJE3uFGpqmZeiu0zTZic
https://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/exams-officer-update/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/priority-appeals-centre-payments
https://www.jcq.org.uk/media-centre-2/e-newsletters/
https://www.jcq.org.uk/exams-office/general-regulations/
https://www.cambridgeinternational.org/news/news-details/view/update-for-cambridge-schools-20211007/?fbclid=IwAR1R_pvz29SMcsrwD2E-elO1eJvumkDN-PxOkNgLgnFRyxBZWxFlod9xP4A
https://teach.ocr.org.uk/weekly-roundup-8-october-2021
https://www.pearson.com/uk/educators/fe-college-educators/vq-bulletin-blog/2021/10/vq-bulletin-issue-28.html
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/provisional-entries-for-as-and-a-level-autumn-2021-exam-series
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/provisional-entries-for-as-and-a-level-autumn-2021-exam-series
http://view.ocrm1.pearson.com/?qs=4d0adbcaf443a0a8f8f1a7fbf0fb14a62b2811eb64e9796c4af596a51921f2697d45e66d8db168b17c1493730b7db9ddc51e55ffc410b3bdec571674adbbbbcd11c512ab3975eb2db327af358df91d83
https://www.qualificationswales.org/english/news/qualifications-wales-confirms-the-summer-2022-grading-approach/
https://www.wjec.co.uk/articles/summer-2022-qualifications-wales-confirms-approach-to-grading/
https://www.jcq.org.uk/media-centre-2/e-newsletters/
https://teach.ocr.org.uk/ocr-weekly-roundup-1-october-2021
http://view.ocrm1.pearson.com/?qs=e50df5c3f4ccb674f203cbbe44bdba4e758047d586e87e8b008f7efb20730cd364e56cb3e53e705db7a47e9820a6342411b077fa989f805f0acaf668a727c9f28e24b89440c44e6ed45a9ad73c4c81bd&fbclid=IwAR0Wra7LS38jdF9aVXul6J8Z_vQV1cM3qXNFWbNnqg_385n2t9wN8X_QvTY
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(30/09/2021) 

• AQA update – Consultation decisions: GCSE, AS and A-level exams summer 2022 

• Update for Cambridge schools – 30 September 2021 

• JCQ issues September 2021 Bulletin – 2022 arrangements 

• Qualifications Wales news – Grading approach and contingency plans for Wales 

• OCR news – DfE and Ofqual announce changes to GCSE, AS and A Level assessments, grading and the 

timing of results days for summer 2022 

• The Ofqual blog - Exams and Assessments 2022 – fairness and clarity 

• DfE guidance – Awarding qualifications in summer 2022 

• Ofqual authorised article – Ofqual’s approach to grading exams and assessments in summer 2022 and 
autumn 2021 

• DfE press release – Adaptations in 2022 summer exams to ensure fairness for students 

• Ofqual news story – DfE guidance on vocational contingencies published 

• DfE and Ofqual consultation outcome – Proposed changes to the assessment of GCSEs, AS and A levels in 
2022 

• DfE and Ofqual open consultation – Contingency arrangements: GCSE, AS, A level, Project and AEA 

• Ofqual and Norther Ireland Council for the Curriculum, Examinations and Assessment  guidance updated 
– Exam system contingency plan: England, Wales and Northern Ireland 

• (29/09/2021) Pearson issues General Qualifications Bulletin 

• (27/09/2021)  

• Eduqas update – 2021/2022 Adaptations to Vocational and Other General Qualifications Published 

• DfE updates guidance – Responsibility for exams 

• Update for Cambridge schools – 24 September 2021 

• (24/09/2021) Qualifications Wales publishes official statistics on changes in results at a centre level in 
summer 2021 

• (23/09/2021) AQA Exams administration update – Autumn 2021 exams: unavailable qualifications 

• (23/09/2021) Pearson issues VQ Bulletin 

• (23/09/2021) JCQ issues September 2021 Bulletin and Autumn 2021 series FAQs 

• (22/09/2021) Pearson issues Exams Officer Update 

• (21/09/2021) Ofqual guidance issued – National Reference Test 2022 – information for schools 

• (20/09/2021) Ofqual news story – New Chief Regulator at Ofqual 

• (17/09/2021) Pearson issues General Qualifications Bulletin 

• (16/09/2021) Pearson issues VQ Bulletin 

• (15/09/2021) OCR issues Exams Officer Update: September 2021 

• (14/09/2021) OCR news – Adaptations for Cambridge Nationals and Cambridge Technicals during 2021/22 

confirmed 

• (13/09/2021) OCR article – Autumn 2021: What will the question papers look like? 

• (10/09/2021) OCR issues weekly roundup 

• (10/09/2021) Update for Cambridge schools – 10 September 2021 

• (09/09/2021) Pearson issues VQ Bulletin 

• (08/09/2021) Eduqas survey Teachers, Exams Officers, senior leaders – centre visits for moderation and 
assessment in 2022 – have your say! 

• (08/09/2021) AQA issues Exams update – September 2021 

• (08/09/2021) Pearson issues Exams Officer Update 

https://www.aqa.org.uk/exams-administration/exams-administration-updates/consultation-decisions-gcses,-as-and-a-levels-summer-2022
https://www.cambridgeinternational.org/news/news-details/view/update-for-cambridge-schools-20210930/?fbclid=IwAR02apFmscQ0TM9Oacb73rusZHnrEBULrEpwcXJjpn8jVxNY59ehypP_paY
https://www.jcq.org.uk/media-centre-2/e-newsletters/
https://www.qualificationswales.org/english/news/grading-approach-and-contingency-plans-for-wales/
https://www.ocr.org.uk/news/dfe-and-ofqual-announce-changes-to-gcse-as-and-a-level-assessments-grading-and-the-timing-of-results-days-for-summer-2022/
https://www.ocr.org.uk/news/dfe-and-ofqual-announce-changes-to-gcse-as-and-a-level-assessments-grading-and-the-timing-of-results-days-for-summer-2022/
https://ofqual.blog.gov.uk/2021/09/30/exams-and-assessments-2022-fairness-and-clarity/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/awarding-qualifications-in-summer-2022
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/ofquals-approach-to-grading-exams-and-assessments-in-summer-2022-and-autumn-2021
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/ofquals-approach-to-grading-exams-and-assessments-in-summer-2022-and-autumn-2021
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/adaptations-in-2022-summer-examsto-ensure-fairness-for-students
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/dfe-guidance-on-vocational-contingencies-published
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/proposed-changes-to-the-assessment-of-gcses-as-and-a-levels-in-2022
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/proposed-changes-to-the-assessment-of-gcses-as-and-a-levels-in-2022
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/contingency-arrangements-gcse-as-a-level-project-and-aea
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/exam-system-contingency-plan-england-wales-and-northern-ireland
http://view.ocrm1.pearson.com/?qs=c3ec7bc1c08d11f727871a683b469540eef3bc7ec99280fc5c3f62e979178361d994dd29d89c5084159bafb7d5aa1b3e7b716c8fa30bae02a16f532380c1943d5c5ea2cb71b2c93dbd4e0dbcad5603ac
https://www.eduqas.co.uk/articles/2021-2022-adaptations-to-vocational-and-other-general-qualifications-published/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/responsibility-for-autumn-gcse-as-and-a-level-exam-series#history
https://www.cambridgeinternational.org/news/news-details/view/update-for-cambridge-schools-20210924/
https://www.qualificationswales.org/english/news/qualifications-wales-publishes-official-statistics-on-changes-in-results-at-a-centre-level-in-summer-2021/
https://www.qualificationswales.org/english/news/qualifications-wales-publishes-official-statistics-on-changes-in-results-at-a-centre-level-in-summer-2021/
https://www.aqa.org.uk/exams-administration/exams-administration-updates/autumn-2021-exams-unavailable-qualifications
https://www.pearson.com/uk/educators/fe-college-educators/vq-bulletin-blog/2021/09/vq-bulletin-issue-26.html
https://www.jcq.org.uk/media-centre-2/e-newsletters/
https://www.jcq.org.uk/autumn-2021-arrangements/
http://view.ocrm1.pearson.com/?qs=c071bcfe28eed14ba9aa9e9dfa85f6a712f4cd82229ebf4c4a758ead9e6adac4fe1f54a1131e6f1cf5e0036745504f3033fd3baeda69ed11682072e1a8a856cf13e00c7e62b2a9ca99c060bc424ec157c4bf0871008f1c4d
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-reference-test-2022-information-for-schools
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/new-chief-regulator-at-ofqual
http://view.ocrm1.pearson.com/?qs=e199bcf964075fd8289fd57d92721a11ea1252e03e8d09c13e5e40f89ac63d40f5eb7c79950f06e19b76d83c8247a485f840224c4208f1023f7016267031edba60f6c4652beb23b26710f32c5bd7de36
https://www.pearson.com/uk/educators/fe-college-educators/vq-bulletin-blog/2021/09/vq-bulletin-issue-25.html
https://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/exams-officer-update/
https://www.ocr.org.uk/news/adaptations-for-cambridge-nationals-and-cambridge-technicals-during-2021-22-confirmed/
https://www.ocr.org.uk/news/adaptations-for-cambridge-nationals-and-cambridge-technicals-during-2021-22-confirmed/
https://support.ocr.org.uk/hc/en-gb/articles/360047111752-Autumn-2021-What-will-the-question-papers-look-like-
https://teach.ocr.org.uk/weekly-roundup-10-sep-2021
https://www.cambridgeinternational.org/news/news-details/view/update-for-cambridge-schools-20210910/
https://www.pearson.com/uk/educators/fe-college-educators/vq-bulletin-blog/2021/09/vq-bulletin-issue-24.html
https://www.eduqas.co.uk/articles/teachers-exams-officers-senior-leaders-centre-visits-for-moderation-and-assessment-in-2022-have-your-say/
https://www.eduqas.co.uk/articles/teachers-exams-officers-senior-leaders-centre-visits-for-moderation-and-assessment-in-2022-have-your-say/
https://www.aqa.org.uk/exams-administration/become-an-aqa-centre/exams-officer-services/exams-updates
http://view.ocrm1.pearson.com/?qs=50154cd0a805466a7061cc4745fb182f0708228b14b866f2b167c9c06da8ca2f29afec0676daad57ce3ad85925088b5a4216aaa42725ede0f8f96c3cb2bdb7915227437529dc96887e1506821964e773
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• (07/09/2021) DfE updates guidance – Responsibility for exams 

• (06/09/2021) AQA updates – Autumn 2021 exams: qualifications with no entries after the entry 

deadline and Autumn 2021 question papers 

• (06/09/2021) JCQ issues E-newsletter September 2021 

• (06/09/2021) Provisional exam timetables available on AQA OCR Pearson WJEC and Eduqas websites -The 
comments period for the summer 2022 timetables will be open from 6 to 24 September 2021 

• (06/09/2021) JCQ news – Ian Morgan appointed Chairman of JCQ’s Board of Directors 

• (03/09/2021) WJEC publishes Summer 2022: Learner Survey outcomes 

• (03/09/2021) OCR issues first autumn term roundup 

• (02/09/2021) Pearson issues GQ Bulletin 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 (27/08/2021) JCQ issues Update for SENCos and equivalent members of staff – Access 

Arrangements Online - August 2021 

 (27/08/2021) Update for Cambridge schools - 27 August 2021 

 (25/08/2021) Pearson issues VQ Bulletin 

 (24/08/2021) Ofqual News story - More than 1,300 VTQ penalties issued in 2019 to 2020 links 

to report - Malpractice in vocational and technical qualifications: academic year 2019 to 2020 

 (20/08/2021) Ofqual publishes Collection pages – GCSE, AS and A level qualifications in 

2022 and Vocational, technical and other general qualifications in 2022  

 (20/08/2021) Update for Cambridge schools – 20 August 2021 

 (20/08/2021) Ofqual updates Analysis of results…  

 (19/08/2021) JCQ issues news releases – Summer 2021 JCQ GCE Press Slides and Summer 

2021 JCQ GCE Press Slides  

 (19/08/2021) JCQ issues August Bulletin 

 (18/08/2021) Pearson issues Exams Officer Update  

 (17/08/2021) DfE updates guidance – Responsibility for exams (Updated ‘Public health 

guidance to support exams from January 2021’ guidance. Updated Stepping measures up and 

down section)  

 (12/08/2021) WJEC news – Today candidates receive their 2021 GCSE and Welsh 

Baccalaureate results 

 (12/08/2021) Eduqas news – Today candidates receive their 2021 GCSE results 

 (12/08/2021) Qualifications Wales news – GCSE learners in Wales receive their grades 

following a difficult year 

 (12/08/2021) DfE Press release – Pupils celebrate GCSE results 

 (12/08/2021) OCR news – GCSE and Cambridge Nationals results day is here! 

 (12/08/2021) JCQ publishes: 

o Main Results Tables and Other Results Information – GCSE and other results information 

Summer 2021 

o GCSE Press Notices – UK, Wales and Northern Ireland 

 (12/08/2021) Ofqual publishes: 

o Guide to GCSE results for England, 2021 (News story) 

o Guide to 2021 Level 1, Level 2 & Level 1/2 results for VTQs (News story) 

o Analysis of GCSE and A level results 

o Analysis of L1, L2 and L3 VTQ results 

o Infographics for 2021 GCSE results 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/responsibility-for-autumn-gcse-as-and-a-level-exam-series#history
https://www.aqa.org.uk/exams-administration/exams-administration-updates/no-entries-after-entry-deadline-autumn-2021
https://www.aqa.org.uk/exams-administration/exams-administration-updates/no-entries-after-entry-deadline-autumn-2021
https://www.aqa.org.uk/exams-administration/exams-administration-updates/autumn-2021-question-papers
https://www.jcq.org.uk/media-centre-2/e-newsletters/
https://www.aqa.org.uk/exams-administration/dates-and-timetables
https://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/general-qualifications/preparation/key-dates-and-timetables/
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/exams/exam-timetables/provisional-timetables.html
https://www.wjec.co.uk/home/administration/key-dates-and-timetables/#tab_0
https://www.eduqas.co.uk/home/administration/key-dates-and-timetables/#tab_0
https://www.jcq.org.uk/7330-2/
https://www.wjec.co.uk/articles/summer-2022-learner-survey-outcomes/
https://teach.ocr.org.uk/ocr-roundup-3-sep-2021
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/about-us/qualification-brands/edexcel/pearson-general-qualifications-bulletin.news.html?article=%2Fcontent%2Fdemo%2Fen%2Fnews-policy%2Fqualifications%2Fgeneral-qualifications%2Fgeneral-qualification-bulletin-uk-issue-15
https://www.jcq.org.uk/exams-office/access-arrangements-and-special-consideration/regulations-and-guidance/
https://www.jcq.org.uk/exams-office/access-arrangements-and-special-consideration/regulations-and-guidance/
https://www.cambridgeinternational.org/news/news-details/view/update-for-cambridge-schools-20210827/
https://www.pearson.com/uk/educators/fe-college-educators/vq-bulletin-blog/2021/08/vq-bulletin-issue-23.html
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/more-than-1300-vtq-penalties-issued-in-2019-to-2020
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/malpractice-in-vocational-and-technical-qualifications-academic-year-2019-to-2020
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/gcse-as-and-a-level-qualifications-in-2022
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/gcse-as-and-a-level-qualifications-in-2022
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/vocational-technical-and-other-general-qualifications-in-2022
https://www.cambridgeinternational.org/news/news-details/view/update-for-cambridge-schools-20210820/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/analysis-of-results-a-levels-and-gcses-summer-2021
https://www.jcq.org.uk/media-centre/news-releases/
https://www.jcq.org.uk/media-centre/news-releases/
https://www.jcq.org.uk/media-centre/news-releases/
https://www.jcq.org.uk/media-centre-2/e-newsletters/
http://view.ocrm1.pearson.com/?qs=34bc8fc282d766bacf390883e3ee99525facabaf1692918a0a4b8a3be16597228993f3547aa520a75672f77a8c59b929bc64a3ba682a9ea46c4d400a6fd1c73b96d4cb6fb73c1e582ed82a5ca2ad7f885063d87dcc3c6546
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/responsibility-for-autumn-gcse-as-and-a-level-exam-series
https://www.wjec.co.uk/articles/today-candidates-receive-their-2021-gcse-and-welsh-baccalaureate-results/
https://www.wjec.co.uk/articles/today-candidates-receive-their-2021-gcse-and-welsh-baccalaureate-results/
https://www.eduqas.co.uk/articles/today-candidates-receive-their-2021-gcse-results/
https://www.qualificationswales.org/english/news/gcse-learners-in-wales-receive-their-grades-following-a-difficult-year/
https://www.qualificationswales.org/english/news/gcse-learners-in-wales-receive-their-grades-following-a-difficult-year/
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/pupils-celebrate-gcse-results
https://www.ocr.org.uk/news/gcse-and-cambridge-nationals-results-day-is-here/
https://www.jcq.org.uk/examination-results/
https://www.jcq.org.uk/media-centre/news-releases
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/guide-to-gcse-results-for-england-2021
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/guide-to-2021-level-1-2-qualification-results-for-vtqs-in-england
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/analysis-of-results-a-levels-and-gcses-summer-2021
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/analysis-of-results-vtqs-2021
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/infographic-gcse-results-2021


 

19 

o Interactive analytics of GCSE and A level outcomes over time, variability in centres’ 

results, and outcomes by county 

 (11/08/2021) DfE Press release – Education Secretary congratulates GCSE students on results 

day 

 (11/08/2021) Ofqual again updates Ofqual: rolling update 

 (10/08/2021) DfE updates guidance: 

o Key stage 4 qualifications, discount codes and point scores 

o 16 to 18 qualifications, discount codes and point scores 

o English Baccalaureate: eligible qualifications 

 (10/08/2021) AQA – Everything you need to know for results days 2021 

 (10/08/2021) Pearson – Results day support 

 (10/08/2021) DfE Press release – Record numbers of students take up university places 

 (10/08/2021) Qualifications Wales news – Learners in Wales receive their A and AS level 

grades today after a difficult year 

 (10/08/2021) WJEC news – Congratulations to students receiving their final summer 2021 

results today (Wales results) 

 (10/08/2021) Eduqas news – Congratulations to students receiving their summer 2021 results 

today (UK results) 

 (10/08/2021) OCR news – Our results day message to students 

 (10/08/2021) JCQ publishes: 

o JCQ VTQ Statement – Results Day 

o Main Results Tables – A-Level, AS, Extended Project, AEA Results Summer 2021 

o GCE Press Notices – UK, Wales and Northern Ireland 

 (10/08/2021) Ofqual publishes: 

o Infographic: A level results 2021 

o Guide to the 2021 Level 3 qualification results for VTQs in England (News story) 

o Guide to AS and A level results for England, 2021 (News story) 

o Analysis of results: A levels summer 2021 (Research) 

o Analysis of results: VTQs, 2021 (Research) 

o An analysis VTQ grades awarded in spring and summer 2020 (Research) 

 (09/08/2021) AQA Exams administration update – Consultation decisions: VTQs in 2022 

 (09/08/2021) DfE: 

o A letter to teachers from Gavin Williamson, Secretary of State for Education 

o Press release – Education Secretary congratulates students on A level results day 

o Private candidate support grant: information for exam centres guidance updated 

 (09/08/2021) Ofqual updates:  

o Student guide to awarding: summer 2021 

o Ofqual: rolling update 

 (06/08/2021) JCQ issues e-newsletter August 2021 

 (06/08/2021) Ofqual news story – 2021 to 22 exams arrangements for VTQs confirmed after 

consultation 

 (06/08/2021) Ofqual and DfE publish consultation outcome – Arrangements for the 
assessment and awarding of vocational, technical and other general qualifications: 2021 to 

2022 

https://analytics.ofqual.gov.uk/
https://analytics.ofqual.gov.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/education-secretary-congratulates-gcse-students-on-results-day
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/education-secretary-congratulates-gcse-students-on-results-day
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/ofqual-rolling-update
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/key-stage-4-qualifications-discount-codes-and-point-scores
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/16-to-19-qualifications-discount-codes-and-point-scores
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/english-baccalaureate-eligible-qualifications
https://www.aqa.org.uk/
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/home.html
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/record-numbers-of-students-take-up-university-places
https://www.qualificationswales.org/english/news/learners-in-wales-receive-their-a-and-as-level-grades-today-after-a-difficult-year/
https://www.qualificationswales.org/english/news/learners-in-wales-receive-their-a-and-as-level-grades-today-after-a-difficult-year/
https://www.wjec.co.uk/articles/congratulations-to-students-receiving-their-final-summer-2021-results-today/
https://www.wjec.co.uk/articles/congratulations-to-students-receiving-their-final-summer-2021-results-today/
https://www.eduqas.co.uk/articles/congratulations-to-students-receiving-their-summer-2021-results-today/
https://www.eduqas.co.uk/articles/congratulations-to-students-receiving-their-summer-2021-results-today/
https://www.ocr.org.uk/news/our-results-day-message-to-students/
https://www.theexamsoffice.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/JCQ-VTQ-Statement-Results-Day.pdf
https://www.jcq.org.uk/examination-results/
https://www.jcq.org.uk/media-centre/news-releases
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/infographic-a-level-results-2021
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/guide-to-the-2021-level-3-qualification-results-for-vtqs-in-england
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/guide-to-as-and-a-level-results-for-england-2021
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/analysis-of-results-a-levels-summer-2021
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/analysis-of-results-vtqs-2021
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/analysis-of-level-3-and-level-4-vtqs-in-spring-and-summer-2020
https://www.aqa.org.uk/exams-administration/exams-administration-updates/consultation-decisions-vtqs-in-2022
https://educationhub.blog.gov.uk/2021/08/09/a-letter-to-teachers-from-gavin-williamson-secretary-of-state-for-education/
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/education-secretary-congratulates-students-on-a-level-results-day
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/private-candidate-support-grant-information-for-exam-centres#history
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/student-guide-to-awarding-summer-2021
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/ofqual-rolling-update
https://www.jcq.org.uk/media-centre-2/e-newsletters/
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/2021-to-22-exams-arrangements-for-vtqs-confirmed-after-consultation
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/2021-to-22-exams-arrangements-for-vtqs-confirmed-after-consultation
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/arrangements-for-the-assessment-and-awarding-of-vocational-technical-and-other-general-qualifications-2021-to-2022
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/arrangements-for-the-assessment-and-awarding-of-vocational-technical-and-other-general-qualifications-2021-to-2022
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/arrangements-for-the-assessment-and-awarding-of-vocational-technical-and-other-general-qualifications-2021-to-2022
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 (06/08/2021) Ofqual updates Vocational and technical qualifications contingency regulatory 

framework 

 (06/08/2021) Update for Cambridge schools 

 (06/08/2021) OCR issues weekly roundup 

 (06/08/2021) JCQ provides Summer 2021 student guide and handout (What to do if you 

think there has been an error in your grading) 

 (06/08/2021) Pearson issues Exams Officer Update 

 (06/08/2021) Ofqual publishes guidance – Exam procedures review service 

 (06/08/2021) The Ofqual Blog – What to expect from AS, A level and GCSE results next 

week and The regulations for VTQs and other generals in 2021 to 22: what they mean for you 

 (05/08/2021) JCQ provides External Quality Assurance process summary 

 (04/08/2021) Ofqual guidance published – Delivery of qualification results: vocational and 

technical qualifications 

 (30/07/2021) The Ofqual blog – More than half a million functional skills qualifications taken 

despite pandemic 

 (29/07/2021) OCR news - Countdown to results days 2021 

 (29/07/2021) Ofqual issues news story Grading gaps in summer 2020 and research reports 

 (29/07/2021) Ofqual updates General Qualifications Alternative Awarding Framework 

 (28/07/2021) OCR confirms summer 2021 fee rebate 

 (26/07/2021) DfE updates guidance – Responsibility for exams 

 (23/07/2021) Ofqual publishes consultation outcome: Terms of Reference for EPRS in summer 

2021 

 (22/07/2021) Ofqual updates Student guide to awarding: summer 2021 

 (21/07/2021) Pearson issues Exams Officer Update 

 (19/07/2021) DfE updates guidance – Coronavirus (COVID-19): school and college 

performance measures 

 (19/07/2021) AQA update (published 16 July) – Our refund for summer 2021 

 (16/07/2021) AQA issues Exams update – July 2021 

 (16/07/2021) OCR issues weekly roundup 

 (16/07/2021) Update for Cambridge schools – 16 July 2021 

 (15/07/2021) WJEC publishes Summer 2022: Adaptations to GCSE and AS/A level 

qualifications 

 (15/07/2021) OCR issues Exams Officer Update 

 (14/07/2021) Pearson issues Vocational Qualification Bulletin 

 (13/07/2021) DfE updates guidance – Responsibility for exams 

Update covers ‘Exam centre responsibility for students retaking qualifications from summer 
2020 and summer 2021’ and ‘DfE exam support service: autumn 2021 exam fees, venues and 

invigilators’. 

 (13/07/2021) OCR news – Consultations on arrangements for academic year 

2021/2022 summary 

 (12/07/2021) AQA update – Consultation launch: arrangements for summer 2022 key points 

 (12/07/2021) DfE issues Education in the media blog – What you need to know about exams in 

2022 

 (12/07/2021) JCQ issues July 2021 Autumn 2021 Timetable Bulletin 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/vocational-and-technical-qualifications-contingency-regulatory-framework#history
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https://www.cambridgeinternational.org/news/news-details/view/update-for-cambridge-schools-6-august-2021/
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https://www.gov.uk/guidance/exam-procedures-review-service
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https://ofqual.blog.gov.uk/2021/08/06/what-to-expect-from-as-a-level-and-gcse-results-next-week/
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https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/delivery-of-qualification-results-vocational-and-technical-qualifications
https://ofqual.blog.gov.uk/2021/07/30/more-than-half-a-million-functional-skills-qualifications-taken-despite-pandemic/
https://ofqual.blog.gov.uk/2021/07/30/more-than-half-a-million-functional-skills-qualifications-taken-despite-pandemic/
https://www.ocr.org.uk/news/countdown-to-results-days-2021/
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/grading-gaps-in-summer-2020
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/evaluation-of-centre-assessment-grades-and-grading-gaps-in-summer-2020
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/general-qualifications-alternative-awarding-framework#history
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https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/responsibility-for-autumn-gcse-as-and-a-level-exam-series
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/terms-of-reference-for-eprs-in-summer-2021
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/terms-of-reference-for-eprs-in-summer-2021
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/student-guide-to-awarding-summer-2021#history
http://view.ocrm1.pearson.com/?qs=263a2aff89b4303393011d9763f0bb604ecff7331e6ede3d115225f15c7f16709ff2a3029d954a638f1e5292ad856263c960432a431fb83d9b06a167fa26486a4cd7e896f44b6f58701dbbd59eb39944
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-school-and-college-performance-measures
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-school-and-college-performance-measures
https://www.aqa.org.uk/exams-administration/exams-administration-updates/our-refund-for-summer-2021
https://www.aqa.org.uk/exams-administration/become-an-aqa-centre/exams-officer-services/exams-updates
https://teach.ocr.org.uk/ocr-weekly-roundup-16-july-2021
https://www.cambridgeinternational.org/news/news-details/view/update-for-cambridge-schools-20210716/
https://www.wjec.co.uk/articles/summer-2022-adaptations-to-gcse-and-as-a-level-qualifications/
https://www.wjec.co.uk/articles/summer-2022-adaptations-to-gcse-and-as-a-level-qualifications/
https://customersupportteam.createsend1.com/t/ViewEmail/y/87AD79C44AF12F0E2540EF23F30FEDED
http://view.ocrm1.pearson.com/?qs=9b1087e824d6605ff697fc5b1a3be4f73390b9589540b24d01d30b42790108e022d5d1a440aa30f849480560a2adde74efab4cfcf18ff0c97c1a60d4e1de30e225a4e1c42a6591ef70b8e2c524ecd16b&fbclid=IwAR0xMpdSxf-QO6IJJ2pU1Zvj8CCZQIxBuV6FHFIpCnSEoHbGdzB7xIw2dnc
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/responsibility-for-autumn-gcse-as-and-a-level-exam-series
https://www.ocr.org.uk/news/consultations-on-arrangements-for-academic-year-2021-2022/
https://www.ocr.org.uk/news/consultations-on-arrangements-for-academic-year-2021-2022/
https://www.aqa.org.uk/exams-administration/exams-administration-updates/dfeofqual-consultation-launch-arrangements-for-summer-2022
https://educationhub.blog.gov.uk/2021/07/12/what-you-need-to-know-about-exams-in-2022/
https://educationhub.blog.gov.uk/2021/07/12/what-you-need-to-know-about-exams-in-2022/
https://www.jcq.org.uk/media-centre-2/e-newsletters/
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 (12/07/2021) Ofqual launches joint consultations with the DfE on proposed changes to the 
assessment of GCSEs, AS and A levels in 2022 and arrangements for the assessment and 

awarding of vocational, technical and other general qualifications: 2021 to 2022 

 (12/07/2021) DfE and Ofqual press release – Proposals set out for exams and assessments in 

2022 

 (09/07/2021) OCR issues weekly roundup 

 (09/07/2021) OCR Customer Support updates article – Autumn 2021 exam series 

 (08/07/2021) Ofqual issues guidance – Ofqual: rolling update 

 (07/07/2021) DfE updates guidance – Responsibility for exams 

 (07/07/2021) Pearson issues Exams Officer Update 

 (06/07/2021) Ofqual’s student survey on Teacher Assessed Grades, summer 2021 and Ofqual’s 

teaching staff survey on Teacher Assessed Grades, summer 2021 

 (05/07/2021) Qualifications Wales survey – Confidence in the value of GCSEs and A levels 

remains high 

 (02/07/2021) JCQ issues e-newsletter July 2021 containing a link to a Grading 

Timeline infographic to keep students informed 

 (02/07/2021) Cambridge International issues Update on our plans for the November 2021 

series – 2 July 2021 

 (02/07/2021) OCR issues weekly roundup 

 (01/07/2021) Eduqas launches Remote Assessment Consultation – A consultation regarding 
centre visits for moderating NEA for our GCSE and AS/A level qualifications in England in 2022 

is now open to Eduqas teachers. Access via the homepage of our Secure Website and have your 

say ahead of the July 11th deadline 

 (01/07/2021) Qualifications Wales publishes Exam Procedures Review Service 2021 (30 June 

2021) 

 (26/06/2021) JCQ news release GCE and GCSE Summer 2021 Results Day Embargo Change  

 (25/06/2021) JCQ issues Bulletin (GCE and GCSE Results Day Embargo Change) 

 (25/06/2021) AQA issues Fortnightly Exams update – June 2021 

 (25/06/2021) OCR issues weekly roundup 

 (25/06/2021) Update for Cambridge schools – 25 June 2021 

 (24/06/2021) Eduqas update for schools/colleges in England and Northern Ireland 

– Qualification entry fees reduced 

 (22/06/2021) Qualifications Wales publishes General Qualifications Alternative Awarding 

Framework for Wales 

 (22/06/2021) WJEC update for schools/colleges in Wales – Qualification entry fees reduced 

 (21/06/2021) JCQ issues Bulletin (TAG Submission next steps…) 

 (18/06/2021) OCR issues weekly roundup 

 (18/06/2021) DfE News story – Education Secretary selects preferred candidate for new Ofqual 

Chief Regulator 

 (17/06/2021) The Ofqual blog –What students, teachers, parents and carers think and feel 

about assessments this year in the wake of the pandemic 

 (17/06/2021) Pearson issues Exams Officer Update 

 (17/06/2021) AQA update – 2022 NEA and fieldwork requirements consultation decisions 

explained 

 (16/06/2021) STA updates list of qualifications on the Dispatch of exam scripts: yellow label 

service 

https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/proposed-changes-to-the-assessment-of-gcses-as-and-a-levels-in-2022
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/proposed-changes-to-the-assessment-of-gcses-as-and-a-levels-in-2022
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/arrangements-for-the-assessment-and-awarding-of-vocational-technical-and-other-general-qualifications-2021-to-2022
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/arrangements-for-the-assessment-and-awarding-of-vocational-technical-and-other-general-qualifications-2021-to-2022
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/proposals-set-out-for-exams-and-assessments-in-2022
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/proposals-set-out-for-exams-and-assessments-in-2022
https://teach.ocr.org.uk/ocr-weekly-roundup-09-july-2021
https://support.ocr.org.uk/hc/en-gb/articles/360020534419--Updated-Autumn-2021-exam-series
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/ofqual-rolling-update
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/responsibility-for-autumn-gcse-as-and-a-level-exam-series#history
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https://ofqual.citizenspace.com/public/6b36e360/?fbclid=IwAR0IQ4_5WtI5r3OQOkLltO3O2qfgYjvcdMyVHYsSmWdVbc4fwWE3nxwwD18
https://ofqual.citizenspace.com/public/a75143c3/?fbclid=IwAR2y9J4dCf4o0FxhT2GvuhiNHOAvz7GOLp-NZ-aDOUK7Pw7hEg1VrIesGio
https://ofqual.citizenspace.com/public/a75143c3/?fbclid=IwAR2y9J4dCf4o0FxhT2GvuhiNHOAvz7GOLp-NZ-aDOUK7Pw7hEg1VrIesGio
https://www.qualificationswales.org/english/news/confidence-in-the-value-of-gcses-and-a-levels-remains-high---survey/
https://www.qualificationswales.org/english/news/confidence-in-the-value-of-gcses-and-a-levels-remains-high---survey/
https://www.jcq.org.uk/media-centre-2/e-newsletters/
https://www.jcq.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/07/JCQ_Grading-Summary_Infographic.pdf?utm_campaign=RT04%20-%20ALL&utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-8E2SMkZ1A_3HnfdSqy8YYdgkgg4cqi7nm9uZ89KItN_sVaOIHh8ecKKbY3bQx08xN_hD1F
https://www.jcq.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/07/JCQ_Grading-Summary_Infographic.pdf?utm_campaign=RT04%20-%20ALL&utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-8E2SMkZ1A_3HnfdSqy8YYdgkgg4cqi7nm9uZ89KItN_sVaOIHh8ecKKbY3bQx08xN_hD1F
https://www.cambridgeinternational.org/news/news-details/view/update-on-our-plans-for-the-november-2021-series-2july2021/
https://www.cambridgeinternational.org/news/news-details/view/update-on-our-plans-for-the-november-2021-series-2july2021/
https://teach.ocr.org.uk/ocr-weekly-roundup-02-july-2021
https://www.qualificationswales.org/english/publications/exam-procedures-review-service-2021/
https://www.jcq.org.uk/gce-and-gcse-summer-2021-results-day-embargo-change/
https://www.jcq.org.uk/media-centre-2/e-newsletters/
https://www.aqa.org.uk/exams-administration/become-an-aqa-centre/exams-officer-services/exams-updates
https://teach.ocr.org.uk/ocr-weekly-roundup-25-june-2021
https://www.cambridgeinternational.org/news/news-details/view/update-for-cambridge-schools-20210625/
https://www.eduqas.co.uk/articles/qualification-entry-fees-reduced/
https://www.qualificationswales.org/english/our-work/our-regulatory-documents/conditions/general-qualifications-alternative-awarding-framework-for-wales/
https://www.qualificationswales.org/english/our-work/our-regulatory-documents/conditions/general-qualifications-alternative-awarding-framework-for-wales/
https://www.wjec.co.uk/articles/qualification-entry-fees-reduced/
https://www.jcq.org.uk/media-centre-2/e-newsletters/
https://teach.ocr.org.uk/ocr-weekly-roundup-18-june-2021
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/education-secretary-selects-preferred-candidate-for-new-ofqual-chief-regulator
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/education-secretary-selects-preferred-candidate-for-new-ofqual-chief-regulator
https://ofqual.blog.gov.uk/2021/06/17/what-students-teachers-parents-and-carers-think-and-feel-about-assessments-this-year-in-the-wake-of-the-pandemic/
https://ofqual.blog.gov.uk/2021/06/17/what-students-teachers-parents-and-carers-think-and-feel-about-assessments-this-year-in-the-wake-of-the-pandemic/
http://view.ocrm1.pearson.com/?qs=62a360bafd438c7c44863a9df1bd044e72953ab4cf6a0c9a93896864233d0b1beb062e0c853a5933f05612cfbd2a021649f21b15b35f0c912db2e8929957d3f43c5f4e561d2d7804549df937ec1765f4
https://www.aqa.org.uk/exams-administration/exams-administration-updates/2022-nea-and-fieldwork-requirements-consultation-decisions-explained
https://www.aqa.org.uk/exams-administration/exams-administration-updates/2022-nea-and-fieldwork-requirements-consultation-decisions-explained
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/dispatch-of-exam-scripts-yellow-label-service?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_source=f85e7a62-7c82-427a-a6f3-57d931002ceb&utm_content=daily
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/dispatch-of-exam-scripts-yellow-label-service?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_source=f85e7a62-7c82-427a-a6f3-57d931002ceb&utm_content=daily
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 (16/06/2021) Ofqual News story – Non-exam assessment proposals receive strong 
support and Consultation outcome – Arrangements for non-exam assessment for qualifications 

in 2022 

 (15/06/2021) OCR issues Exams Officer Update 

 (15/06/2021) Qualifications Wales publishes 2021 Resources page and Information for 

learners page 

 (15/06/2021) Pearson issues – Submitting Teacher Assessed Grades Top Ten Tips for Exams 

Officers 

 (14/06/2021) JCQ Appeals Letter written to Heads of Centre and Senior Leaders to provide 

directional support on this summer’s Appeals process  

 (14/06/2021) JCQ issues Appeals Bulletin 

 (14/06/2021) Ofqual Open consultation – Terms of Reference for EPRS in summer 2021 

 (14/06/2021) Ofqual News story – Exam Procedures Review Service in Summer 2021 – 

consultation on the Terms of Reference 

 (11/06/2021) AQA update – Ofqual and JCQ publish information on 2021 series appeals 

 (11/06/2021) JCQ issues Quality Assurance Bulletin 

 (11/06/2021) OCR issues weekly roundup 

 (11/06/2021) Ofqual – Chief Regulator’s Guest blog: Submission of GCSE, AS and A level 

grades, and some VTQs for the NGA 

 (10/06/2021) Pearson publishes details of final TAG/Q-TAG Submission Q&A Event 

 (10/06/2021) Pearson issues Exams Officer Update 

 (09/06/2021) WJEC launches Learner survey – proposed changes to GCSE and AS/A level 

assessments in 2022 

 (09/06/2021) DfE publishes blog – Exam Appeals: What can I do if I think my grade is wrong? 

How do I appeal? What will happen if I appeal? Your questions answered 

 (09/06/2021) Pearson Exams Officers Support point to the BTEC Appeals Guidance 2021 

 (08/06/2021) JCQ issues June 2021 e-newsletter 

 (08/06/2021) Last week Parentkind published a blog titled ‘What 2021 results will mean for 

your child’ by Simon Lebus, Ofqual’s Chief Regulator 

 (08/06/2021) JCQ publishes A guide to appeals processes Summer 2021 series and additionally 

provides Appendix B – Appendix F as separate documents 

 (08/06/2021) Ofqual updates Information for heads of centre, heads of department and 

teachers on the submission of teacher assessed grades: summer 2021 

 (08/06/2021) Ofqual publishes Consultation outcome – Consultation on guidance in relation to 

appeals under the GQAA framework in 2021 

 (07/06/2021) DfE issues Additional advice for centres on ransomware and cyber security 

 (07/06/2021) Autumn 2021 provisional exam timetables published and comments period open: 

o AQA 

o OCR 

o Pearson  

o Eduqas 

 (07/06/2021) AQA issues Fortnightly Exams update – June 2021 

 (03/06/2021) JCQ publishes Key Dates – exceptional Autumn 2021 series and standard GCSE 

November 2021 series 

 (28/05/2021) City & Guilds issues Centre guidance for submitting Alternative Results and 

Evidence 

 (28/05/2021) Update for Cambridge schools – 28 May 2021 
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https://www.gov.uk/government/news/exam-procedures-review-service-in-summer-2021-consultation-on-the-terms-of-reference
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/exam-procedures-review-service-in-summer-2021-consultation-on-the-terms-of-reference
https://www.aqa.org.uk/exams-administration/exams-administration-updates/ofqual-decisions-on-2021-appeals
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http://view.ocrm1.pearson.com/?qs=7626508146c2d5bee0f573cbd34f7940ce89bd088c8bb016c9df561117db14ae735a983dfcf5f7846d0d6a9205fb2d3333ac2871a6efd66d4edacce2473015a69252b3d39a8dbc9e5f201f8d86084bd439686aebf3863195
http://view.ocrm1.pearson.com/?qs=2766265c786404225c549cddca2cf42324515b10cbdc49edba768eac8c303b9301f98f2bc00452fad266b2997d21ddda2492167ed95a16b9a93dc9fa98fce04dd13c48a331e13f519be83cc06b29b78f
https://www.wjec.co.uk/articles/learner-survey-proposed-changes-to-gcse-and-as-a-level-assessments-in-2022/
https://www.wjec.co.uk/articles/learner-survey-proposed-changes-to-gcse-and-as-a-level-assessments-in-2022/
https://dfemedia.blog.gov.uk/2021/06/09/exam-appeals-what-can-i-do-if-i-think-my-grade-is-wrong-how-do-i-appeal-what-will-happen-if-i-appeal-your-questions-answered/
https://dfemedia.blog.gov.uk/2021/06/09/exam-appeals-what-can-i-do-if-i-think-my-grade-is-wrong-how-do-i-appeal-what-will-happen-if-i-appeal-your-questions-answered/
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/campaigns/vq-assessment-hub/assessment-and-grading-in-2021.html
https://www.jcq.org.uk/media-centre-2/e-newsletters/
https://www.parentkind.org.uk/blog/11919/What-2021-results-will-mean-for-your-child#RL
https://www.jcq.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/JCQ_Appeals-Guidance_Summer-2021.pdf
https://www.jcq.org.uk/summer-2021-arrangements/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/submission-of-teacher-assessed-grades-summer-2021-info-for-teachers
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/submission-of-teacher-assessed-grades-summer-2021-info-for-teachers
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/submission-of-teacher-assessed-grades-summer-2021-info-for-teachers
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/consultation-on-guidance-in-relation-to-appeals-under-the-gqaa-framework-in-2021
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/consultation-on-guidance-in-relation-to-appeals-under-the-gqaa-framework-in-2021
https://www.theexamsoffice.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/Additional-advice-for-centres-on-ransomware-and-cyber-security.pdf
https://www.aqa.org.uk/exams-administration/dates-and-timetables
https://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/general-qualifications/preparation/key-dates-and-timetables/
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/exams/exam-timetables/provisional-timetables.html
https://www.eduqas.co.uk/home/administration/key-dates-and-timetables/#tab_0
https://www.aqa.org.uk/exams-administration/become-an-aqa-centre/exams-officer-services/exams-updates
https://www.jcq.org.uk/exams-office/key-dates-and-timetables
https://www.jcq.org.uk/exams-office/key-dates-and-timetables
https://www.cityandguilds.com/covid-19/assessment-arrangements-for-2021/systems-hub
https://www.cityandguilds.com/covid-19/assessment-arrangements-for-2021/systems-hub
https://www.cambridgeinternational.org/news/news-details/view/update-for-cambridge-schools-28-may-2021/
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 (28/05/2021) OCR issues weekly roundup 

 (27/05/2021) JCQ Bulletin issued 

 (27/05/2021) Qualifications Wales publishes Provisional Entries for Summer 2021 GCSEs, AS, 

A levels and Skills Challenge Certificate for Wales 

 (27/05/2021) DfE National Statistics – A level and other 16 to 18 results: 2019 to 2020 

(provisional) 

 (27/05/2021) Ofqual Official Statistics – Provisional entries for GCSE, AS and A level: summer 

2021 exam series 

 (26/05/2021) Pearson issues Vocational Qualification Bulletin 

 (25/05/2021) Ofqual publishes alternative formats of the Student guide to awarding: summer 

2021 

 (24/05/2021) Ofqual News story – Interactive GCSE, AS and A level data visualisation tool 

launched 

 (21/05/2021) Update for Cambridge schools – 21 May 2021 

 (21/05/2021) AQA issues Fortnightly Exams update – May 2021 

 (21/05/2021) OCR issues weekly roundup 

 (20/05/2021) Ofqual publishes Guidance for centres: awarding of VTQs: summer 2021 

 (20/05/2021) Pearson issues Exams Officer Update 

 (19/05/2021) Pearson issues Vocational Qualification Bulletin 

 (18/05/2021) OCR Customer Support added an article – How do I use the OCR Grade 

Submission System? 

 (17/05/2021) Qualifications Wales issues Further information for schools and colleges on the 

appeals process in summer 2021  

 (17/05/2021) The Ofqual blog – Teacher judgements in 2021: what we can learn from 

2020 and Bias in teacher assessment results 

 (14/05/2021) JCQ issues infographic – Special Consideration Decision Tree 

 (14/05/2021) OCR issues Exams Officer Update – May 2021 and weekly roundup 

 (14/05/2021) Ofqual issues news story 2022 non-exam assessment and fieldwork 

requirements consultation on launch of open consultation – Arrangements for non-exam 

assessment for qualifications in 2022 

 (13/05/2021) NCFE update – Ten top tips and reminders for Teacher Assessed Grade (TAG) 

submission 

 (13/05/2021) Pearson issues Vocational Qualification Bulletin 

 (12/05/2021) WJEC Eduqas announces the launch of the new secure platform Portal for 

centres to submit learner grades from 26 May 

 (12/05/2021) DfE updates Responsibility for exams 

 (10/05/2021) Ofqual publishes Student guide to awarding: summer 2021 (updated on 

13/05/2021) and issues press release – Guide for students released today by Ofqual 

 (07/05/2021) JCQ e-newsletter – May issued 

 (07/05/2021) OCR issues weekly roundup 

 (07/05/2021) AQA issues Exams update – May 2021 

 (07/05/2021) OCR news – Details of autumn 2021 exams confirmed 

 (05/05/2021) AQA update – Autumn 2021 series consultation decisions explained 

 (05/05/2021) JCQ publishes Summer 2021 Quality Assurance Stage 3 Addendum dated 28 

April 2021 

 (05/05/2021) Pearson issues Exams Officer Update 

https://teach.ocr.org.uk/ocr-weekly-roundup-28-may-2021
https://www.jcq.org.uk/media-centre-2/e-newsletters/
https://www.qualificationswales.org/english/publications/provisional-entries-for-summer-2021-gcses-as-a-levels-and-skills-challenge-certificate-for-wales/
https://www.qualificationswales.org/english/publications/provisional-entries-for-summer-2021-gcses-as-a-levels-and-skills-challenge-certificate-for-wales/
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/a-level-and-other-16-to-18-results-2019-to-2020-provisional
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/a-level-and-other-16-to-18-results-2019-to-2020-provisional
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/provisional-entries-for-gcse-as-and-a-level-summer-2021-exam-series
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/provisional-entries-for-gcse-as-and-a-level-summer-2021-exam-series
http://view.ocrm1.pearson.com/?qs=d4596c5394470719ed6374a8f7cb978ae8b3b014ca30162cbc79c5615946ed1b1eda41bffcd6ce7edd738bcf2ebff1af181c227fb6ceb6fa39634ccd98a80929dc9df044c5763a2445cf2b20bab5271e
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/student-guide-to-awarding-summer-2021
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/student-guide-to-awarding-summer-2021
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/interactive-gcse-as-and-a-level-data-visualisation-tool-launched
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/interactive-gcse-as-and-a-level-data-visualisation-tool-launched
https://www.cambridgeinternational.org/news/news-details/view/update-for-cambridge-schools-20210521/
https://www.aqa.org.uk/exams-administration/become-an-aqa-centre/exams-officer-services/exams-updates
https://teach.ocr.org.uk/ocr-weekly-roundup-21-may-2021
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-for-centres-awarding-of-vtqs-summer-2021
http://view.ocrm1.pearson.com/?qs=cd0be7865721dbcfab36e2b426f3e827763580e542e23810ab7b3b1924d552a72595292a96653e93571e46e2d5169bdc20ff952ec24780143e775064ecd73c6aececa593c889189b48c03866a11e80ac18eeaaeafb66e312
http://view.ocrm1.pearson.com/?qs=45ab8531c5377361a76e6dc16d0e975551fe76127bc726714fcca9267a5ad83c1d4bddaf65040f849f5a7850376fcbd5086ef0cf605e624dc15573163537a6614fd2cc152b5cfc21d3f61609ddcb6629
https://support.ocr.org.uk/hc/en-gb/articles/360021366399-How-do-I-use-the-OCR-Grade-Submission-System-
https://support.ocr.org.uk/hc/en-gb/articles/360021366399-How-do-I-use-the-OCR-Grade-Submission-System-
https://www.qualificationswales.org/english/news/further-information-for-schools-and-colleges-on-the-appeals-process-in-summer-2021/
https://www.qualificationswales.org/english/news/further-information-for-schools-and-colleges-on-the-appeals-process-in-summer-2021/
https://ofqual.blog.gov.uk/2021/05/17/teacher-judgements-in-2021-what-we-can-learn-from-2020/
https://ofqual.blog.gov.uk/2021/05/17/teacher-judgements-in-2021-what-we-can-learn-from-2020/
https://ofqual.blog.gov.uk/2021/05/17/bias-in-teacher-assessment-results/
https://www.jcq.org.uk/summer-2021-arrangements/
https://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/exams-officer-update/
https://teach.ocr.org.uk/ocr-weekly-roundup-14-may-2021
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/2022-non-exam-assessment-and-fieldwork-requirements-consultation
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/2022-non-exam-assessment-and-fieldwork-requirements-consultation
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/arrangements-for-non-exam-assessment-for-qualifications-in-2022
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/arrangements-for-non-exam-assessment-for-qualifications-in-2022
https://www.ncfe.org.uk/covid-19-response-for-2020-21/qualifications-which-can-be-awarded-through-a-teacher-assessed-grade
https://www.ncfe.org.uk/covid-19-response-for-2020-21/qualifications-which-can-be-awarded-through-a-teacher-assessed-grade
http://view.ocrm1.pearson.com/?qs=3d96dfe0f212154878dfb04dac5a11e1cc9615e94ea51897cf36f650758439e9bfe075a3d51821e8a4490f6dd3ab84244f27c02c59c323c78979710f17dd7646dad0d970127071eaec0d69ca9425d6dc
https://www.eduqas.co.uk/home/summer-2021-information-and-updates/faqs-summer-2021/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/responsibility-for-autumn-gcse-as-and-a-level-exam-series
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/student-guide-to-awarding-summer-2021
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/guide-for-students-released-today-by-ofqual
https://www.jcq.org.uk/media-centre-2/e-newsletters/
https://teach.ocr.org.uk/ocr-weekly-roundup-07-may-2021
https://www.aqa.org.uk/exams-administration/become-an-aqa-centre/exams-officer-services/exams-updates
https://www.ocr.org.uk/news/details-of-autumn-21-exams-confirmed/
https://www.aqa.org.uk/exams-administration/exams-administration-updates/autumn-2021-series-consultation-decisions-explained
https://www.jcq.org.uk/summer-2021-arrangements/
http://view.ocrm1.pearson.com/?qs=0d81944d70b51c395215a3dc31987c1373e198708de5389562087fe9e0dad084e80ba55b3828ab262e2ed6a5334f10f5c80d2cbcd23a39918456ff1b0ff556c37aabfe293faf582985c3ad8f6fc50dc5
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 (05/05/2021) Pearson issues Vocational Qualification Bulletin 

 (04/05/2021) Ofqual updates Vocational and technical qualifications contingency regulatory 

framework 

 (04/05/2021) Ofqual Consultation outcome Consultation on autumn assessment opportunities 

for VTQ and other general qualifications 

 (04/05/2021) Ofqual Consultation outcome Consultation on arrangements for an autumn 2021 

exam series 

 (04/05/2021) News story Ofqual confirms autumn assessment arrangements 

 (30/04/2021) JCQ provides Summer 2021 Grading FAQs 

 (30/04/2021) OCR issues weekly roundup 

 (30/04/2021) Pearson confirms Extension to GCSE tier of entry deadline summer 2021 

 (30/04/2021) Update for Cambridge schools – 30 April 2021 

 (29/04/2021) Pearson issues General Qualifications Bulletin 

 (27/04/2021) DfE updates guidance – Responsibility for exams 

 (27/04/2021) JCQ issues JCQ Bulletin -27 April 2021  

 (27/04/2021) Ofqual news story Ofqual confirms detail on submitting grades and evidence for 

this year’s GCSE, AS and A level grades 

 (27/04/2021) Ofqual updates guidance – Information for heads of centre, heads of department 

and teachers on the submission of teacher assessed grades: summer 2021 

 (26/04/2021) NCFE confirms website update with further information on Teacher Assessed 

Grades (TAGs) for Functional Skills 

 (26/04/2021) Pearson issues Vocational Qualification Bulletin 

 (24/04/2021) AQA update (published late on 23 April) – Quality assurance for GCSE, AS and A-

level – requirements for samples of students’ work 

 (23/04/2021) AQA update - JCQ and Ofqual guidance on maintaining objectivity when deciding 

grades in summer 2021 

 (23/04/2021) OCR issues weekly roundup 

 (23/04/2021) JCQ publishes guidance on Maintaining Objectivity 

 (22/04/2021) JCQ publishes Special consideration – Summer 2021 

 (22/04/2021) Pearson issues Exams Officer Update 

 (22/04/2021) Ofqual Blog – Quality assurance for GCSE, AS and A level: information for 

schools and colleges  

 (22/04/2021) Ofqual News story – Functional Skills qualifications conditions, requirements and 

guidance updated 

 (21/04/2021) AQA update – We’re scrapping fees for late tier changes this year 

 (21/04/2021) Pearson issues Exams Officer Update 

 (21/04/2021) AQA Exams Officer Services update – Dedicated Exampro resource for Summer 

2021 

 (21/04/2021) Ofqual Open consultation – Consultation on guidance in relation to appeals under 

the GQAA framework in 2021 

 (21/04/2021) Pearson l News story – Proposed guidance on 2021 appeals published 

 (20/04/2021) IB update – May 2021 Diploma Programme and Career-related 

Programme Understanding assessment during COVID-19 

 (20/04/2021) OCR news update – How our support materials can help grade students this 

summer 

 (20/04/2021) DFE updates guidance – Awarding qualifications in summer 2021 to clarify how to 

award functional skills qualifications and English for Speakers of Other Languages  

http://view.ocrm1.pearson.com/?qs=1683d6751a125e67a700ec4f958f05486848b92419728904059c133a1ab289411f3badf9f9a644d8b260f7dd7c09c75ccb964d69f7d60fe0292729216885705501f30553afcf089894460a574b1cfd17
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/vocational-and-technical-qualifications-contingency-regulatory-framework
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/vocational-and-technical-qualifications-contingency-regulatory-framework
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/consultation-on-autumn-assessment-opportunities-for-vtqs
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/consultation-on-autumn-assessment-opportunities-for-vtqs
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/consultation-on-arrangements-for-an-autumn-2021-exam-series
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/consultation-on-arrangements-for-an-autumn-2021-exam-series
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/ofqual-confirms-autumn-assessment-arrangements
https://www.jcq.org.uk/summer-2021-arrangements/
https://teach.ocr.org.uk/ocr-weekly-roundup-30-apr-2021
http://view.ocrm1.pearson.com/?qs=a3b88ae24451911008559c3f10ee8eb41a1a02e97a1654406b76f4f98b2e51f235a02d4d467ca4c3af5bb74ffaaa7787a8f5494bd531ca06113bdfca658a97d88eb95e34fa2700dd4bd1742ac0ca52f9&fbclid=IwAR2kcz2uKS8PR4dVkR2HJqVmHB8QUICuVxe6ckuXGzJpv6IE1C-IFApKMT8
https://www.cambridgeinternational.org/news/news-details/view/update-for-cambridge-schools-30-april-2021/
http://view.ocrm1.pearson.com/?qs=ef36a82be467cad870754bd144e1d3cf216700f639a1eeef9c95b5b76a355570c159e2a5b8cb41bf324364749ca91abde39844ab95e7c42c7add98c6b62e9051b70b082c08b0d8a924af63fd430592f7
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/responsibility-for-autumn-gcse-as-and-a-level-exam-series
https://www.jcq.org.uk/media-centre-2/e-newsletters/
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/ofqual-confirms-detail-on-submitting-grades-and-evidence-for-this-years-gcse-as-and-a-level-grades
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/ofqual-confirms-detail-on-submitting-grades-and-evidence-for-this-years-gcse-as-and-a-level-grades
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/submission-of-teacher-assessed-grades-summer-2021-info-for-teachers/information-for-heads-of-centre-heads-of-department-and-teachers-on-the-submission-of-teacher-assessed-grades-summer-2021-html#fn:1
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/submission-of-teacher-assessed-grades-summer-2021-info-for-teachers/information-for-heads-of-centre-heads-of-department-and-teachers-on-the-submission-of-teacher-assessed-grades-summer-2021-html#fn:1
https://www.ncfe.org.uk/covid-19-response-for-2020-21/update-on-our-functional-skills-offer/teacher-assessed-grade-tag-approach-for-functional-skills
http://view.ocrm1.pearson.com/?qs=c7d75cf94881d1cedfb9953d5b944c192637ba1771b9bf674463a116844e9f37d1a7b4ac24a77b2b2ae2a211e30b3577a6976392aa8ac4e1e26cf16025b747c19a262aecf9f2145091909981c8cede4187f1145e31a455ea
https://www.aqa.org.uk/exams-administration/exams-administration-updates/quality-assurance-gcse-as-a-level-requirements-samples-of-students-work
https://www.aqa.org.uk/exams-administration/exams-administration-updates/quality-assurance-gcse-as-a-level-requirements-samples-of-students-work
https://www.aqa.org.uk/exams-administration/exams-administration-updates/jcq-ofqual-guidance-objectivity-deciding-grades-summer-2021
https://www.aqa.org.uk/exams-administration/exams-administration-updates/jcq-ofqual-guidance-objectivity-deciding-grades-summer-2021
https://teach.ocr.org.uk/ocr-weekly-roundup-15-apr-2021
https://www.jcq.org.uk/maintaining-objectivity
https://www.jcq.org.uk/summer-2021-arrangements/
http://view.ocrm1.pearson.com/?qs=8f8a771e82c3ac0e8a17341f8e637438633bf5260440e97a34500095c845c6604ac39011f84cd9cf28bfc8f54a0f5ea9af53b3d396891c3ae26473a07ac581ad9142201fdcfa4be49cdd32187ba7fc4d2cccbf0b0a0bc9d4
https://ofqual.blog.gov.uk/2021/04/22/quality-assurance-for-gcse-as-and-a-level-information-for-schools-and-colleges/
https://ofqual.blog.gov.uk/2021/04/22/quality-assurance-for-gcse-as-and-a-level-information-for-schools-and-colleges/
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/functional-skills-qualifications-conditions-requirements-and-guidance-updated
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/functional-skills-qualifications-conditions-requirements-and-guidance-updated
https://www.aqa.org.uk/exams-administration/exams-administration-updates/no-late-tier-change-fees
http://view.ocrm1.pearson.com/?qs=7538e9cf9951621a0ee8b059d2ea64d361d05b78f779e365f8329ba6cb22d7e3416dff2bd4592f43f95e6c23b5c6ec10cc48d5b96494b169d83d022b4d126440dc070db782e9b58fa61771233c2d46b9a71fcad92e3d1ae8
https://www.exampro.co.uk/summer-21-support/
https://www.exampro.co.uk/summer-21-support/
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/consultation-on-guidance-in-relation-to-appeals-under-the-gqaa-framework-in-2021
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/consultation-on-guidance-in-relation-to-appeals-under-the-gqaa-framework-in-2021
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/proposed-guidance-on-2021-appeals-published
https://www.ibo.org/news/news-about-the-ib/covid-19-coronavirus-updates/#m21-march-update
https://www.ocr.org.uk/news/how-our-support-materials-can-help-grade-students-this-summer/
https://www.ocr.org.uk/news/how-our-support-materials-can-help-grade-students-this-summer/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/awarding-qualifications-in-summer-2021#history


 

25 

 (20/04/2021) OCR issues Exams Officer Update – April 2021 

 (19/04/2021) AQA update – Guidance to help determine students’ grades: Vocational, technical 

and other qualifications 

 (19/04/2021) JCQ news release –DfE and National Cyber Security Centre Ransomware Update 

 (19/04/2021) DFE updates guidance – Private candidate support grant: information for exam 

centres to include provision for candidates in Wales 

 (19/04/2021) AQA update (published 16 April) – Applied Generals and Tech Award to receive 

back-calculated results: grading in summer 2021 

 (16/04/2021) Pearson Customer Support issue an update – Pearson Past Papers 

 (16/04/2021) OCR Customer Support added an article – What are the arrangements for 

Vocational Qualifications (VTQs) in 2020/21? 

 (16/04/2021) Cambridge – Update on the June 2021 series – 16 April 2021 

 (16/04/2021) Qualifications Wales publishes guidance for private candidates for 2021 

 (16/04/2021) OCR issues weekly roundup 

 (16/04/2021) Pearson issues Vocational Qualification Bulletin 

 (16/04/2021) Pearson Exams Officer Support update issued in response to some concerns 

raised regarding calls assessing centres readiness for the GQ Quality Assurance process and the 

awarding of TAGs 

 (15/04/2021) NCFE update – Key dates for your diary 

 (15/04/2021) Pearson update –Edexcel Online (EOL): Changes to user accounts 

 (14/04/2021) Pearson issues General Qualifications Bulletin 

 (14/04/2021) AQA issues Exams update – April 2021 

 (14/04/2021) NCFE update – Paper modifications for paper based Functional Skills 

 (13/04/2021) JCQ publishes A Guide to the Submission of Centre Policy 

 (13/04/2021) JCQ issues Centre Policy Bulletin – April 2021 

 (13/04/2021) OCR Customer Support added an article – Summer 2021: Access arrangements 

and modified paper requests 

 (13/04/2021) AQA update – Get ready for grading with our free on-demand training 

 (13/04/2021) OCR update – a reminder of what’s available when – Additional assessment 

materials for summer 21 available for schools and colleges 

 (12/04/2021) AQA update – Why exam boards are using past questions for summer 2021 

(published 9 April) 

 (09/04/2021) JCQ issues April Communications Bulletin 

 (09/04/2021) NCFE update – Complete our Teacher Assessed Grading Strategy Form 

 (08/04/2021) DFE Education in the media Blog – How will my grades be calculated? How will 

you make them fair? 

 (07/04/2021) City & Guilds further update to Functional Skills information 

 (07/04/2021) JCQ article (published 26 March) outlines the thinking behind the approach to 

GCSE and A-level grading 

 (06/04/2021) NCFE creates a short video taking you through Ofqual qualification categories for 

Teacher Assessed Grades 

 (06/04/2021) Ofqual updates guidance – Awarding of functional skills in 2021 

 (01/04/2021) NCFE update – Quality Assurance Policy for Awarding for 2020-21 

 (01/04/2021) WJEC update – Summer 2021 Mythbuster 

https://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/exams-officer-update/
https://www.aqa.org.uk/news/determine-students-grades-vocational-technical-other-qualifications
https://www.aqa.org.uk/news/determine-students-grades-vocational-technical-other-qualifications
https://www.jcq.org.uk/dfe-and-national-cyber-security-centre-ransomware-update/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/private-candidate-support-grant-information-for-exam-centres#history
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/private-candidate-support-grant-information-for-exam-centres#history
https://www.aqa.org.uk/exams-administration/exams-administration-updates/applied-generals-tech-award-back-calculated-grade
https://www.aqa.org.uk/exams-administration/exams-administration-updates/applied-generals-tech-award-back-calculated-grade
http://view.ocrm1.pearson.com/?qs=7677f16b1adb5ed55e47293092fcd3e39c4e5c2840055930b6178c70c19a48ab81cf8be9de7e627a1d9b19efccd0ff725014d38f6d616f6b273f96625c4217279c2f7b5220dee2413d8cf6a064c70c24
https://support.ocr.org.uk/hc/en-gb/articles/360051182192-What-are-the-arrangements-for-Vocational-Qualifications-VTQs-in-2020-21-
https://support.ocr.org.uk/hc/en-gb/articles/360051182192-What-are-the-arrangements-for-Vocational-Qualifications-VTQs-in-2020-21-
https://www.cambridgeinternational.org/news/news-details/view/update-on-the-june-2021-series-16-april-2021/
https://www.qualificationswales.org/english/news/qualifications-wales-publishes-guidance-for-private-candidates-for-2021/
https://teach.ocr.org.uk/weekly-roundup-14-apr-2021
http://view.ocrm1.pearson.com/?qs=70bd499d9ac4fbbcc4f4ff9c2532f4c8a14f6112ed02e11c26481461deeaaf04a4e8012b4f4f9f2d1fd533643f06a2a1cd6fdd5a2f7067a80a284afc10e3127576321c8f955876072a4378b2007418b7
https://www.ncfe.org.uk/covid-19-response-for-2020-21/frequently-asked-questions
http://view.ocrm1.pearson.com/?qs=0b2c22a18add1a035f7b2775c1ddeec7fe3d0984b602562c44fe7632223860bb9c13f26add598be151f304594597d8dd0db4c94f2cbc008efb1b0c05fb1c0e43eeaf889c7b77e9e07b612c8757c950a9dac30dc3196555ed
http://view.ocrm1.pearson.com/?qs=3aeefb6b9a2ea09b48f7cd47a9ab9b1a653d60ade3c90be2b9f64927ff2b4f1474c204008e31633bbbca992f07cc10458ff582262b5d1bdfd30776c4eb23b4a48f7c1a918ba203203a5e3f442c640408ccf73d869d9d6a7a
https://www.aqa.org.uk/exams-administration/become-an-aqa-centre/exams-officer-services/exams-updates
https://www.ncfe.org.uk/covid-19-response-for-2020-21/update-on-our-functional-skills-offer
https://www.jcq.org.uk/summer-2021-arrangements/
https://www.jcq.org.uk/media-centre-2/e-newsletters/
https://support.ocr.org.uk/hc/en-gb/articles/360018921439-Summer-2021-Access-arrangements-and-modified-paper-requests
https://support.ocr.org.uk/hc/en-gb/articles/360018921439-Summer-2021-Access-arrangements-and-modified-paper-requests
https://www.aqa.org.uk/2021-exam-changes/get-ready-for-grading
https://www.ocr.org.uk/news/additional-assessment-materials-for-summer-21-available-for-schools-and-colleges/
https://www.ocr.org.uk/news/additional-assessment-materials-for-summer-21-available-for-schools-and-colleges/
https://www.aqa.org.uk/news/why-we-used-past-questions-instead-of-new-materials-for-summer-2021
https://www.jcq.org.uk/media-centre-2/e-newsletters/
https://www.ncfe.org.uk/covid-19-response-for-2020-21/quality-assurance-of-teacher-assessed-grades
https://dfemedia.blog.gov.uk/2021/04/08/how-will-my-grades-be-calculated-how-will-you-make-them-fair-exams-and-assessments-regulator-ofqual-on-how-gcses-as-and-a-levels-will-be-graded-this-summer/
https://dfemedia.blog.gov.uk/2021/04/08/how-will-my-grades-be-calculated-how-will-you-make-them-fair-exams-and-assessments-regulator-ofqual-on-how-gcses-as-and-a-levels-will-be-graded-this-summer/
https://www.cityandguilds.com/covid-19/functional-skills
https://www.tes.com/news/gcse-alevel-exams-teacher-assessments-jcq-guidance
https://www.tes.com/news/gcse-alevel-exams-teacher-assessments-jcq-guidance
https://www.ncfe.org.uk/covid-19-response-for-2020-21/qualifications-which-can-not-be-awarded-through-a-teacher-assessed-grade
https://www.ncfe.org.uk/covid-19-response-for-2020-21/qualifications-which-can-not-be-awarded-through-a-teacher-assessed-grade
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/awarding-of-functional-skills-in-2021
https://www.ncfe.org.uk/covid-19-response-for-2020-21/quality-assurance-of-teacher-assessed-grades
https://www.wjec.co.uk/media/icmdzixg/a4-portrait-designs-14.pdf?fbclid=IwAR1E69jroHQtwvDgBvg5JDE60Lq00msqt6lDuF21KMxgorjbWcOxA1q1u6o
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 (01/04/2021) Update for Cambridge schools on the June 2021 series – 01 April 2021 

 (01/04/2021) OCR issues weekly roundup 

 (31/03/2021) City & Guilds updates Functional Skills guidance  

 (31/03/2021) OCR update - Additional assessment materials for summer 21 available for 

schools and colleges 

 (31/03/2021) AQA update - Supporting private candidates – how to find a school, college or 

exam centre this summer 

 (31/03/2021) Pearson issues General Qualifications Bulletin and Vocational Qualification 

Bulletin 

 (31/03/2021) JCQ issues JCQ Private Candidates Bulletin and provides a list of centres in 

England who will accept GCSE and AS/A Level private candidate entries this summer 

 (31/03/2021) Eduqas direct update to centres – SUMMER 2021: Update for centres delivering 

Ofqual regulated Eduqas GCSEs, AS and A levels – provides a brief summary of the support 

materials released today and those that will also be available for centres in the coming weeks 

 (30/03/2021) JCQ provides VTQ summer 2021 materials -This section of the website provides 

support materials to help with the administration of VTQs summer 2021 assessments: 

• Consolidated overview of summer 2021 VTQ approach 

 (29/03/2021) Federation of Awarding Bodies (FAB) publishes TAG approach for Functional 

Skills: A paper by the Federation’s FS Group 

 (29/03/2021) NCFE update – NCFE paper-based Functional Skills external assessments 

 (26/03/2021) Eduqas update – JCQ Centre Guidance now available 

 (26/03/2021) OCR issues weekly roundup 

 (26/03/2021) Pearson provides updates including a document – Navigating the JCQ guidance 

for summer 2021 

 (26/03/2021) OCR updates news page and provides a section - New OCR guidance for 

Cambridge Nationals and Cambridge Technicals in summer 2021 

 (26/03/2021) JCQ issues JCQ Summer 2021 Guidance Documentation Bulletin directly to 

subscribers 

 (26/03/2021) AQA latest updates added to section 2021 exam changes 

 (26/03/2021) JCQ publishes the following: 

Guidance 

• JCQ Centre Guidance on the Determination of Grades 

• Centre Policy Summary Form 
• Student, parent and guardian guidance 

Templates (optional documents) 

• Centre Policy template 
• Assessment record template 

• Head of Department Checklist template 

Grading supporting documentation 

• A/AS Level grade descriptors 

• GCSE grade descriptors 
• Worked examples 

Further support materials 

• Private Candidate FAQs 

https://www.cambridgeinternational.org/news/news-details/view/update-for-cambridge-schools-on-the-june-2021-series-20210401/
https://teach.ocr.org.uk/weekly-roundup-13-apr-2021
https://www.cityandguilds.com/covid-19/functional-skills
https://www.ocr.org.uk/news/additional-assessment-materials-for-summer-21-available-for-schools-and-colleges/
https://www.ocr.org.uk/news/additional-assessment-materials-for-summer-21-available-for-schools-and-colleges/
https://www.aqa.org.uk/news/private-candidates-how-to-find-school-college-exam-centre-this-summer
https://www.aqa.org.uk/news/private-candidates-how-to-find-school-college-exam-centre-this-summer
http://view.ocrm1.pearson.com/?qs=7d63848155ee643826a15d566bff90927e15bfb2021b1ee229a01c6cbfbce22f63004cec52a5141a9aafbe825c663319995044f601574da3af9da5b1410b21d2ce658d48a193d2f52d58dc9a6b7a17e9
http://view.ocrm1.pearson.com/?qs=0e430994274b999baa33cb6449715409b66a49e34538981acd7f4d3dfe4a503277b99c4e9b161cc2b2fe95ddd7924fb3aa5468bac8794ae7cad20d83dfcc5e3da35d01517be89d052329bb66645bb903
http://view.ocrm1.pearson.com/?qs=0e430994274b999baa33cb6449715409b66a49e34538981acd7f4d3dfe4a503277b99c4e9b161cc2b2fe95ddd7924fb3aa5468bac8794ae7cad20d83dfcc5e3da35d01517be89d052329bb66645bb903
https://www.jcq.org.uk/media-centre-2/e-newsletters/
https://www.jcq.org.uk/private-candidates-summer-2021/
https://www.jcq.org.uk/private-candidates-summer-2021/
https://www.jcq.org.uk/vtq-summer-2021-materials/
https://www.jcq.org.uk/vtq-summer-2021-materials/
https://awarding.org.uk/tag-approach-for-functional-skills-a-paper-by-the-federations-fs-group/
https://awarding.org.uk/tag-approach-for-functional-skills-a-paper-by-the-federations-fs-group/
https://www.ncfe.org.uk/covid-19-response-for-2020-21/update-on-our-functional-skills-offer
https://www.eduqas.co.uk/articles/jcq-centre-guidance-now-available/
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/campaigns/summer-2021-support.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/campaigns/summer-2021-support.html
https://www.ocr.org.uk/news/
https://www.ocr.org.uk/news/new-ocr-guidance-for-cambridge-nationals-and-cambridge-technicals-in-summer-2021/
https://www.ocr.org.uk/news/new-ocr-guidance-for-cambridge-nationals-and-cambridge-technicals-in-summer-2021/
https://www.aqa.org.uk/2021-exam-changes
https://www.jcq.org.uk/summer-2021-arrangements/
https://www.jcq.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/JCQ-Guidance-on-the-Determination-of-Grades-for-A-AS-Levels-and-GCSEs-Summer-2021.pdf
https://www.jcq.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/Summer-2021-Centre-Policy-Summary-Online-Form.pdf
https://www.jcq.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/JCQ-Guidance-for-Students-and-Parents-on-Summer-2021.pdf
https://www.jcq.org.uk/summer-2021-arrangements/
https://www.jcq.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/Summer-2021-JCQ-Guidance-Centre-policy.docx
https://www.jcq.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/Summer-2021-JCQ-Guidance-Assessment-Record-template.docx
https://www.jcq.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/Summer-2021-JCQ-Guidance-Head-of-Department-checklist.docx
https://www.jcq.org.uk/summer-2021-arrangements/
https://www.jcq.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/Summer-2021-Grade-Descriptors-A-AS-Levels.pdf
https://www.jcq.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/Summer-2021-Grade-Descriptors-GCSE.pdf
https://www.jcq.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/Summer-2021-JCQ-Guidance-WorkedExamples.pdf
https://www.jcq.org.uk/summer-2021-arrangements/
https://www.jcq.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/Summer-2021-Private-Candidates-FAQs-FINAL.pdf
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 (26/03/2021) NCFE issues reminder re V Cert and CACHE external assessment bookings 

 (25/03/2021) Ofqual update – interactive 2021 Qualifications Explainer Tool is now live 

 (25/03/2021) Qualifications Wales updates Awarding in 2021 with latest key facts 

 (25/03/2021) Pearson Exams Officers Support points to Unseen Content Assessment Schedule 

for International GCSE and International AS/A level information 

 (25/03/2021) Update for Cambridge schools on the June 2021 series – 25 March 2021 

 (25/03/2021) Pearson issues Vocational Qualification Bulletin (Issue 12) 

 (25/03/2021) OCR signposts to first guidance on Determining grades for Cambridge 

Nationals and Cambridge Technicals in summer 2021 

 (24/03/2021) NCFE updates Approach to awarding document 

 (24/03/2021) Pearson issues Exams Officer Update 

 (24/03/2021) Ofqual has published a news story that outlines the following documents: 

The decisions and analysis following the consultation on the general qualifications alternative 

awarding framework 

Information for heads of centre on the submission of teacher assessed grades for GCSEs, AS, A 

levels, Project Qualifications and AEA in maths 

Information for centres about making objective judgements 

General Qualifications Alternative Awarding Framework 

Consultation analysis and outcomes for regulatory arrangements for the awarding of vocational 

and technical and other general qualifications in 2020-2021 

Vocational and technical qualifications contingency regulatory framework, COVID-19 Conditions 

and Requirements 

Vocational and technical qualifications contingency regulatory framework, COVID-19 Guidance 

Extraordinary regulatory framework: VTQ, Covid-19 Conditions and Requirements 

Awarding organisation coronavirus (COVID-19) information pages guidance 

Ofqual has also launched a consultation on autumn assessment opportunities for VTQs. The 

closing date is 7 April 2021 

 (24/03/2021) OCR update – Results for Cambridge Nationals from the January 2021 series will 

be released tomorrow – Find out what’s available and when… 

 (24/03/2021) Pearson Exams Officers Support update – BTEC Summer 2021 – Entry 

Communications Clarification read more… 

 (23/03/2021) City & Guilds updates Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) and Updated 22 

March – Technical Qualifications – Teacher Assessed Grades Centre Guidance 

 (23/03/2021) Qualifications Wales news – Adaptations for 2022 and final details for 2021 

announced 

 (23/03/2021) Pearson Exams Officers Support reminds of BTEC Entry Deadline 

 (23/03/2021) AQA adds Key dates for summer 2021 

 (22/03/2021) AQA 2021 exam changes update (published 19 March) – How private candidates 

will be assessed in summer 2021 

 (19/03/2021) NCFE offers a series of recorded webinars giving further detailed guidance on the 

approach to awarding in 2020-21 

 (19/03/2021) JCQ issues March Bulletin 

 (19/03/2021) OCR issues weekly roundup  

 (19/03/2021) Pearson issues Vocational Qualification Bulletin (Issue 11) 

 (19/03/2021) Cambridge - Update on the June 2021 series – 19 March 2021 

https://www.ncfe.org.uk/covid-19-response-for-2020-21/plan-for-exams/v-cert-and-cache-external-assessment-bookings
https://analytics.ofqual.gov.uk/apps/AllQualifications/summer2021tool/
https://www.qualificationswales.org/english/awarding-2021/
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/campaigns/pearson-covid-19/rest-of-world-covid-19-coronavirus-update.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/campaigns/pearson-covid-19/rest-of-world-covid-19-coronavirus-update.html
https://www.cambridgeinternational.org/news/news-details/view/update-for-cambridge-schools-on-the-june-2021-series-20210325/
http://view.ocrm1.pearson.com/?qs=51ea7343630774f8df2458e0762047272ebd51a03a8f3fc8867904a0a14dcbb5c50e3ce0df54c9b3c5654fe890fb0542ec595ef79c81b1a5cc9e495e8cd6a022bc996250ffdc1bd92d068e1468deeec3
https://www.ocr.org.uk/everything-you-need-to-know-for-summer-2021/teachers/#resources-and-support
https://www.ocr.org.uk/everything-you-need-to-know-for-summer-2021/teachers/#resources-and-support
https://www.ncfe.org.uk/covid-19-response-for-2020-21/ncfe-s-approach-for-2020-21
http://view.ocrm1.pearson.com/?qs=f50f918a5bda1e8bbdc21b2ae11309de8589b0105e14ee0f06359b7c73abd4dc32e49b96db93e2a8346fd66f225bf86c1d6d6d96a01bab9a8d1ae751e552f70a8fe30ff4e5981cf69e0d575014b6d4955ad67dbaa9a19270
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/frameworks-for-awarding-qualifications-in-2021-consultation-outcomes
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/consultation-on-the-general-qualifications-alternative-awarding-framework
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/submission-of-teacher-assessed-grades-summer-2021-info-for-teachers
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/information-for-centres-about-making-objective-judgements
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/general-qualifications-alternative-awarding-framework
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/regulatory-arrangements-for-the-awarding-of-vocational-and-technical-and-other-general-qualifications-in-2020-2021
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/vocational-and-technical-qualifications-contingency-regulatory-framework
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/vocational-and-technical-qualifications-contingency-regulatory-framework
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/vocational-and-technical-qualifications-contingency-regulatory-framework
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/extraordinary-regulatory-framework-vtq-covid-19-conditions-and-requirements
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/awarding-organisation-coronavirus-covid-19-information-pages
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/consultation-on-autumn-assessment-opportunities-for-vtqs
https://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/cambridge-nationals/results/
https://www.theexamsoffice.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/Pearson-Exams-Officers-Support-update.pdf
https://www.cityandguilds.com/covid-19/assessment-arrangements-for-2021/technical-qualifications
https://www.cityandguilds.com/covid-19/assessment-arrangements-for-2021/technical-qualifications
https://www.cityandguilds.com/covid-19/assessment-arrangements-for-2021/technical-qualifications
https://www.qualificationswales.org/english/news/adaptations-for-2022-and-final-details-for-2021-announced/
https://www.qualificationswales.org/english/news/adaptations-for-2022-and-final-details-for-2021-announced/
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/teaching-and-learning-hub/Awarding-results-2021/BTEC-external-assessment-entries-2021.pdf?
https://www.aqa.org.uk/2021-exam-changes/key-dates-for-2021
https://www.aqa.org.uk/exams-administration/exams-administration-updates/how-private-candidates-will-be-assessed-in-summer-2021
https://www.aqa.org.uk/exams-administration/exams-administration-updates/how-private-candidates-will-be-assessed-in-summer-2021
https://www.ncfe.org.uk/covid-19-response-for-2020-21/our-support-for-you
https://www.ncfe.org.uk/covid-19-response-for-2020-21/our-support-for-you
https://www.jcq.org.uk/media-centre-2/e-newsletters/
https://teach.ocr.org.uk/weekly-roundup-11-mar-2021
http://view.ocrm1.pearson.com/?qs=4a56d300910ee186ccc5783922b653948416b98d50600778e87a3baa43b5f441ccb7d3d0e876046650607f99bd6b1a903b356cd056d8f1c8164d9b95e24d72952c7d57e6ea7619f348d84fc333903f9b
https://www.cambridgeinternational.org/news/news-details/view/update-on-the-june-2021-series-20210319/
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 (18/03/2021) The DfE Qualifications 2021 team are hosting a webinar on Tuesday 23rd 
March from 10–10.45am for centres who may be interested in supporting private candidates. 

This will be an opportunity for exams officers, heads of centre, and other relevant staff to 

receive information and ask questions about the private candidate support grant read more… 

 (18/03/2021) DfE guidance – Responsibility for exams – updated ‘Public health guidance to 

support exams from January 2021’ to confirm the types of scheduled assessments that can still 

go ahead 

 (17/03/2021) Pearson issues General Qualifications Bulletin 

 (17/03/2021) AQA update Keeping students’ work for the summer 2021 series 

 (17/03/2021) Pearson Exams Officers Support issues – Special Consideration Guidance - 

Today’s results will be issued for all learners who sat the external assessments in January. 

Where a learner was absent, these will be flagged as ‘absent’ regardless of special consideration 

application… 

 17/03/2021) Ofqual update – Public response analysis document has been added to Support 

materials and advance information in 2021 GCSE, AS and A level exams  

 (17/03/2021) Ofqual launches Consultation on arrangements for an autumn 2021 exam 

series -This consultation closes at 11:45pm on 9 April 2021 

 (17/03/2021) Ofqual News story Consultation on autumn series 2021 

 (16/03/2021) Pearson updates BTEC FAQs - External Assessment Entries 

 (16/03/2021) OCR Private candidate update – there’s more time for your entries to be made for 

this summer – find out more 

 (16/03/2021) OCR update – Results for Cambridge Technicals from the January 2021 exams 

will be released tomorrow – find out more 

 (16/03/2021) JCQ will be producing a list of centres willing to offer GCSEs, AS or A levels to 

private candidates who wish to enter in Summer 2021. All JCQ centres will be given the 

opportunity to be added to the list. An email is being sent to exam centres on the National 

Centre Number (NCN) register 

 (15/03/2021) City & Guilds issues update on Assessment arrangements 

 (15/03/2021) JCQ publishes Interim Guidance for Centres Accepting Private Candidate Entries 

for GCSE, AS and A level qualifications in Summer 2021 

 (15/03/2021) JCQ publishes Information for centres RETENTION OF CANDIDATES’ WORK FOR 

THE SUMMER 2021 SERIES 

 (15/03/2021) DFE guidance Private candidate support grant: information for exam centres  

 (15/03/2021) JCQ update JCQ e-newsletter – March 2021 (clarification) 

 (15/03/2021) OCR Customer Support add an article to the section Exams Officers – Autumn 

2021 exam series GCSE, AS and A Level 

 (12/03/2021) NCFE update – Your most popular questions of the week with quick answers  

 (12/03/2021) OCR issues weekly roundup including Grade submission system update, 

Cambridge Nationals roadshows and CEM free trial and Exams Officer Update – March 2021 

 (12/03/2021) Update for Cambridge schools about the June 2021 series – 12 March 2021 

 (11/03/2021) Pearson issues Vocational Qualification Bulletin (Issue 10) 

 (11/03/2021) AQA issues Exams update – March 2021 

 (11/03/2021) OCR updates/adds articles to the section Exams Officers on on NEA/Coursework 

in summer 2021, Cambridge Technicals entries for summer 2021 and What are the 

arrangements for endorsement grades in summer 2021? 

 (10/03/2021) Pearson issues Exams Officer Update: 10 March 2021 

https://www.theexamsoffice.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/PC-Webinar-details.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/responsibility-for-autumn-gcse-as-and-a-level-exam-series#history
http://view.ocrm1.pearson.com/?qs=bdbecf6d1558bc99d96fa3b111bdf12b9596237e5923901f618ddc63d21ad40539bf9f7470f80ff539b88205c20db0b3d366490274ce68f986742bc57490e9e992561554d120a8c3c828660183508fad
https://www.aqa.org.uk/exams-administration/exams-administration-updates/keeping-students-work-for-the-summer-2021-series
https://www.facebook.com/PearsonExamsOfficersSupport
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/support-materials-and-advance-information-in-2021-gcse-as-and-a-level-exams
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/support-materials-and-advance-information-in-2021-gcse-as-and-a-level-exams
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/consultation-on-arrangements-for-an-autumn-2021-exam-series
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/consultation-on-arrangements-for-an-autumn-2021-exam-series
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/consultation-on-autumn-series-2021
https://www.pearson.com/uk/educators/fe-college-educators/supporting-the-fe-sector-during-coronavirus-covid-19/assessmentarrangements/btec-faqs.html
https://www.ocr.org.uk/students/private-candidates/
https://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/cambridge-technicals/results/
https://www.cityandguilds.com/covid-19
https://www.jcq.org.uk/summer-2021-arrangements/
https://www.jcq.org.uk/summer-2021-arrangements/
https://www.jcq.org.uk/summer-2021-arrangements/
https://www.jcq.org.uk/summer-2021-arrangements/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/private-candidate-support-grant-information-for-exam-centres
https://www.jcq.org.uk/media-centre-2/e-newsletters/
https://support.ocr.org.uk/hc/en-gb/sections/360008255632-Exams-Officers
https://support.ocr.org.uk/hc/en-gb/articles/360020534419-Autumn-2021-exam-series
https://support.ocr.org.uk/hc/en-gb/articles/360020534419-Autumn-2021-exam-series
https://www.ncfe.org.uk/covid-19-response-for-2020-21/frequently-asked-questions
https://teach.ocr.org.uk/weekly-roundup-10-mar-2021
https://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/exams-officer-update/
https://www.cambridgeinternational.org/news/news-details/view/update%20for-cambridge-schools-about-the-june-2021-series-12-march-2021/
http://view.ocrm1.pearson.com/?qs=7beb5efe4321718d4f7a3313a71d5d9d0207d0f5fbd0363522f93a692380af80609834f96471bfa5f5c65e2b132795b1dd1ce78a4b9a2534d9e004f81f7abd829821718ad0324591a65132aba9dd4f01
https://www.aqa.org.uk/exams-administration/become-an-aqa-centre/exams-officer-services/exams-updates
https://support.ocr.org.uk/hc/en-gb/sections/360008255632-Exams-Officers
http://view.ocrm1.pearson.com/?qs=4f884a151f28cbafd5c6db550eb7e22618f983c029114d24e26d11894f805da974306a686e69d0aceebb746def68ed7d2aab3bbc30b24ce4eb8e40b2a69ceba9a93139d89bd18e2006a771732940b936752c7a859508bb82
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 (10/03/2021) Ofqual News story Proposals for future assessment arrangements for GCSE 
French, German and Spanish and Open consultation Revised GCSE qualifications in modern 

foreign languages 

 (10/03/2021) DFE Open consultation GCSE modern foreign languages (MFL) subject content 

review 

 (09/03/2021) AQA confirms the deadline for submitting endorsement levels will be the same as 

the one for submitting grades: 18 June 

 (09/03/2021) Pearson Exams Officers Support point to BTEC FAQs update – Should I make 

entries for on-demand tests? 

 (08/03/2021) WJEC update – Qualification Assessment Frameworks – a range of evidence can 

be used 

 (08/03/2021) OCR Customer Support updates – Cambridge Nationals entries for summer 

2021 and (updated 5 March) Cambridge Technicals entries for summer 2021 

 (08/03/2021) JCQ publishes JCQ Awarding 2021 presentation (Content was first presented on 3 
March and it is subject to change following the publication of the regulatory framework by 

Ofqual expected to be during the w/c 22 March 2021, following the completion of the current 

technical consultation) 

 (08/03/2021) Ofqual updates guidance on Awarding of functional skills in 2021 

 (05/03/2021) AQA confirmed on social media they will not be collecting NEA marks, therefore 
there is no deadline and will be in touch next week to confirm the endorsement submission 

dates 

 (05/03/2021) OCR weekly roundup including Updates on assessment evidence and submitting 

grades this summer 

 (05/03/2021) JCQ launches a dedicated Summer 2021 Arrangements hub where support, 

news, guidance etc. for stakeholders will be provided in one place as it becomes available 

 (05/03/2021) Update for Cambridge schools – 5 March 2021 

 (05/03/2021) JCQ issues JCQ e-newsletter – March 

 (04/03/2021) Qualifications Wales confirms appeals process and routes for private candidates 

 (03/03/2021) Pearson Exams Officer Support update – Centre Management Reminder (Quality 

and administrative checks required for BTEC) 

 (02/03/2021) Pearson publishes Vocational Qualification Bulletin (Issue 9) 

 (01/03/2021) Qualifications Wales update – Awarding in 2021 

 (01/03/2021) NCFE update –  Access our qualification checker tool 

 (01/03/2021) The Ofqual blog – Remote assessment and invigilation in vocational and 

technical qualifications 

 (01/03/2021) OCR Customer Support added an article – Private candidates in summer 2021 – 

to the section Exams Officers 

 (01/03/2021) Ofqual and DfE guidance – National Reference Test 2021 – updated information 

for schools 

 (01/03/2021) Ofqual News story Draft guidance for heads of centre, heads of department and 
teachers – Consultation on guidance on how to generate the evidence used to determine grades 

this summer 

 (27/02/2021) AQA update (published 26 February) What it means: summer 2021 consultation 

decisions explained 

 (26/02/2021) Pearson COVID-19 page updated 

 (26/02/2021) OCR weekly roundup including How students will get their grades this summer, 

Fees invoicing update and Redeveloped Cambridge Nationals 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/proposals-for-future-assessment-arrangements-for-gcse-french-german-and-spanish
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/proposals-for-future-assessment-arrangements-for-gcse-french-german-and-spanish
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/revised-gcse-qualifications-in-modern-foreign-languages
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/revised-gcse-qualifications-in-modern-foreign-languages
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/gcse-modern-foreign-languages-mfl-subject-content-review
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/gcse-modern-foreign-languages-mfl-subject-content-review
https://www.pearson.com/uk/educators/fe-college-educators/supporting-the-fe-sector-during-coronavirus-covid-19/assessmentarrangements/btec-faqs.html?
https://www.pearson.com/uk/educators/fe-college-educators/supporting-the-fe-sector-during-coronavirus-covid-19/assessmentarrangements/btec-faqs.html?
https://www.wjec.co.uk/articles/qualification-assessment-frameworks-a-range-of-evidence-can-be-used/
https://www.wjec.co.uk/articles/qualification-assessment-frameworks-a-range-of-evidence-can-be-used/
https://support.ocr.org.uk/hc/en-gb/articles/360019338500
https://support.ocr.org.uk/hc/en-gb/articles/360019338500
https://support.ocr.org.uk/hc/en-gb/articles/360019338540-Cambridge-Technicals-entries-for-summer-2021
https://www.jcq.org.uk/summer-2021-arrangements/
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/awarding-of-functional-skills-in-2021
https://teach.ocr.org.uk/weekly-roundup-9-mar-2021
https://www.jcq.org.uk/summer-2021-arrangements/
https://www.cambridgeinternational.org/news/news-details/view/update-for-cambridge-schools-5-march-2021/
https://www.jcq.org.uk/media-centre-2/e-newsletters/
https://www.qualificationswales.org/english/news/qualifications-wales-confirms-appeals-process-and-routes-for-private-candidates/
https://www.theexamsoffice.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/Centre-Management-Reminder-Quality-and-administrative-checks-required-for-BTEC.pdf
https://www.theexamsoffice.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/Centre-Management-Reminder-Quality-and-administrative-checks-required-for-BTEC.pdf
http://view.ocrm1.pearson.com/?qs=942f860c09428989bd523af893f815099df57795ace5d301e0291199957d8a2d20b809b53ecb66568b586fff963eac86175bd3aa3e96e33679c696fb76f28dad04227f87c33ec7eeabb27ec5dd910f5b
https://www.qualificationswales.org/english/awarding-2021/
https://www.ncfe.org.uk/covid-19-response-for-2020-21
https://ofqual.blog.gov.uk/2021/03/01/remote-assessment-and-invigilation-in-vocational-and-technical-qualifications/
https://ofqual.blog.gov.uk/2021/03/01/remote-assessment-and-invigilation-in-vocational-and-technical-qualifications/
https://support.ocr.org.uk/hc/en-gb/sections/360008255632-Exams-Officers
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-reference-test-2021-updated-information-for-schools
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-reference-test-2021-updated-information-for-schools
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/draft-guidance-for-heads-of-centre-heads-of-department-and-teachers
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/draft-guidance-for-heads-of-centre-heads-of-department-and-teachers
https://www.aqa.org.uk/news/what-it-means-summer-2021-consultation-decisions-explained
https://www.aqa.org.uk/news/what-it-means-summer-2021-consultation-decisions-explained
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/campaigns/pearson-covid-19.html
https://teach.ocr.org.uk/weekly-roundup-8-feb-2021
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 (26/02/2021) OCR updates on Consultation decisions – How students taking GCSEs, AS and A 
Levels will get results this summer and How students taking Cambridge Nationals and 

Cambridge Technicals will get results in summer 2021 

 (26/02/2021) NCFE update – Qualifications which can be awarded through a Teacher Assessed 

Grade 

 (26/02/2021) Update for Cambridge schools on 2021 exams – 26 February 2021 

 (26/02/2021) Eduqas update – Ofqual consultation outcomes and response 

 (25/02/2021) Qualifications Wales update – Three country approach to awarding vocational 

qualifications this summer confirmed 

 (25/02/2021) DfE Education in the media blog What you need to know about grades in 2021 

 (25/02/2021) Pearson update – Response to joint DfE and Ofqual consultation outcome  

 (25/02/2021) City & Guilds issues Update on 2021 assessments and updates Assessment 

arrangements for 2021 

 (25/02/2021) AQA update – Summer 2021 consultation decisions published 

 (25/02/2021) Eduqas update – Assessment arrangements announced (GCSE, AS/A level, and 

Vocational Qualifications) 

 (25/02/2021) NCFE update – Information on our approach for 2020-21 

 (25/02/2021) Oral statement to Parliament – Education Secretary statement to MPs on 

education recovery and qualifications 

 (25/02/2021) DfE guidance – (COVID-19): school and college performance measures 

 (25/02/2021) DfE guidance – Awarding qualifications in summer 2021 

 (25/02/2021) Ofqual launches open consultations – Consultation on the general qualifications 

alternative awarding framework – Regulatory arrangements for the awarding of vocational and 

technical and other general qualifications in 2020-2021 – closing at 11:45pm on 11 March 2021 

 (25/02/2021) Ofqual authorised article – How qualifications will be awarded in 2021 

 (25/02/2021) Ofqual guidance –  Awarding of functional skills in 2021 

 (25/02/2021) Ofqual confirms Results dates: AS and A level 10 August; GCSE 12 August  

 (25/02/2021) Ofqual infographics – How GCSEs, AS and A levels will be awarded in summer 

2021 –  How vocational and technical qualifications will be awarded in 2021 

 (25/02/2021) Ofqual and DFE consultation outcomes – Consultation on how GCSE, AS and A 

level grades should be awarded in summer 2021 – Consultation on alternative arrangements for 

the award of VTQs and other general qualifications in 2021 

 (25/02/2021) Pearson Exams Officer Support update – We understand that you will be eager 

for more information following the release of the Ofqual consultation outcome, so we are 
currently working to understand how this affects Pearson qualifications. We will communicate to 

you all what is required for the administration of our qualifications, as soon as we can through 

our social media channels, direct communications, qualifications bulletins and will update our 

website with all the latest information. 

 (25/02/2021) DfE update – Today we’re announcing how students will be assessed and 

awarded their vocational and technical qualifications this year… 

GRADES WILL BE ASSESSED BY TEACHERS OR TUTORS for vocational and technical qualifications (VTQ) 

and T Levels which are similar to GCSEs and A levels, and used for university or college places, as well as 

other general qualifications like the International Baccalaureate 

EXAMS AND ASSESSMENTS FOR OCCUPATIONAL COURSES, which lead directly to employment, will take 

place in line with public health measures 

EXAMS AND ASSESSMENTS FOR SMALLER VTQS, such as Functional Skills qualifications, will continue in 

line with public health measures or remotely 

ALTERNATIVE ARRANGEMENTS will be available for those who cannot access the assessments 

Students will only be ASSESSED ON WHAT THEY WERE TAUGHT 

https://www.ocr.org.uk/news/consultation-decisions-on-gcses-as-and-a-levels/
https://www.ocr.org.uk/news/consultation-decisions-on-gcses-as-and-a-levels/
https://www.ocr.org.uk/news/consultation-decisions-on-vtq-and-other-general-qualifications/
https://www.ocr.org.uk/news/consultation-decisions-on-vtq-and-other-general-qualifications/
https://www.ncfe.org.uk/covid-19-response-for-2020-21/qualifications-which-can-be-awarded-through-a-teacher-assessed-grade
https://www.ncfe.org.uk/covid-19-response-for-2020-21/qualifications-which-can-be-awarded-through-a-teacher-assessed-grade
https://www.cambridgeinternational.org/news/news-details/view/update-for-cambridge-schools-on-the-2021-exam-series-20210226/
https://www.eduqas.co.uk/articles/ofqual-consultation-outcomes-and-response/
https://www.qualificationswales.org/english/news/three-country-approach-to-awarding-vocational-qualifications-this-summer-confirmed/
https://www.qualificationswales.org/english/news/three-country-approach-to-awarding-vocational-qualifications-this-summer-confirmed/
https://dfemedia.blog.gov.uk/2021/02/25/what-you-need-to-know-about-grades-in-2021/
http://view.ocrm1.pearson.com/?qs=9e8606d79d76e6769daa54f8498108246f0d060e6f68f33ee8235679003853df9bb06c3a05f1651629a74c3eb13867b242f1d519b21de8c5448e290f7661f88468e7452fc4d9bed3551455ab42b436fcc096e5f1f06d415a
https://www.cityandguilds.com/news/february-2021/update-on-2021-assessments
https://www.cityandguilds.com/covid-19/assessment-arrangements-for-2021
https://www.cityandguilds.com/covid-19/assessment-arrangements-for-2021
https://www.aqa.org.uk/news/summer-2021-consultation-decisions-published
https://www.eduqas.co.uk/articles/assessment-arrangements-announced-gcse-as-a-level-and-vocational-qualifications/
https://www.eduqas.co.uk/articles/assessment-arrangements-announced-gcse-as-a-level-and-vocational-qualifications/
https://www.ncfe.org.uk/planning-ahead-for-2020-2021
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/education-secretary-statement-to-mps-on-education-recovery-and-qualifications
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/education-secretary-statement-to-mps-on-education-recovery-and-qualifications
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-school-and-college-performance-measures
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/awarding-qualifications-in-summer-2021
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/consultation-on-the-general-qualifications-alternative-awarding-framework
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/consultation-on-the-general-qualifications-alternative-awarding-framework
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/regulatory-arrangements-for-the-awarding-of-vocational-and-technical-and-other-general-qualifications-in-2020-2021
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/regulatory-arrangements-for-the-awarding-of-vocational-and-technical-and-other-general-qualifications-in-2020-2021
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/how-qualifications-will-be-awarded-in-2021
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/awarding-of-functional-skills-in-2021
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/964613/Infographic_-_how_GCSEs__AS_and_A_levels_will_be_awarded_in_summer_2021.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/964613/Infographic_-_how_GCSEs__AS_and_A_levels_will_be_awarded_in_summer_2021.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/964614/Infographic_-_how_vocational_and_technical_qualifications_will_be_awarded_in_2021.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/consultation-on-how-gcse-as-and-a-level-grades-should-be-awarded-in-summer-2021
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/consultation-on-how-gcse-as-and-a-level-grades-should-be-awarded-in-summer-2021
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/consultation-on-alternative-arrangements-for-the-award-of-vtqs-and-other-general-qualifications-in-2021
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/consultation-on-alternative-arrangements-for-the-award-of-vtqs-and-other-general-qualifications-in-2021
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There will be checks from schools, colleges and awarding organisations TO ENSURE FAIRNESS FOR PUPILS 

Results days for VTQs used to enter college or university will take place IN THE WEEK OF 9 AUGUST in line 

with A levels and GCSEs 

Every student will HAVE THE RIGHT TO APPEAL their teacher-assessed grade 

 (25/02/2021) DfE update – Today we’re announcing how students will be assessed and 

awarded their GCSE, AS and A levels this year… 

Students will receive GRADES DETERMINED BY TEACHERS 

TEACHERS WILL BE GIVEN CLEAR GUIDANCE on using a range of evidence to assess pupils including 

coursework and optional questions from exam boards that teachers can use 

Students will only be assessed on WHAT THEY WERE TAUGHT  

There will be multiple checks from schools, colleges and exam boards TO ENSURE FAIRNESS FOR PUPILS 

Every student will have the RIGHT TO APPEAL THEIR GRADE 

GCSE and A level results days will take place IN THE WEEK OF 9 AUGUST 

 (25/02/2021) Ofqual correspondence – Simon Lebus responds to the Secretary of State’s 

direction of 23 February 2021 

 (25/02/2021) DfE correspondence – Direction issued to Ofqual 

 (25/02/2021) DfE press release – Teacher assessed grades for students – Fairness and 

flexibility at the heart of plans to ensure young people can progress to next stage of education 

or career 

 (24/02/2021) Pearson issues Exams Officer Update: 24 February 2021 

 (24/02/2021) NCFE update – Remote invigilation is now live 

 (22/02/2021) WJEC update for Qualifications Wales approved GCSE, AS and A levels – Summer 

2021: Materials to support Centre-Determined Grades now available 

 (20/02/2021) NCFE update – V Cert and CACHE external assessment bookings 

 (19/02/2021) OCR publishes weekly roundup including Arrangements for summer 2021 and 

entry deadline dates 

 (19/02/2021) Update for Cambridge schools on the 2021 exam series – 19 February 2021 

 (17/02/2021) Pearson launches consultation in relation to an additional focused exam series 

for Edexcel International GCSE 

 (16/02/2021) Pearson reminder of latest information for private candidates 

 (16/02/2021) AQA update (published 12 February) – Applied Generals: how we’re calculating 

January 2021 series results 

 (16/02/2021) OCR issues a message to private candidates 

 (15/02/2021) AQA news – e-AQA to be replaced by Centre Services 

 (15/02/2021) Pearson launches major national consultation into the future of qualifications and 

assessment in the UK – Take part here 

 (12/02/2021) OCR publishes weekly roundup including Arrangements for summer 2021 and 

VTQ results dates and Exams Officer Update – February 2021 

 (12/02/2021) Update for Cambridge schools on the 2021 exam series - 12 February 2021 

 (12/02/2021) JCQ Bulletin - Exam Entries February 2021 issued confirming the news 

release JCQ update on summer 2021 candidate entries 

 (12/02/2021) Pearson publishes Vocational Qualification Bulletin (Issue 8) 

 (11/02/2021) IB issues Update for May 2021 Diploma Programme and Career-related 

Programme examination session 

 (11/02/2021) NCFE update – Anytime, anywhere assessment – Remote invigilation is launching 

week commencing 22 February 

 (11/02/2021) JCQ issues news release – JCQ update on summer 2021 candidate entries 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/simon-lebus-responds-to-the-secretary-of-states-direction-of-23-february-2021
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/simon-lebus-responds-to-the-secretary-of-states-direction-of-23-february-2021
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/direction-issued-to-ofqual
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/teacher-assessed-grades-for-students
http://view.ocrm1.pearson.com/?qs=5ef0322fcd90221eb1bc7a6e742f3b4a4f8758ab5ad31487be3fe7708c3ff9894eddd1422cb139295ef3ebf9eb9c06765d8ca91d08ff11f9eb0bbaca39392eb64fffda2ce76e0b230817a2afec8767f8
https://www.qualhub.co.uk/delivery-and-learner-support/remote-invigilation/
https://www.wjec.co.uk/articles/summer-2021-materials-to-support-centre-determined-grades-now-available/
https://www.wjec.co.uk/articles/summer-2021-materials-to-support-centre-determined-grades-now-available/
https://www.ncfe.org.uk/planning-ahead-for-2020-2021/plan-for-exams/v-cert-and-cache-external-assessment-bookings
https://teach.ocr.org.uk/weekly-roundup-7-feb-21
https://www.cambridgeinternational.org/news/news-details/view/update-for-cambridge-schools-on-the-2021-exam-series-20210219/
https://rc20a9a.questionpro.com/?
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/campaigns/pearson-covid-19/private-candidates.html?utm_source=ealertpqb3int&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=GBEDGS0121COVID
https://www.aqa.org.uk/exams-administration/exams-administration-updates/applied-generals-how-were-calculating-january-2021-series-results
https://www.aqa.org.uk/exams-administration/exams-administration-updates/applied-generals-how-were-calculating-january-2021-series-results
https://customersupportteam.createsend1.com/t/ViewEmail/y/61F8EFCC86AE69612540EF23F30FEDED
https://www.aqa.org.uk/news/e-aqa-to-be-replaced-by-centre-services
https://www.pearson.com/uk/about-us/news-and-policy/news/2021/02/pearson-launches-major-national-consultation.html
https://www.pearson.com/uk/about-us/news-and-policy/news/2021/02/pearson-launches-major-national-consultation.html
https://ex-plorsurvey.com/survey/selfserve/552/210207?list=1#?
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fow.ly%2FuLkv50DyLq2%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR2AWkEQ4uY9o4p0jxI9ZT7TIMctXwWGEGIhHHiLwXlkchJdyi_Yh1ooAfs&h=AT1Kq984SWPGnQ6aVNee_9LaLX2pFFen1jypAIwIVDmCGIdmoADh5CL3bIzQqib72Jisw3C1LS5Jjk8t-LnZAOYoQsYDI5kfJoY4tSxq-4S8oPTKDBy0L60YXjDpa-gc2I0jpnc&__tn__=-UK-R&c%5B0%5D=AT0yjggeZoAZwt3a8DSrswfo-UARiOzJd_EHbAYpOCSrbOAxyVNOc_eqrmkWv7OZmaLcYNgMAk3mhdFFmfTEhtLOy1X4PpIJXqUuJwl_IRPPH7tLCg8m_RvPvcH-CJG3JTRQQj-8cWPP-QVETYSkf1C3KqUmeCE2SYflgiiRfY83myd2E_ju
https://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/exams-officer-update/
https://www.cambridgeinternational.org/news/news-details/view/update-for-cambridge-schools-on-the-2021-exam-series-20210212/
https://www.jcq.org.uk/jcq-update-on-exam-entries/
http://view.ocrm1.pearson.com/?qs=bde6011882bee717cd98a9cf91309349450a01bcbdfad124e98a673849066350e3bbc2057302a183f8338c24f6539d98e0910bf0b335548c1e1bc0b5a80b63fbbe0c392f77da71062273f88545aec44c
https://www.ibo.org/news/news-about-the-ib/further-update-for-may-2021-diploma-programme-and-career-related-programme-examination-session/
https://www.ibo.org/news/news-about-the-ib/further-update-for-may-2021-diploma-programme-and-career-related-programme-examination-session/
https://www.ncfe.org.uk/remote-invigilation
https://www.jcq.org.uk/jcq-update-on-exam-entries/
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 (11/02/2021) Qualifications Wales publishes Annual qualifications market report 

 (11/02/2021) Pearson Exams Officers Support update – Entries for external assessments 

or task-based exams – We expect there to be sufficient time after receiving the consultation 
response and guidance from Pearson for centres to make BTEC external assessment entries 

before the deadline of the 25th of March. Therefore, we are advising centres to wait until the 

consultation response before making entries for learners. 

 (11/02/2021) Ofqual publishes a blog – GCSE results for the autumn series and has also 

published the following documents: 

o Annual qualifications market report 

o Qualifications price index 2020 

o International qualifications market blog 

 (11/02/2021) JCQ publishes the overall results for the autumn series for GCSE subjects 

excluding English language and mathematics 

 (10/02/2021) NCFE issues a reminder – Registering and withdrawing learners 

 (10/02/2021) AQA issues Exams update – February 2021 

 (10/02/2021) Pearson issues Exams Officer Update: 10 February 2021 

 (09/02/2021) Qualifications Wales issues the assessment guidance for awarding in 2021 

 (09/02/2021) OCR update – Results Day for all the remaining GCSE subjects from the Autumn 

2020 series is on Thursday 11 February. Click for full details of what’s available and when: ht… 

 (09/02/2021) DfE updates guidance Responsibility for exams – by adding information to ‘Public 
health guidance to support exams from January 2021’ about scheduled assessments in February 

and March 

 (09/02/2021) WJEC update – We have today published our latest Assessments 2021 Timeline, 
offering centres a timeframe on when to expect new guidance content: 

http://bit.ly/WJECTLFeb2021 

 (05/02/2021) OCR publishes Weekly roundup – including our response to the consultation, free 

baseline assessment testing with CEM and more… and updates latest news page – OCR 

responses to the DfE and Ofqual consultations on summer 2021 

 (05/02/2021) Update for Cambridge schools on the June 2021 exam series – 5 February 2021 

 (04/02/2021) @PearsonExamsOfficersSupport update – February and March VQ 
Attendance Registers – Please be aware that attendance registers for VQ external 

assessments in February and March do not need to be returned. You also do not need to make 

Pearson aware that you will not be going ahead with the February or March assessments. Any 
attendance registers that have been delivered for these assessments can be securely 

destroyed. The only exception to this is the BTEC Children’s Play, Learning and Development 

external assessment that is due to be sat in March 2021, centres will need to return their 

attendance registers as normal and follow the usual processes. 

 (04/02/2021) OCR Customer Support article updated – What are the arrangements for 

Cambridge Nationals entries in summer 2021? 

 (04/02/2021) IB update – The IB confirms dual route for May 2021 Diploma Programme and 

Career-related Programme examination session 

 (04/02/2021) WJEC publishes Assessment update: Guidance on controlled assessment for 

vocational qualifications 

 (04/02/2021) Pearson publishes Exams Officer Update: 4 February 2021 

 (03/2/2021) Pearson publishes Vocational Qualification Bulletin (Issue 7) which 

includes guidance that is confirmed, as well as questions Pearson are still awaiting 

clarification on 

 (03/02/2021) Pearson publishes – Latest update on 2021 exams for international 
qualifications – providing three important updates including: We will use a robust approach 

based on teacher assessment for International GCSE and International AS/A Level assessment 

in May/June 2021 and exams will not go ahead as planned… 

https://qualificationswales.org/english/publications/annual-qualifications-market-report/
https://ofqual.blog.gov.uk/2021/02/11/gcse-results-for-the-autumn-series/
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/annual-qualifications-market-report-academic-year-2019-to-2020
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/qualifications-price-index-2020
https://ofqual.blog.gov.uk/2021/02/11/qualifications-exports-a-significant-market/
https://www.jcq.org.uk/examination-results/
https://www.ncfe.org.uk/planning-ahead-for-2020-2021/plan-for-exams?fbclid=IwAR2rkp3ATy_A3oxYGiGTZEh4JtTpJwl-pvkpwhtYxiKe8krPNk7VYcNmTuQ
https://www.aqa.org.uk/exams-administration/become-an-aqa-centre/exams-officer-services/exams-updates
http://view.ocrm1.pearson.com/?qs=1f885988bae6c0563a6fd4ca5f904170c729ee822a911ea749fd6c248593617cb11e354ca478ee31559a3a5fd0d416d0ec3f0c68917816755273b279335ee94e6ce520cfed24bf0218cb62d8a6e17435
https://qualificationswales.org/english/awarding-2021/guidance-documents/?fbclid=IwAR0eA2j1XZO6-yNXuIa2lEQTPEzn1ouCThljwTj-pJfxItpUMgH8QYbD6OA
http://ow.ly/TAVY50DsaZi?fbclid=IwAR16_2Jl2mXtm3nWx8nffjFi9gidfgisQhFMIEbmj3XenAalqh3YC3-TNa0
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/responsibility-for-autumn-gcse-as-and-a-level-exam-series#history
https://bit.ly/WJECTLFeb2021?fbclid=IwAR3yZCW2DqlbXzNgQ-JZpf5v7w7-1UsxMU79-v9cvWr7dtTdKMR5KCx-7iU
https://teach.ocr.org.uk/weekly-roundup-5-feb-2021?fbclid=IwAR1bMX0wo87UPXvYcdMMKkWEhPgkalPYv0Y_935qJoy0V2-gc1u3Hx37CUE
https://www.ocr.org.uk/news/
https://www.ocr.org.uk/news/
https://www.cambridgeinternational.org/news/news-details/view/update-for-cambridge-schools-on-the-june-2021-exam-series-20210205/
https://support.ocr.org.uk/hc/en-gb/articles/360019338500-What-are-the-arrangements-for-Cambridge-Nationals-entries-in-summer-2021-
https://support.ocr.org.uk/hc/en-gb/articles/360019338500-What-are-the-arrangements-for-Cambridge-Nationals-entries-in-summer-2021-
https://www.ibo.org/news/news-about-the-ib/update-for-may-2021-diploma-programme-and-career-related-programme-examination-session/
https://www.ibo.org/news/news-about-the-ib/update-for-may-2021-diploma-programme-and-career-related-programme-examination-session/
https://www.wjec.co.uk/articles/assessment-update-guidance-on-controlled-assessment-for-vocational-qualifications/
https://www.wjec.co.uk/articles/assessment-update-guidance-on-controlled-assessment-for-vocational-qualifications/
http://view.ocrm1.pearson.com/?qs=1cc08e0fa8731b66edc7923004e226dc293cd11f77385879e3dbdbfa35eb9fd6a12c9a4188ad98e9b155e78170ab8520fb683ddc85cbaef2f15dfc13c59ea72fdd4aabfb5be24e7c7b95cc18376f87d3
http://view.ocrm1.pearson.com/?qs=0841ae84e25cdfd58bcd1cd5eb085f1a8c41ad833719bc216bf595ec7c48964533368ce0ea78aa46fd095e991e27936b3b69c118de244b8dd6ceff75575955f0e952a56dbe19dbb1d74cff7afa0639f8&fbclid=IwAR1QXxK7n6-ryX28DgJR1FS3Jhw5VdD4EK5t5u8b97SgLXp0vFzfeffX0po#1
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/campaigns/pearson-covid-19/rest-of-world-covid-19-coronavirus-update.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/campaigns/pearson-covid-19/rest-of-world-covid-19-coronavirus-update.html
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 (02/02/2021) AQA publishes latest update – Functional Skills entries for the March 2021 series 

 (02/02/2021) Pearson publishes Customer Services update – Modified papers – Deadline, 

formats and more 

 (01/02/2021) @ofqual update Thanks to everyone who took part in our recent joint 

consultations with @educationgovuk which attracted more than 103k responses 

combined. We’re analysing the responses and plan to publish next steps week beginning 22 

February. 

 (29/01/2021) OCR publishes Weekly roundup – Other general qualifications consultation 

summary and our five key principles for awarding grades 

 (29/01/2021) JCQ publishes Notice to centres – SENCO’s and assessors, June 2021 

examination series confirming – As the final assessment arrangements are yet to be 
determined, applications for access arrangements (where required) and orders for modified 

papers for these qualifications should continue to be processed using Access Arrangements 

Online (AAO)… 

 (29/01/2021) The Ofqual blog from Simon Lebus – Consultation update and a proposal for 

externally-set papers 

 (27/01/2021) Pearson publishes Exams Officer Update: 27 January 2021 

 (27/01/2021) @NCFE1 update – V Certs and schools relating specifically to V Cert qualifications 

that have been affected by the latest Government announcements 

 (27/01/2021 @ocrexams update November 2020 results: Cambridge Nationals – Exams 

Officers and teachers – helpful information on interpreting results slips and more 

 (26/01/2021) @NCFE1 update – Plan for exams – January, February and March 

 (26/01/2021) @ocrexams update November 2020 Cambridge Nationals results information – 

what’s available and when 

 (26/01/2021) Pearson publishes Vocational Qualification Bulletin (Issue 6) consolidating the 

headlines over the last weeks of the current status of vocational qualifications and 

including several updates and guidance developed since the announcements over the last two 

weeks 

 (26/01/2021) JCQ e-newsletter – January edition issued providing information on: Appeals and 

Post-Results Services for the GCSE November 2020 exam series; Next steps for the June 2021 

exam series 

 (25/01/2021) Pearson Customer Support direct update to centres – Summer 2021: Entries 
and modified papers– confirms while final arrangements for assessment of GCSE, AS and A 

levels in Summer 2021 are continuing to evolve, the usual deadlines for entries and modified 

papers still apply  

 (25/01/2021) OCR Customer support blog (published 22/01/2021) – How Cambridge Nationals 

November 2020 results will be awarded explains how results will be awarded to make sure 

these are fair for students 

 (25/01/2021) WJEC updates FAQs: Assessments 2021 – Wales page following last week’s 

GCSE and AS/A level announcement 

 (22/01/2021) AQA issues an update on the payment of Entry fees for summer 2021 

 (22/01/2021) OCR publishes Weekly round up – information includes Summer 2021 fees and 

entries update, NEA arrangements, and upcoming key dates reminders  

 (22/01/2021) OCR publishes Summer 2021 fees for GCSEs, AS and A Levels and other general 

qualifications, as well as Cambridge Nationals and updates June 2021 basedata with fee 

information  

 (22/01/2021) Update for Cambridge schools on 2021 exams – 22 January 2021 shares more 

information about making entries and withdrawals, and an update on the UK government’s 
decision on holding exams in England in June 2021. There is also a reminder about applications 

for Covid-19 exemptions 

https://www.aqa.org.uk/news/functional-skills-entries-for-the-march-2021-series
http://view.ocrm1.pearson.com/?qs=f6d4fb9f251c62af79c89b6c3fde016a8f44eb2371302da23113fb0c7dd89f7bfc5554129e9981f3ae542f6b19046aa63bcda8325870ab2ff2509a75bdea97dbf8d16c19bbcfb76d31ce64e82db15e38
http://view.ocrm1.pearson.com/?qs=f6d4fb9f251c62af79c89b6c3fde016a8f44eb2371302da23113fb0c7dd89f7bfc5554129e9981f3ae542f6b19046aa63bcda8325870ab2ff2509a75bdea97dbf8d16c19bbcfb76d31ce64e82db15e38
https://twitter.com/ofqual
https://twitter.com/educationgovuk
https://teach.ocr.org.uk/weekly-roundup-4-jan-2021
https://www.jcq.org.uk/exams-office/access-arrangements-and-special-consideration/regulations-and-guidance/
https://www.jcq.org.uk/exams-office/access-arrangements-and-special-consideration/regulations-and-guidance/
https://ofqual.blog.gov.uk/2021/01/29/consultation-update-and-a-proposal-for-externally-set-papers/
https://ofqual.blog.gov.uk/2021/01/29/consultation-update-and-a-proposal-for-externally-set-papers/
http://view.ocrm1.pearson.com/?qs=7551da69485ab5621a3d8df8b5d56f6a8070f69523b2d9bf0ef407a0b8cd07929dcacf0e3f64a54436f393279c0e1e54d79612f28962c99b45547f418c5bf21ce3f8a78f099f4c9fb27ab47351cc06f2
https://www.ncfe.org.uk/planning-ahead-for-2020-2021/plan-for-exams/v-certs-and-schools
https://www.ocr.org.uk/students/getting-your-results/
https://www.ncfe.org.uk/planning-ahead-for-2020-2021/plan-for-exams?fbclid=IwAR3YFWPdESnZKMDfNpcBuRWaXeJcwKGV_n6ZqIT-0czwgcrTEbrJgutKR-8
https://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/cambridge-nationals/results/
https://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/cambridge-nationals/results/
http://view.ocrm1.pearson.com/?qs=12b5a9d834f609ce284165dcb2f6f6a61551badafb4c23c1e0afbe5221a2c2fb72884d0616a0010b6e5ad63b2e45ec9ae84661cf00aa3e0a867c0cb646481d79e9d528b15cd5b0fe87252b2731177069
https://www.jcq.org.uk/media-centre-2/e-newsletters/
https://www.ocr.org.uk/blog/how-cambridge-nationals-november-2020-results-will-be-awarded/
https://www.ocr.org.uk/blog/how-cambridge-nationals-november-2020-results-will-be-awarded/
https://www.wjec.co.uk/home/assessments-2021-get-the-support-you-need/faqs-assessments-2021-wales/
https://www.aqa.org.uk/exams-administration/exams-administration-updates/entry-fees-for-summer-2021-now-published
https://teach.ocr.org.uk/weekly-roundup-3-jan-2021
https://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/siu/summer-2021-entry-fees-update-607899/?utm_campaign=RT04%20-%20ALL&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--xz_XswbYqNgNCxUSJdXYTZhferZKhsqONW_KulQItUcfO6QcWgaAX8bJNM4R565YQ9tdf&utm_source=hs_email&hsCtaTracking=70d6b9fa-3419-44e2-9da8-e98f7c789711%7C90113303-b76d-44c4-b9f8-d6a0b1280c53
https://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/siu/summer-2021-entry-fees-update-607899/?utm_campaign=RT04%20-%20ALL&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--xz_XswbYqNgNCxUSJdXYTZhferZKhsqONW_KulQItUcfO6QcWgaAX8bJNM4R565YQ9tdf&utm_source=hs_email&hsCtaTracking=70d6b9fa-3419-44e2-9da8-e98f7c789711%7C90113303-b76d-44c4-b9f8-d6a0b1280c53
https://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/fees/
https://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/general-qualifications/entries-and-registrations/basedata/
https://www.cambridgeinternational.org/news/news-details/view/update-for-cambridge-schools-on-2021-exams-22-january-2021/
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 (21/01/2021) DfE launches open consultation Post-qualification admissions in higher education: 

proposed changes 

 (21/01/2021) DfE News story Pioneering reforms to boost skills and jobs – Skills for Jobs White 
Paper will revolutionise post-16 education, reshape the training landscape and help the nation 

build back better 

 (21/01/2021) Qualifications Wales updates Awarding in 2021 information and FAQs, 
confirming the Minister’s announcement on 20 January does not apply to vocational and 

technical qualifications, which are being considered separately 

 (20/01/2021) AQA creates a one-stop page to keep you updated on the changes to assessment 

and exams in 2021 

 (20/01/2021) WJEC latest update – Education Minister, Kirsty Williams confirms approach for 
Summer 2021 assessments for learners studying Qualifications Wales approved GCSE, AS and A 

levels 

 (20/01/2021) Pearson publishes Exams Officer Update: 20 January 2021 covering topics 
including: Making entries for Vocational and General Qualifications exams in light of the recent 

Ofqual VTQ consultation announcement; Summer 2021 Qualification Fees; BTEC January, 

February and March examination series; Deadlines 

 (19/01/2021) OCR publishes Exams Officer Update – January 2021 covering topics including: 

Online updates and training events; Latest news; NEA arrangements; Results; Certificates 

update; January 2021 series; Summer 2021  

 (19/01/2021) JCQ news release – Ofqual Consultations on Summer 2021 Awarding 

 (18/01/2020) AQA publishes Entry fees for summer 2021 also confirming that entries should 
continue to be made as usual, as students will only receive grades if they’ve been entered into 

the summer series 

 (18/01/2021) Pearson releases General Qualifications 2021: UK entry fees also confirming in 

the text above the PDF that it is important entries are made as usual by the deadline to ensure 

that students receive their qualification grades this Summer 

 (18/01/2021) JCQ publishes Notice to Centres – Important information for senior leader and 

teachers, June 2021 series providing guidance on completing non examination assessments 

(NEA) this summer 

 (18/01/2021) WJEC update Ofqual launches consultation: Vocational and Technical 

Qualifications, and Eduqas GCSE, AS and A levels confirms the consultation on GCSE, AS and A 

levels relates to Eduqas only 

 (18/01/2021)  Ofqual provides a useful summary collection of publications relating to the 
awarding of GCSE, AS and A level qualifications in the academic year 2020 to 2021 – see GCSE, 

AS and A level qualifications in 2021 

 (18/01/2021) Ofqual provides a useful summary collection of publications relating to 
the awarding of vocational, technical and other general qualifications in the academic year 2020 

to 2021 – see Vocational, technical and other general qualifications in 2021  

 (18/01/2021) AQA news – DfE and Ofqual summer 2021 consultation – published 15 January, 
includes confirmation that summer 2021 entries should continue to be made on the AQA system 

as usual so students can receive grades from AQA 

 (18/01/2021) OCR Weekly round up – published 15 January,  confirms OCR are regularly 

updating their FAQs, including those on June 2021 entries and fees 

 (18/01/2021) Pearson Vocational Qualification Bulletin – published 15 January, usefully 

consolidates the numerous announcements made over the past two weeks 

 (15/01/2021) @educationgov.uk provides videos detailing the proposals for the consultations 

on Twitter and Facebook 

 (15/01/2021) @ocrexams update - Read our latest round up for info on the DfE and Ofqual 

consultations for summer 2021, and blogs to support remote learning. Read it 

here: http://ow.ly/EdqH50D9VuC 

https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/post-qualification-admissions-in-higher-education-proposed-changes
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/post-qualification-admissions-in-higher-education-proposed-changes
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/pioneering-reforms-to-boost-skills-and-jobs
https://www.qualificationswales.org/english/awarding-2021/
https://www.qualificationswales.org/english/awarding-2021/frequently-asked-questions/
https://www.aqa.org.uk/2021-exam-changes
https://www.wjec.co.uk/articles/education-minister-kirsty-williams-confirms-approach-for-summer-2021-assessments/
https://www.wjec.co.uk/articles/education-minister-kirsty-williams-confirms-approach-for-summer-2021-assessments/
http://view.ocrm1.pearson.com/?qs=b2f5fc773abec4fdfe8ea013d84267f1d4f956d9f05ce1b65cd5fe14fea864bf46b9fdc7654e1bec03d1e80bbfeb0b09d8d22a4adf31da07587c75d70a87121699b07d8d658549cc13d5f02d634e9916
https://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/exams-officer-update/
https://www.jcq.org.uk/ofqual-consultations-on-summer-2021-awarding/
https://www.aqa.org.uk/exams-administration/exams-administration-updates/entry-fees-for-summer-2021-now-published
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/centre-administration/fees.html?utm_source=ealertjanqf&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=GBEDGS0121COVID&fbclid=IwAR3XL1tt1RpL--k8LfZ9gpjpdwUlfMj5s-SsU-ctpfhejmVMJyDpipEvCH8#%2Ftab-Academicfees
https://www.jcq.org.uk/exams-office/non-examination-assessments/
https://www.jcq.org.uk/exams-office/non-examination-assessments/
https://www.wjec.co.uk/articles/ofqual-launches-consultation-vocational-and-technical-qualifications-and-eduqas-gcse-as-and-a-levels/
https://www.wjec.co.uk/articles/ofqual-launches-consultation-vocational-and-technical-qualifications-and-eduqas-gcse-as-and-a-levels/
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/gcse-as-and-a-level-qualifications-in-2021
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/gcse-as-and-a-level-qualifications-in-2021
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/vocational-technical-and-other-general-qualifications-in-2021
https://www.aqa.org.uk/news/dfe-and-ofqual-summer-2021-consultation
https://support.ocr.org.uk/hc/en-gb/categories/360002818391?utm_campaign=RT04%20-%20ALL&utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-_TDoxjQd0DfvKvmJqXF32MBNtWKPqWZ3NOtE8hUvuM3NuGFD02mHIcibMtVYDNEGZDR3q1
https://support.ocr.org.uk/hc/en-gb/articles/360018894219-What-are-the-arrangements-for-GCSE-AS-Level-A-Level-and-other-general-qualifications-in-2020-21-?utm_campaign=RT04%20-%20ALL&utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-_TDoxjQd0DfvKvmJqXF32MBNtWKPqWZ3NOtE8hUvuM3NuGFD02mHIcibMtVYDNEGZDR3q1
https://www.pearson.com/uk/educators/fe-college-educators.html?&#vqbulletin
https://twitter.com/educationgovuk
https://www.facebook.com/educationgovuk
http://ow.ly/EdqH50D9VuC?fbclid=IwAR1lUgvut6YOJcmaIe05yvcZVYmfPeRqZHlzg4n0BNpj5QJcTuFycO8gby8
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 (15/01/2021) DfE and Ofqual Press release Consultation launched on 2021 exam 
replacement - Teachers to determine grades using a range of evidence that reflects students’ 

hard work and ability 

 (15/01/2021) The Ofqual blog How 2021 could look for students and learners – we want your 

views 

 (15/01/2021) Ofqual and DfE joint Open consultation Consultation on how GCSE, AS and A 
level grades should be awarded in summer 2021 - The approach to awarding GCSE, AS and A 

level grades in 2021 following the cancellation of exams. This consultation closes at 11:45pm on 

29 January 2021 

 (15/01/2021) Ofqual and DfE joint Open consultation Consultation on alternative 

arrangements for the award of VTQs and other general qualifications in 2021 - The approach to 
awarding vocational and technical grades in 2021 following the cancellation of exams. This 

consultation closes at 11:45pm on 29 January 2021 

 (15/01/2021) @NCFE1 update - Take a look at NCFE's Covid hub for more information on 

o which exams will be cancelled in February and March 

o exams which will take place in an assessment window 
o a reminder on January set-date, set-time exams 

o continuation of online on-demand assessments 

 (15/01/2021) Update for Cambridge schools on Covid-19 exemptions for the 2021 exam series 

 (14/01/2021) City & Guilds latest Supporting customers – Covid-19 update 

 (14/01/2021) JCQ publishes GCSE Autumn 2020 English Language, Mathematics, Mathematics 

Numeracy and Welsh First Language Results 

 (14/01/2021) Ofqual blog GCSE English and maths results in the November series 

 (14/01/2021) Update for Cambridge schools in the UK 12 January 2021 

 (13/01/2021) NCFE update – The DFE has today confirmed that VTQ exams due to take place 

in February and March will not go ahead as planned, with the exception of online Functional 

Skills. NCFE customers can check which assessments will not be going ahead on our website 

 (13/01/2021) Pearson Update on VTQ assessments 

 (13/01/2021) Pearson update on February and March BTEC External Assessments - The 
DfE has announced today that no scheduled external assessments for vocational qualifications 

will take place in February and March. For students taking Pearson qualifications, this means 

that external assessments for BTEC Level 2 Tech Awards, Firsts, Technicals and Level 3 

Nationals will not go ahead in February or March.  

Entries for these assessments should NOT BE WITHDRAWN. Further guidance on this will be 
published as soon as we have it. We want to reassure you that arrangements will be put in 

place for learners who are now unable to take external assessments to ensure they are not 

disadvantaged. For learners taking assessments in JANUARY, the current guidance still stands 

– Also see Learner update on VTQ assessments and BTEC FAQs 

 (13/01/2021) OCR update – Exams Officers and teachers – helpful information on interpreting 

results slips and more http://ow.ly/5PnO50D5i0K 

 (13/01/2021) Ofqual Correspondence Simon Lebus responds to the Secretary of State’s letter 

of 13 January 2021 Simon Lebus, Chief Regulator responds to Rt Hon Gavin Williamson CBE MP, 

Secretary of State for Education regarding assessment options for qualifications in 2021 

 (13/01/2021) DfE Correspondence Letter from Gavin Williamson to Simon Lebus The Secretary 

of State for Education writes to Ofqual’s Chief Regulator outlining the process to agree 

alternative arrangements for exams in 2021 

 (12/01/2021) DfE Guidance Responsibility for exams - Updated the public health guidance to 
support exams from January 2021 to reflect that schools and colleges can continue with 

vocational and technical exams, where they judge it right to do so. This includes updates to the 

sections on the set up of the exam room, face coverings, maintaining distance between staff 

and candidates and where a candidate has a negative test. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/consultation-launched-on-2021-exam-replacement
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/consultation-launched-on-2021-exam-replacement
https://ofqual.blog.gov.uk/2021/01/15/how-2021-could-look-for-students-and-learners-we-want-your-views/
https://ofqual.blog.gov.uk/2021/01/15/how-2021-could-look-for-students-and-learners-we-want-your-views/
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/consultation-on-how-gcse-as-and-a-level-grades-should-be-awarded-in-summer-2021
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/consultation-on-how-gcse-as-and-a-level-grades-should-be-awarded-in-summer-2021
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/consultation-on-alternative-arrangements-for-the-award-of-vtqs-and-other-general-qualifications-in-2021
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/consultation-on-alternative-arrangements-for-the-award-of-vtqs-and-other-general-qualifications-in-2021
https://www.ncfe.org.uk/planning-ahead-for-2020-2021/plan-for-february-and-march-exams?fbclid=IwAR0MUR3dEbSCLMkC37bnNqGHpnKVd0b_PK30lAMTYEsLymA5juUxTIzJAe0
https://www.cambridgeinternational.org/news/news-details/view/update-for-cambridge-schools-on-covid-19-exemptions-2021-exam-series-20210115/
https://www.cityandguilds.com/covid-19
https://www.jcq.org.uk/jcq-publishes-autumn-2020-gcse-english-language-mathematics-mathematics-numeracy-and-welsh-first-language-results/
https://www.jcq.org.uk/jcq-publishes-autumn-2020-gcse-english-language-mathematics-mathematics-numeracy-and-welsh-first-language-results/
https://ofqual.blog.gov.uk/2021/01/14/gcse-english-and-maths-results-in-the-november-series/
https://mailchi.mp/cambridgeinternational/update-for-uk-schools-12-jan?e=%5bUNIQID%5d
https://www.ncfe.org.uk/planning-ahead-for-2020-2021/plan-for-february-and-march-exams
http://view.ocrm1.pearson.com/?qs=515b32ac5d45a73ccd305e171b78f2e6cad3aeaa2e1521a874356bf9161cbc674337ca30584e552a6569088897df6ddc0c62d911cdf239c4a52e99c1f02e2841d1d17425cddc9158927794d04af5da55
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/about-us/qualification-brands/btec/btec-information-hub.news.html?article=%2Fcontent%2Fdemo%2Fen%2Fnews-policy%2Fqualifications%2Fgeneral-news%2Flearner-update-on-vtq-assessments&fbclid=IwAR2Yq_uXWLAgEVHJbKVxzfwugob4ijAZGR7dWRmdhiqNjxmWW5nPlog6z3s
https://www.pearson.com/uk/educators/fe-college-educators/supporting-the-fe-sector-during-coronavirus-covid-19/assessmentarrangements/btec-faqs.html?fbclid=IwAR15X1gOcd1anfp56TBpJx8_ZMPN41-i4o2qA6q8LSuX41xX6N7skDsQlpY
http://ow.ly/5PnO50D5i0K?fbclid=IwAR0X7WvyOEvCQ6QIe6bpE-ScVJsXvGUUTvQX-lK_Pqel6Y6r0qgImchrup4
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/simon-lebus-responds-to-the-secretary-of-states-letter-of-13-january-2021
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/simon-lebus-responds-to-the-secretary-of-states-letter-of-13-january-2021
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/letter-from-gavin-williamson-to-simon-lebus
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/responsibility-for-autumn-gcse-as-and-a-level-exam-series#history
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 (12/01/2021) Pearson Exams Officer Update: 8 January 2021 confirms November 2020 GCSE 
results information – GCSE English and Maths results will be issued to centres on Wednesday 13 

January, and can be distributed to candidates from Thursday 14 January. Post-results 
services – Reviews of Marking and free Access to Scripts will be available from Thursday 14 

January. 

 (12/01/2021) AQA Exams Update – January 2021 confirms for January 2021 exams -  If 
you’ve decided not to run the series, please withdraw your students’ using your normal process: 

either through EDI or e-AQA. We’ll honour refunds (in the form of a credit) for all entries 

withdrawn due to Covid-19. 

 (12/01/2021) AQA Exams Update – January 2021 includes Autumn 2020 results 

information - Results can be issued to students from 8.00am on Thursday 14 January 2021 for 
GCSE English Language and Mathematics, Functional Skills, AQA Certificate and Level 3 

Extended Project – see Results day: what’s available and when 

 (12//01/2021) OCR update Results Day for GCSE English Language and GCSE Mathematics 
from the Autumn 2020 series is on Thursday 14 January. Click for full details of what’s available 

and when: http://ow.ly/TnNq50D5g5a 

 (08/01/2021) JCQ statement on Summer 2021 assessments 

 (08/01/2021) DfE updates guidance Critical workers and vulnerable children who can access 

schools or educational settings – Updated 'Critical workers' section to clarify that parents and 

carers who are critical workers should keep their children at home if they can 

 (08/01/2021) NCFE - Lockdown announcement – NCFE’s latest response, advice and guidance 

on assessments 

 (08/01/2021) @ocrexams - Our first weekly roundup of 2021 is now available and includes 

all the recent announcements - read it here http://ow.ly/jsTR50D3pzO 

 (08/01/2021) OCR publish FAQs here - Supporting you during 2020/21 - see as 

example, January 2021: Withdrawing Cambridge Nationals and Cambridge Technicals entries 

 (08/01/2021) @PearsonExamsOfficersSupport – BTEC Clarification for February - Following 
recent queries, we would like to confirm that the recent government guidance that "for 

scheduled January BTEC exams – schools/colleges can choose to offer exams if they judge it 

right to do so" does not include the February assessments at this moment in time. As it stands 
February exams will be going ahead but this is subject to further guidance, which will be 

provided as soon as possible. 

 (08/01/2021) Update for Cambridge schools on the 2021 exam series 

 (08/01/2021) WJEC Update for assessments in 2021 for Wales 

 (08/01/2021) Qualifications Wales cancels the spring internal assessment window - due 

between 22 February and 23 April - for GCSE, AS and A levels 

 (07/01/2021) AQA News Vocational and Technical exams in January 2021 

 (07/01/2021) @PearsonExamsOfficersSupport UPDATED information - BTEC: Creating And 
Returning Attendance Registers During Coronavirus (COVID-19) - Explains how to return BTEC 

attendance registers during lockdown and creating a register from Edexcel Online 

 (07/01/2021) Pearson update – BTEC: Creating And Returning Attendance Registers During 
Coronavirus (COVID-19) – Explains how to return BTEC attendance registers during lockdown 

and creating a register from Edexcel Online 

 (06/01/2021) DfE Press release Education Secretary outlines plans to support young people 

 (06/01/2021) @ofqual – We are working with the Department and will begin to consult widely 

next week on possible arrangements for GCSEs, A levels and vocational and technical 
qualifications.  We are mindful of the Secretary of State’s preference for teacher assessment to 

play its part. We are not starting from scratch: we have been considering different scenarios for 

some time and we have, of course, learned lessons from last summer. We will work towards the 
best approach for students so that they can progress on to the next stage in their lives. It’s 

important that students continue to engage with education so they are best placed to progress. 
We are aware of teacher workload and how teacher assessment of students will have an impact 

http://click.ocrm1.pearson.com/?qs=2ad93ab63ee75ea985141dbe77100e15ccd2191ab7df981bb0050c9fa3e9c8250fda6974ed7cf739e07fba3eeb7e3fc12d7d91e0569aa09f
http://click.ocrm1.pearson.com/?qs=2ad93ab63ee75ea98124f18d7aa26c6e4b6c60494c4db4a0de997dac7c28257a3f8b0282566a29936a6416c69db2fbd2bc62d230029d24ad
https://www.aqa.org.uk/exams-administration/become-an-aqa-centre/exams-officer-services/exams-updates
https://www.aqa.org.uk/exams-administration/results-days
http://ow.ly/TnNq50D5g5a?fbclid=IwAR2HUr0qV_GvcwY11rIqRZRXGPy1LcLxvZH_zGKeJWQKVRmg7blfiUCIo5U
https://www.jcq.org.uk/jcq-statement-on-summer-2021-assessment-announcement/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-maintaining-educational-provision#history
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-maintaining-educational-provision#history
https://www.ncfe.org.uk/planning-ahead-for-2020-2021/lockdown-announcement?fbclid=IwAR0gFrH_xMrqxwqfBQFsaa5hcQld4mYFu0x3NBi_G3PPUlZIZRnmpcJnJGk
https://www.ncfe.org.uk/planning-ahead-for-2020-2021/lockdown-announcement?fbclid=IwAR0gFrH_xMrqxwqfBQFsaa5hcQld4mYFu0x3NBi_G3PPUlZIZRnmpcJnJGk
http://ow.ly/jsTR50D3pzO
https://support.ocr.org.uk/hc/en-gb/categories/360002818391-Supporting-you-during-2020-21
https://support.ocr.org.uk/hc/en-gb/articles/360018659320-January-2021-Withdrawing-Cambridge-Nationals-and-Cambridge-Technicals-entries
https://www.cambridgeinternational.org/news/news-details/view/update-for-cambridge-schools-on-2021-exam-series-20210108/
https://www.wjec.co.uk/articles/update-for-assessments-in-2021-for-wales/
https://www.qualificationswales.org/english/news/qualifications-wales-cancels-the-spring-internal-assessment-window/
https://www.qualificationswales.org/english/news/qualifications-wales-cancels-the-spring-internal-assessment-window/
https://www.aqa.org.uk/news/january-2021-exam-series-for-tech-level
https://support.pearson.com/uk/s/article/BTEC-Missing-Attendance-Registers?fbclid=IwAR05w_ZJjxlleFz4DGqaSX4RZZdzeRUcJ0VBzkgJRvqEGMpQRLyYCxHMFxw
https://support.pearson.com/uk/s/article/BTEC-Missing-Attendance-Registers?fbclid=IwAR05w_ZJjxlleFz4DGqaSX4RZZdzeRUcJ0VBzkgJRvqEGMpQRLyYCxHMFxw
https://support.pearson.com/uk/s/article/BTEC-Missing-Attendance-Registers?fbclid=IwAR05w_ZJjxlleFz4DGqaSX4RZZdzeRUcJ0VBzkgJRvqEGMpQRLyYCxHMFxw
https://support.pearson.com/uk/s/article/BTEC-Missing-Attendance-Registers?fbclid=IwAR05w_ZJjxlleFz4DGqaSX4RZZdzeRUcJ0VBzkgJRvqEGMpQRLyYCxHMFxw
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/education-secretary-outlines-plans-to-support-young-people
https://twitter.com/ofqual/status/1346872178453729281
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on that. And of course we are mindful of the needs of private or independent candidates and 

the diversity of the qualifications landscape. 

 (06/01/2021) @educationgovuk Summary of the next steps on the alternative arrangements for 

GCSE, AS and A level exams… 

o Students will not sit GCSE, AS and A level exams this summer 

o A consultation will be launched next week and conclude swiftly to give certainty to 
schools, colleges and students 

o We expect Ofqual, the exams regulator, to consider a teacher-assessed system as a 

replacement 
o Teachers will be given training and support to ensure these marks are awarded fairly and 

consistently 

 (06/01/2021) Oral statement to Parliament Education Secretary statement to Parliament on 

national lockdown 

 (06/01/2021) News update Teachers’ grades will replace exams in England 

 (06/01/2021) OCR update Cambridge Nationals and Cambridge Technicals January exams and 

confirmed on latest news page – Update on January exams going ahead – Our Cambridge 

Nationals and Cambridge Technicals exams will go ahead as scheduled this month 

 (06/01/2021) @PearsonExamsOfficersSupport Update for January 2021 assessments – 

Amendment/Withdrawal Guidance for Jan 2021 Assessments includes: We are strongly 
advising that you do not make any amendments/withdrawals to learners entries, regardless of if 

they are now sitting exams this season or not… 

 (06/01/2021) Pearson Further update on International GCSE arrangements for January 2021 

and May/June 2021 series covers Exam Guidance, Learners who are unable to attend 

exams, Special Consideration 

 (06/01/2021) Ofqual News story A message from Simon Lebus, Chief Regulator, on exams in 

2021 – responding to the Prime Minister’s announcement of 4 January 

 (05/01/2021) Eduqas Important update regarding January assessments for our vocational and 

other general (non GCSE/ GCE A Level) qualifications 

 (05/01/2021) OCR update – We understand that you need details about the Cambridge 
Nationals and Technicals exams scheduled to take place in January. We will update you as soon 

as we have more information from DFE and Ofqual. Until then, our support team will not have 

any additional information to share. Thank you for your patience. 

 (05/01/2021) Pearson Update on scheduled January 2021 BTEC Exams - BTEC Exams – 

January 2021 update – Update on International GCSE exams in January 2021 and Summer 

2021 – Update on International GCSE exams and International AS/A Levels in  January 2021 

and May/June 2021 

 (05/01/2021) @educationgovuk – An update on this month’s vocational and technical exams, in 

light of the evolving public health measures: 

 Schools and colleges can continue with the vocational and technical exams that are due 

to take place in January, where they judge it right to do so 
 We understand this is a difficult time, but we want to support schools and colleges whose 

students have worked hard to prepare for assessments and exams… 

 (05/01/2021) Statement from Cambridge International following the UK government 

announcement on June 2021 exams 

 (05/01/2021) @ofqual – We know how difficult this must be for students, teachers and 

lecturers. We wish at all costs to avoid arrangements for this summer’s GCSEs, A levels and 
vocational and technical qualifications inflicting further disadvantage on students. We are 

considering a number of options to ensure the fairest possible outcome in the circumstances 

and we will update you as soon as we can. 

 (05/01/2021) DfE updates guidance Critical workers and vulnerable children who can access 

schools or educational settings – Tiered guidance information has been removed. The list of 

vulnerable children and children of critical workers (key workers) remains the same 

https://twitter.com/educationgovuk/status/1346834544234782727
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/education-secretary-statement-to-parliament-on-national-lockdown
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/education-secretary-statement-to-parliament-on-national-lockdown
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/education-55561838
https://teach.ocr.org.uk/cambridge-nationals-and-cambridge-technicals-january-exams?fbclid=IwAR2HN8Byi4fYo7IYy_CpC7ItHehuk1Lipprjsr3EifXEQ18jq-O3N8ZTl94
http://www.ocr.org.uk/news/
https://www.facebook.com/PearsonExamsOfficersSupport/posts/763387767593469
http://view.ocrm1.pearson.com/?qs=e96eb6d5a251902b827d531ecd1ef7243d7a3052afb8b49a3f536e33624a74aa8659c93dbdcfe10be7a256f1b4b5cf91287c2e7fe71ee889640b06834ddf2668d77f05bf3cc06f4610ea9cdda214b06b&fbclid=IwAR0UFIGEVnuM_OKaIfE2vJQ3QxENUuELFXHPAnxU2nODrZxq87ONnyJM5iI
http://view.ocrm1.pearson.com/?qs=e96eb6d5a251902b827d531ecd1ef7243d7a3052afb8b49a3f536e33624a74aa8659c93dbdcfe10be7a256f1b4b5cf91287c2e7fe71ee889640b06834ddf2668d77f05bf3cc06f4610ea9cdda214b06b&fbclid=IwAR0UFIGEVnuM_OKaIfE2vJQ3QxENUuELFXHPAnxU2nODrZxq87ONnyJM5iI
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/a-message-from-simon-lebus-chief-regulator-on-exams-in-2021
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/a-message-from-simon-lebus-chief-regulator-on-exams-in-2021
https://www.eduqas.co.uk/articles/important-update-regarding-january-assessments-for-our-vocational-and-other-general-non-gcse-gce-a-level-qualifications/
https://www.eduqas.co.uk/articles/important-update-regarding-january-assessments-for-our-vocational-and-other-general-non-gcse-gce-a-level-qualifications/
https://www.ocr.org.uk/supporting-you-through-2020-2021/
http://view.ocrm1.pearson.com/?qs=7f83817230aaca3a513b16099773666aaf90f971c5cf126a976d495aaf4feb841fe4c0f1fbe7276eeeff83b3a41c69cac9fe7dcf905219735c41b79a292ed0a27ae9c1a7cb72be9e20efd83b29b75086
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/campaigns/teaching-and-learning-support-in-2020.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/campaigns/teaching-and-learning-support-in-2020.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/campaigns/pearson-covid-19/united-kingdom-covid-19-coronavirus-update.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/campaigns/pearson-covid-19/united-kingdom-covid-19-coronavirus-update.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/campaigns/pearson-covid-19/rest-of-world-covid-19-coronavirus-update.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/campaigns/pearson-covid-19/rest-of-world-covid-19-coronavirus-update.html
https://twitter.com/educationgovuk
https://www.cambridgeinternational.org/news/news-details/view/statement-following-uk-government-announcement-on-june-2021-exams-20210105/
https://www.cambridgeinternational.org/news/news-details/view/statement-following-uk-government-announcement-on-june-2021-exams-20210105/
https://twitter.com/ofqual
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-maintaining-educational-provision
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-maintaining-educational-provision
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 (05/01/2021) Eduqas latest update includes – Following the UK Government’s announcement 
on the 4th January, we would like to reassure our teachers and learners that we are working 

with the DfE and Ofqual to provide more information and clarity on the implications for the 

awarding of 2021 qualifications as soon as possible 

 (05/01/2021) AQA Coronavirus and exams update includes – If you have any entries with us 

for January exams, the Department for Education has said that these should still go ahead. 
However, we’re seeking some clarity on this as we know that schools and colleges are 

closing. We’ll publish further information as soon as we can. 

 (05/01/2021) Cabinet Office publishes Promotional material England Lockdown: Stay At Home 
posters – A series of posters displaying information about the National Lockdown in England 

(poster includes a section on EDUCATION) 

 (04/01/2021) Pearson Statement regarding Pearson general qualifications following today’s 

announcement on UK national restrictions (4 January 2020) includes – Some of you may have 

queries about the January examination series for International GCSE and International A Level, 
which are due to start later this week. International GCSEs and International A Levels are used 

by students around the world and, as such, these exams are still intended to be available as 
planned. We are conscious that some schools will have students who are due to sit International 

GCSEs in January, but are now required to close due to national restrictions. We will be in touch 

very shortly with confirmation on arrangements here. 

 (04/01/2021) Cabinet Office guidance published – National lockdown: Stay at Home – Going 

to school, college and university stating Public exams and vocational assessments scheduled to 

take place in January will go ahead as planned 

 (04/01/2021) @ocrexams (for Cambridge Nationals and Cambridge Technicals) and  
@PearsonEdexcel (for BTECs) announce they are urgently consulting/working with the DfE and 
Ofqual about exams scheduled to start this week/planned over the next few weeks and will 

provide updates as soon as they can 

 (04/01/2021) Following the Prime Minister’s broadcast this evening, links to official 
updates/statements/guidance on exams from DfE and/or Ofqual will be provided here as these 

are made available 

 (01/01/2021) DfE guidance Contingency framework: education and childcare settings 

(excluding universities) updated the list of areas which this guidance applies to  

 (30/12/2020) DfE press release School contingency plans to be implemented as cases 
rise – Restrictions on schools and colleges will be introduced in areas with very high rates of 

coronavirus incidence or transmission – and education contingency framework triggered 

(note Exams and assessments section) 

 (30/12/2020) Oral statement to Parliament Education Secretary sets out school contingency 

plans for England 

 (29/12/2020) Cross-government News story Military to support the testing of thousands of 

secondary school and college students in England 

 (22/12/2020) Ofqual press release New interim Chief Regulator of Ofqual Simon Lebus 

appointed interim Chief Regulator of Ofqual, replacing Dame Glenys Stacey 

 (18/12/2020) DfE updates Responsibility for exams Updated public health guidance and school 

and college responsibility guidance for exams from January 2021 onwards 

 (18/12/2020) DfE updates Responsibility for exams Updated public health guidance and school 

and college responsibility guidance for exams from January 2021 onwards 

 (18/12/2020) Ofqual publishes a blog on Further evaluation of 2020 awarding and three 

publications on summer 2020 evaluation: 
o Summer 2020 results analysis – GCSE, AS and A level 
o Standardisation of grades in general qualifications in summer 2020: outliers 
o Inter-subject comparability in GCSEs and A levels in 2020 

 

 (17/12/2020) DfE issues press release Staggered rollout of coronavirus testing for secondary 

schools and colleges – within the details, it is confirmed that students in exam year groups will 

https://www.eduqas.co.uk/articles/prime-minister-s-announcement-examinations-in-2021/
https://www.aqa.org.uk/news/coronavirus-and-exams
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/england-lockdown-stay-at-home-posters
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/england-lockdown-stay-at-home-posters
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/campaigns/pearson-covid-19.html
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https://www.gov.uk/guidance/national-lockdown-stay-at-home#going-to-school-college-and-university
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/national-lockdown-stay-at-home#going-to-school-college-and-university
https://twitter.com/ocrexams/
https://twitter.com/PearsonEdexcel
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-contingency-framework-for-education-and-childcare-settings
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-contingency-framework-for-education-and-childcare-settings
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/school-contingency-plans-to-be-implemented-as-cases-rise
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/school-contingency-plans-to-be-implemented-as-cases-rise
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-contingency-framework-for-education-and-childcare-settings/contingency-framework-education-and-childcare-settings-excluding-universities
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-contingency-framework-for-education-and-childcare-settings/contingency-framework-education-and-childcare-settings-excluding-universities#exams-and-assessments
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/education-secretary-sets-out-school-contingency-plans-for-england
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/education-secretary-sets-out-school-contingency-plans-for-england
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/military-to-support-the-testing-of-thousands-of-secondary-school-and-college-students-in-england
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/military-to-support-the-testing-of-thousands-of-secondary-school-and-college-students-in-england
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/new-interim-chief-regulator-of-ofqual
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/responsibility-for-autumn-gcse-as-and-a-level-exam-series
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/responsibility-for-autumn-gcse-as-and-a-level-exam-series
https://ofqual.blog.gov.uk/2020/12/18/further-evaluation-of-summer-2020-awarding/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/summer-2020-results-analysis-gcse-as-and-a-level
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/standardisation-of-grades-in-general-qualifications-in-summer-2020-outliers
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/inter-subject-comparability-in-gcses-and-a-levels-in-2020
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/staggered-rollout-of-coronavirus-testing-for-secondary-schools-and-colleges
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/staggered-rollout-of-coronavirus-testing-for-secondary-schools-and-colleges
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all attend school or college in person from the start of term and vocational exams scheduled for 

the week of 4 January will go ahead as planned 

 (17/12/2020) DfE issues press release Students receive autumn exam AS and A level results 

 (17/12/2020) Ofqual correspondence Letter from Dame Glenys Stacey to AoC, Sixth Form 

Colleges’ Association, HOLEX, AELP, The Exams Office and ASCL about vocational and technical 

qualifications 

 (17/12/2020) Ofqual publishes official statistics on Appeals for GCSE, AS and A level: summer 

2020, Access arrangements for GCSE, AS and A Level: 2019 to 2020 academic 

year and Malpractice in GCSE, AS and A level: summer 2020 exam series 

 (17/12/2020) JCQ issues Autumn 2020 GCE A level and AS results tables 

 (17/12/2020) The Ofqual blog AS and A level results in the autumn series 

 (16/12/2020) Ofqual updates GCSEs, AS and A levels: a guide for students in England – Advice 

and guidance for students on different parts of the process of GCSE, AS and A level assessment 

 (15/12/2020) Ofqual issues Press release New interim chair of Ofqual 

 (14/12/2020) Ofqual releases News story Review on barriers to online and on-screen 

assessment published and publishes Research and analysis Online and on-screen assessment in 

high stakes, sessional qualifications 

 (14/12/2020) Ofqual manual updated Regulating GCSEs, AS and A levels: guide for schools 

and colleges 

 (10/12/2020) Ofqual launches Open consultation Support materials and advance information in 

2021 GCSE, AS and A level exams – a consultation on principles for exam topic advance 

information and support materials. This consultation closes at 11:45pm on 20 December 2020 

Also see associated News story Consultation seeks views about exam advance information 

 (10/12/2020) Ofqual publishes Research and analysis Reviews of marking and moderation: 

November 2019 GCSEs and Projects 

 (07/12/2020) Ofqual publishes Code used to calculate qualification grades in summer 2020  

 (03/12/2020) JCQ publishes Release of results, June 2021 series notice 

 (03/12/2020) DfE publishes Guidance to support the summer 2021 exams - What schools, 
colleges and students need to know about taking GCSEs, AS and A levels and other 

qualifications in summer 2021 

 (03/12/2020) Ofqual News story Giving students advance notice of exam topics for summer 

2021 should be handled with care 

 (03/12/2020) Ofqual Correspondence Letter from Glenys Stacey to Gavin Williamson, 2 
December 2020 Ofqual’s Chief Regulator responds to The Secretary of State for Education about 

the package of measures for GCSE, AS and A level qualifications in 2021 

 (03/12/2020) DfE Correspondence Letter from Gavin Williamson to Glenys Stacey detailing the 

package of measures for GCSE, AS and A level qualifications in 2021 

 (03/12/2020) JCQ statement on 2021 Exams 

 (03/12/2020) DfE Press release Extra measures to support students ahead of next summer’s 
exams Students sitting exams and other assessments next year will benefit from a package of 

exceptional measures to improve fairness and prevent disruption 

 (02/12/2020) DfE publishes National Statistics Key stage 4 performance 2020 

 (01/12/2020) DfE updates Responsibility for autumn GCSE, AS and A level exam series adding 

information about the support available for functional skills qualifications (FSQs) 

 (29/11/2020)  DfE publishes Education in the media blog – “Exams are the best and fairest way 

for young people to show what they know and can do”– The Education Secretary on the 

importance of exams 

 (26/11/2020)  Ofqual publishes a news story and two reports evaluating summer 2020 

qualification results by student group. Ofqual research suggests that students were not 
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https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/online-and-on-screen-assessment-in-high-stakes-sessional-qualifications
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/online-and-on-screen-assessment-in-high-stakes-sessional-qualifications
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/regulating-gcses-as-and-a-levels-guide-for-schools-and-colleges
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/regulating-gcses-as-and-a-levels-guide-for-schools-and-colleges
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/support-materials-and-advance-information-in-2021-gcse-as-and-a-level-exams
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/support-materials-and-advance-information-in-2021-gcse-as-and-a-level-exams
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/consultation-seeks-views-about-exam-advance-information
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https://www.jcq.org.uk/exams-office/results-and-certification/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-to-support-the-summer-2021-exams
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/giving-students-advance-notice-of-exam-topics-for-summer-2021-should-be-handled-with-care
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/giving-students-advance-notice-of-exam-topics-for-summer-2021-should-be-handled-with-care
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/letter-from-glenys-stacey-to-gavin-williamson-2-december-2020
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/letter-from-glenys-stacey-to-gavin-williamson-2-december-2020
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/letter-from-gavin-williamson-to-glenys-stacey
https://www.jcq.org.uk/jcq-statement-2021-exams/
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/extra-measures-to-support-students-ahead-of-next-summers-exams
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/extra-measures-to-support-students-ahead-of-next-summers-exams
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/key-stage-4-performance-2020
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/responsibility-for-autumn-gcse-as-and-a-level-exam-series?utm_source=bb837739-75f8-4712-8238-08f203ef11cc&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_content=immediate
https://dfemedia.blog.gov.uk/2020/11/29/exams-are-the-best-and-fairest-way-for-young-people-to-show-what-they-know-and-can-do-the-education-secretary-on-the-importance-of-exams/
https://dfemedia.blog.gov.uk/2020/11/29/exams-are-the-best-and-fairest-way-for-young-people-to-show-what-they-know-and-can-do-the-education-secretary-on-the-importance-of-exams/
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/summer-2020-outcomes-did-not-systemically-disadvantage-students
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systemically disadvantaged in 2020 on the basis of their protected characteristics or 
socioeconomic status. Ofqual compared this year’s students with those taking qualifications in 

summer 2018 and 2019.  

o For GCSE and A level, Ofqual research compares 2020 A level and GCSE outcomes – 

centre-assessment grades (CAGs), calculated grades and final grades – with results from 

2018 and 2019 
o Ofqual has also published an analysis of grades awarded for a number of vocational and 

technical qualifications (VTQs) in spring and summer 2020 

Ofqual has also published GCSE English language and mathematics entries for November 

2020 exam series 

 (24/11/2020) WJEC update –  Qualifications Wales has announced the cancellation of January 
exams for GCSE ICT, GCSE English literature and GCSE Welsh Literature. January exams for the 

last resit opportunity for legacy GCSE qualifications will proceed as scheduled; there will also be 

January exams for all Entry Level Certificate, Level 1/2 Awards and Certificates, and Level 2 and 

3 Health, Social Care and Childcare qualifications in Wales.  

WJEC welcome Qualifications Wales announcement that Non-Examination Assessment (NEA) 

will go ahead as planned in 2021. 

 (19/11/2020) Ofqual publishes Official Statistics Entries and late entries for GCSE, AS and A 

level: 2019 to 2020 academic year and Vocational and other qualifications quarterly: July to 

September 2020 

 (18/11/2020) JCQ publishes Post-Results Services, GCE and GCSE November 2020 

series and JCQ Appeals booklet – effective from November 2020 

 (17/11/2020) JCQ publishes news release June 2021 GCSE, GCE, AS and A-level timetables – 

an update following the consultation on the June 2021 JCQ provisional common timetable 

 (17/11/2020) Ofqual publishes Letter from Glenys Stacey to Gavin Williamson, 13 November 

2020. The Chief Regulator writes to the Secretary of State about the flexibility of approaches for 

assessing vocational & technical qualifications 

 (16/11/2020) JCQ publishes Key Dates – June 2021 examination series These are the key 

dates for the main examination series of GCSE, GCE and Project qualifications which are 

common to all the JCQ awarding bodies 

 (12/11/2020) News story Interactive GCSE and A level data visualisations updated Data on A 

level and GCSE comparative outcomes, centre variability and results across England can now be 

viewed in series of interactive visualisations 

 (10/11/2020) Further to the Welsh Government announcement confirming Wales’ approach 
for qualifications in 2021, Eduqas confirms the decision does not impact Eduqas GCSE, AS and 

A level qualifications, as these are regulated by Ofqual 

 (10/11/2020) DfE blog Exams 2021: your questions answered edited on 10 November to reflect 

the decision to cancel exams in Wales next year 

 (05/11/2020) Ofqual’s Chief Regulator responds to the Secretary of State’s letter of 12 October 

2020 

 (05/11/2020) Ofqual publishes consultation outcome: Conditions and requirements for the 

assessment of MFL GCSEs in 2021 and news story 

 (29/10/2020) Ofqual publishes Official Statistics Entries for GCSE: autumn 2020 exam series 

 (16/10/2020) Ofqual updates Extraordinary regulatory framework: General Qualifications, 

COVID-19 Conditions and Requirements by adding a notice on 16 October 2020 to ensure, non-
exam assessment for the summer 2021 series can take place in all relevant GCSE, AS and A 

level subjects (this would otherwise be prohibited by Condition GQCov2), and awarding 
organisations can, but do not have to, offer assessment opportunities for Advanced Extension 

Awards and Extended Project Qualifications as part of the autumn 2020 series. 

 
 (15/10/2020)  JCQ, on behalf of the awarding bodies (AQA, CCEA, OCR, Pearson and WJEC), is 

consulting with stakeholders on the GCE AS, A level and GCSE Summer 2021 provisional 

Common Timetable. Comments should be sent to centresupport@jcq.org.uk by 30 October 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/student-level-equalities-analyses-for-gcse-and-a-level
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/analysis-of-level-3-and-level-4-vtqs-in-spring-and-summer-2020
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/entries-for-gcse-november-2020-exam-series
https://www.wjec.co.uk/articles/qualifications-wales-confirms-january-gcse-unit-exams-will-be-cancelled/
https://www.qualificationswales.org/english/news/qualifications-wales-makes-decision-on-non-examination-assessments-and-january-exams/
https://www.wjec.co.uk/articles/wjec-welcomes-nea-announcement/
https://www.qualificationswales.org/english/news/qualifications-wales-makes-decision-on-non-examination-assessments-and-january-exams/
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/entries-and-late-entries-for-gcse-as-and-a-level-2019-to-2020-academic-year
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/entries-and-late-entries-for-gcse-as-and-a-level-2019-to-2020-academic-year
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/vocational-and-other-qualifications-quarterly-july-to-september-2020
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/vocational-and-other-qualifications-quarterly-july-to-september-2020
https://www.jcq.org.uk/exams-office/post-results-services/
https://www.jcq.org.uk/exams-office/post-results-services/
https://www.jcq.org.uk/exams-office/appeals/
https://www.jcq.org.uk/june-2021-gcse-gce-as-and-a-level-timetables/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/letter-from-glenys-stacey-to-gavin-williamson-13-november-2020
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/letter-from-glenys-stacey-to-gavin-williamson-13-november-2020
https://www.jcq.org.uk/exams-office/key-dates-and-timetables/
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/interactive-gcse-and-a-level-data-visualisations-updated
https://gov.wales/wales-approach-qualifications-2021-confirmed-education-minister-kirsty-williams
https://www.eduqas.co.uk/articles/summer-2021-assessments-for-centres-in-england/
https://dfemedia.blog.gov.uk/2020/10/13/delay-to-2021-exams-your-questions-answered/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/letter-from-glenys-stacey-to-gavin-willamson-5-november-2020
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/letter-from-glenys-stacey-to-gavin-willamson-5-november-2020
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/conditions-and-requirements-for-the-assessment-of-mfl-gcses-in-2021
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/conditions-and-requirements-for-the-assessment-of-mfl-gcses-in-2021
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/gcse-mfl-spoken-language-assessment-criteria-and-approach
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/entries-for-gcse-autumn-2020-exam-series
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/extraordinary-regulatory-framework-general-qualifications-covid-19-conditions-and-requirements
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/extraordinary-regulatory-framework-general-qualifications-covid-19-conditions-and-requirements
https://www.jcq.org.uk/provisional-gce,-as,-a-level-and-gcse-summer-2021-timetable/
https://www.jcq.org.uk/provisional-gce,-as,-a-level-and-gcse-summer-2021-timetable/
https://www.jcq.org.uk/provisional-gce,-as,-a-level-and-gcse-summer-2021-timetable/
mailto:centresupport@jcq.org.uk
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 (15/10/2020) JCQ publishes June 2021 Amended Provisional Timetable 

 

 (12/10/2020) Ofqual launches open consultation Conditions and requirements for the 
assessment of MFL GCSEs in 2021 and publishes news story MFL 2021 - technical consultation 

on implementing confirmed changes 
 
 (12/10/2020) JCQ news release Ensuring the successful delivery of qualifications in 2020-21 

 

 (12/10/2020) Summer 2021 announcements – highlights include: 

o The exam series will start on 7 June and end on 2 July for almost all AS/A levels and 
GCSEs 

o One maths and one English GCSE exam will be held just before the May half-term 
(giving any Year 11 pupils who are affected by Covid-19 the best possible chance of still 

sitting a paper in each of these core subjects) 

o Results days are confirmed as Tuesday 24 August for A/AS levels and Friday 27 
August for GCSEs 

o JCQ will shortly be consulting with stakeholders on their proposed timetable  

 
 (12/10/2020) Ofqual publishes: 

o Consultation outcome Consultation on the arrangements for the assessment and 
awarding of vocational, technical and other general qualifications in 2020 to 2021 

o Regulation Extraordinary regulatory framework: VTQ, Covid-19 Conditions and 

Requirements –This document sets out our regulatory requirements for awarding 
organisations offering vocational and technical qualifications during the Coronavirus 

(COVID-19) pandemic 
o Guidance Arrangements for the assessment and awarding of Vocational and Technical 

Qualifications and Other General Qualifications in 2020/2021 Advice for teachers, 

trainers and tutors; learners, parents and carers; employers and professional bodies on 
vocational and technical qualifications, and other general qualifications 

o News story Vocational and technical qualification assessments in 2021 – regulatory 

arrangements on adapting vocational and technical qualifications and assessments in 
2021 

 
 (12/10/2020) DfE announces Students to be given more time to prepare for 2021 

exams and Ofqual welcomes DfE announcement on 2021 exams 

 

 (01/10/2020) Ofqual publishes official statistics on the number of Entries for AS and A level: 
autumn 2020 exam series in England 

 

 (01/10/2020) Ofqual updates Exam system contingency plan: England, Wales and Northern 

Ireland to include links to coronavirus (COVID-19) related contingency, health and support 
pages published by the Department for Education, Welsh Government and government in 

Northern Ireland. We have not however, updated this document in other ways as the overall 
ethos still applies. You will need to make sure you are aware of your specific responsibilities for 

local and national school preparations and contingencies and advice from relevant public health 

bodies. 
 

 (29/09/2020) DfE updates guidance Responsibility for autumn exams with information on public 

health arrangements for autumn exams to include information on autumn exam contingencies, 
candidate health and reasonable adjustments 

 

 (29/09/2020) A new post, Exams and assessments in 2021 has  been published on the 

Education in the Media Blog  
 

 (22/09/2020) Ofqual releases Joint statement from AoC, AELP, HOLEX, FAB, JCQ and Ofqual on 

VTQs Ofqual has jointly released a statement with several organisations involved in 

assessments, committing to work together and streamline communications 
 

 (21/09/2020) Ofqual updates guidance Terms of reference for exam procedure reviews – 

summer 2020 qualifications 
 

https://www.jcq.org.uk/exams-office/key-dates-and-timetables/
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/conditions-and-requirements-for-the-assessment-of-mfl-gcses-in-2021
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/conditions-and-requirements-for-the-assessment-of-mfl-gcses-in-2021
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/mfl-2021-technical-consultation-on-implementing-confirmed-changes
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/mfl-2021-technical-consultation-on-implementing-confirmed-changes
https://www.jcq.org.uk/ensuring-the-successful-delivery-of-qualifications-in-2020-21/
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/consultation-on-the-arrangements-for-the-assessment-and-awarding-of-vocational-technical-and-other-general-qualifications-in-2020-to-2021
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/consultation-on-the-arrangements-for-the-assessment-and-awarding-of-vocational-technical-and-other-general-qualifications-in-2020-to-2021
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/extraordinary-regulatory-framework-vtq-covid-19-conditions-and-requirements
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/extraordinary-regulatory-framework-vtq-covid-19-conditions-and-requirements
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/arrangements-for-the-assessment-and-awarding-of-vocational-and-technical-qualifications-and-other-general-qualifications-in-20202021
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/arrangements-for-the-assessment-and-awarding-of-vocational-and-technical-qualifications-and-other-general-qualifications-in-20202021
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/vocational-and-technical-qualification-assessments-in-2021--2
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/students-to-be-given-more-time-to-prepare-for-2021-exams
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/students-to-be-given-more-time-to-prepare-for-2021-exams
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/ofqual-welcomes-dfe-announcement-on-2021-exams
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/entries-for-as-and-a-level-autumn-2020-exam-series
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/entries-for-as-and-a-level-autumn-2020-exam-series
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/exam-system-contingency-plan-england-wales-and-northern-ireland/what-schools-and-colleges-should-do-if-exams-or-other-assessments-are-seriously-disrupted
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/exam-system-contingency-plan-england-wales-and-northern-ireland/what-schools-and-colleges-should-do-if-exams-or-other-assessments-are-seriously-disrupted
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/responsibility-for-autumn-gcse-as-and-a-level-exam-series
https://dfemedia.blog.gov.uk/2020/09/29/exams-and-assessments-in-2021/
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/joint-statement-from-aoc-aelp-holex-fab-jcq-and-ofqual-on-vtqs
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/joint-statement-from-aoc-aelp-holex-fab-jcq-and-ofqual-on-vtqs
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/casework-process-and-terms-of-reference-for-exam-procedure-reviews
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/casework-process-and-terms-of-reference-for-exam-procedure-reviews
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 (updated 18/09/2020) DfE updates Public health arrangements for autumn exams This 
guidance sets out public health arrangements that schools, colleges and other exam centres 

should implement when delivering exams in autumn 2020 to enable them to progress in a 
coronavirus (COVID-19) secure way 

 
 (10/09/2020) JCQ releases GCE A level, AS and GCSE summer 2020 results tables 

 (07/09/2020) DfE publishes guidance on the DfE exam support service: autumn exam fees, 

sites and invigilators 

 (07/09/2020) Ofqual launches Consultation on the arrangements for the assessment and 

awarding of vocational, technical and other general qualifications in 2020 to 2021 on 

the proposals for extending the extraordinary regulatory framework 

 (07/09/2020) Ofqual confirms decisions following consultation on arrangements for vocational 
and technical qualification assessments in 2021 - Vocational and technical qualification 

assessments in 2021 

 (07/09/2020) Check JCQ publications updated for 2020/21 here 

 (03/09/2020) JCQ publishes Supplementary appeals documentation - Centre error appeals – 

additional guidance for heads of centre, senior leaders and teaching staff 

 (02/09/2020) Ofqual issues Written statement from Chair of Ofqual to the Education Select 

Committee on this year’s GCSE, AS, A level, extended project and advanced extension award 

qualification results 

 28/08/2020) DfE publishes new contingency planning guidance for education settings in local 

lockdown areas – All possible measures to be taken before schools and colleges close and 

updates Guidance for full opening: schools 
 

 (28/08/2020) Ofqual updates VTQ awarding organisation appeals and complaints links to 

reflect latest awarding organisation links 
 

 (27/08/2020) DfE updates guidance Taking exams during the coronavirus (COVID-19) 

outbreak with information on the awarding of grades and autumn exams in 2020 and exams in 
summer 2021 

 

 (27/08/2020) DfE updates guidance Responsibility for autumn exams – updated key points and 
background sections. This guidance includes the following: 

 
We expect schools and colleges to pay fees for all students who were due to sit exams in the 

summer, rather than passing the cost on to students or their families. 

 
‘Schools and colleges’ in this guidance refers to: 

o state-funded schools 
o further education, sixth form and tertiary colleges 

o independent training providers 

o independent schools 
o private exam centres 

 
‘Autumn exams’ refers to the additional GCSE, AS and A level and Vocational and Technical 

Qualifications (VTQs) which are being held following the cancellation of exams and assessments 

in the summer. It includes the additional VTQs which will be held in the 2021 spring term. 
 

 (26/08/2020) Ofqual issues Summary guidance on appeals for GCSE, AS and A level: summer 

2020 providing a summary of the information on appeals, malpractice and maladministration 
complaints that Ofqual has previously published 

 
 (25/08/2020) Ofqual announces interim leadership arrangements 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/responsibility-for-autumn-gcse-as-and-a-level-exam-series/public-health-arrangements-for-autumn-exams
https://www.jcq.org.uk/examination-results/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/responsibility-for-autumn-gcse-as-and-a-level-exam-series/dfe-exam-support-service-autumn-exam-fees-sites-and-invigilators
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/responsibility-for-autumn-gcse-as-and-a-level-exam-series/dfe-exam-support-service-autumn-exam-fees-sites-and-invigilators
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/consultation-on-the-arrangements-for-the-assessment-and-awarding-of-vocational-technical-and-other-general-qualifications-in-2020-to-2021
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/consultation-on-the-arrangements-for-the-assessment-and-awarding-of-vocational-technical-and-other-general-qualifications-in-2020-to-2021
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/vocational-and-technical-qualification-assessments-in-2021
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/vocational-and-technical-qualification-assessments-in-2021
https://www.theexamsoffice.org/key-organisations/jcq/
https://www.jcq.org.uk/exams-office/appeals/
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/written-statement-from-chair-of-ofqual-to-the-education-select-committee
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/written-statement-from-chair-of-ofqual-to-the-education-select-committee
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/all-possible-measures-to-be-taken-before-schools-and-colleges-close?utm_source=3dd2873e-0959-437f-a02c-413c81755059&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_content=daily
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-schools-during-the-coronavirus-outbreak/guidance-for-full-opening-schools
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/awarding-organisation-appeals-and-complaints-links#history
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-cancellation-of-gcses-as-and-a-levels-in-2020?utm_source=7bf9936a-7fe8-4e92-8398-a2fce61bf35c&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_content=daily
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-cancellation-of-gcses-as-and-a-levels-in-2020?utm_source=7bf9936a-7fe8-4e92-8398-a2fce61bf35c&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_content=daily
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/responsibility-for-autumn-gcse-as-and-a-level-exam-series#history
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/summary-guidance-on-appeals-for-gcse-as-and-a-level-summer-2020
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/summary-guidance-on-appeals-for-gcse-as-and-a-level-summer-2020
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/ofqual-announces-interim-leadership-arrangements
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 (21/08/2020) DfE publishes guidance Summer GCSE, AS and A level results 2020: information 

for students providing frequently asked questions for students receiving GCSE, AS and A level 

awards, and other qualifications in summer 2020 

 (21/08/2020) The Exams Office further updates Summer 2020 Results and Appeals process 
template 

 
 (20/08/2020) JCQ news release JCQ 2020 results data tables statement 

 

 (20/08/2020) Ofqual reorders guidance into a collection – Vocational and technical 
qualifications awarding, 2020 containing publications relating to the awarding of vocational and 

technical qualifications in the academic year 2019 to 2020 

 
 (20/08/2020) The Exams Office again updates Summer 2020 Results and Appeals process 

template 
 

 (20/08/2020)  Ofqual publication Awarding qualifications in summer 2020 WAS WITHDRAWN 

ON 20 AUGUST 2020. The guidance published on this page, relating to the awarding and 
appeals processes for GCSE, AS and A level in summer 2020, was published before the decision 

made on 17 August 2020 to award centre assessment grades and may not apply to this 
summer’s qualification results. For information on the appeals process, please refer to: 

gov.uk/your-results-what-next  

 
 (20/08/2020) Ofqual publishes: 

o Guide to results 

o Requirements for the calculation of results in summer 2020 

o Results tables for GCSE, AS and A level results in England 2020 

o National Reference Test statement, digest and infographic 

o Updated National Reference Test document collection 

o Changes to awarding of GCSE, AS and A level: guide for teachers, students, parents and 

carers Guidance for teachers, students, parents and carers following a decision to issue 

results using centre assessment grades or calculated results where higher 

 (19/08/2020) The Exams Office updates Summer 2020 Results and Appeals process template 
 

 (19/08/2020) Pearson issues Update on BTEC grading asking schools and colleges not to issue 

any BTEC L1 and L2 results on 20th August as these will be reviewed and where appropriate, 
regraded  
 

 (19/08/2020) Ofqual updates Student guide to post-16 qualification results: summer 2020 and 

updates Student guide to appeals, malpractice & maladministration complaints: summer 2020 
to reflect changes, announced on 17 August, to the way grades have been awarded  
 

 (19/08/2020)  Ofqual issues Statement on grading vocational and technical qualifications this 

summer an update on issuing results for VTQs tomorrow 
 

 (19/08/2020) JCQ confirms Exam centres to receive revised AS and A level grades throughout 

today – centres in England and Wales throughout today and tomorrow in Northern Ireland 
 

 (17/08/2020 updated 18/08/2020) DfE announces GCSE and A level students to receive centre 
assessment grades 
 

 (18/08/2020) JCQ news release Exam centres to receive 2020 GCSE results as planned 
 

 (18/08/2020) Ofqual issues statement on grading of VTQs, 18 August 2020 confirming the 
statistical standardisation approach used in A levels and GCSEs was not used in most vocational 

and technical qualifications, including BTECs 
 

 (18/08/2020) The Exams Office urges all exams officers to look out for very important 

information relating to the release of GCSE results which will be published later this 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/summer-gcse-as-and-a-level-results-2020-information-for-students
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/summer-gcse-as-and-a-level-results-2020-information-for-students
https://www.theexamsoffice.org/key-documents/results-post-results/
https://www.theexamsoffice.org/key-documents/results-post-results/
https://www.jcq.org.uk/jcq-2020-results-data-tables-statement/
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/vocational-and-technical-qualifications-awarding-2020?utm_source=e18c8354-56fb-4169-8390-d78ed2ef7def&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_content=immediate
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/vocational-and-technical-qualifications-awarding-2020?utm_source=e18c8354-56fb-4169-8390-d78ed2ef7def&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_content=immediate
https://www.theexamsoffice.org/key-documents/results-post-results/
https://www.theexamsoffice.org/key-documents/results-post-results/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/awarding-qualifications-in-summer-2020
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/your-results-what-next
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/guide-to-gcse-results-for-england-2020
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/requirements-for-the-calculation-of-results-in-summer-2020
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/results-tables-for-gcse-as-and-a-level-results-in-england-2020
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-national-reference-test-in-2020
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/national-reference-test-information
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/changes-to-awarding-of-gcse-as-and-a-level-guide-for-teachers-student-parents-carers-summer-2020
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/changes-to-awarding-of-gcse-as-and-a-level-guide-for-teachers-student-parents-carers-summer-2020
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afternoon. We will add this information to our social media platforms and website, but please 
also keep abreast of Ofqual and JCQ updates. 
 

 (17/08/2020) DfE announces GCSE and A level students to receive centre assessment grades 
 

 (17/08/2020) Ofqual issues Grading of vocational and technical qualifications confirming for 
the small number of qualifications that have used a statistical standardisation approach similar 

to the Ofqual model for A levels and GCSEs, Ofqual have asked awarding organisations to 
review their approach. This is likely to mean a small proportion of VTQ results will be reissued. 

 

 (17/08/2020) Ofqual issues Statement from Roger Taylor, Chair, Ofqual confirming that 

students will be awarded their centre assessment grades for this summer – that is, the grade 
their school or college estimated was the grade they would most likely have achieved in their 

exam – or the moderated grade, whichever is higher. 
 

 (16/08/2020) The Exams Office publishes for members – Autumn 2020 deadlines for entries, 
fees and charges template  

 

 (15/08/2020) Ofqual Statement on our earlier announcement, 15 August 2020 
 

 (15/08/2020) Exam appeals: The Rt Hon Nick Gibb MP writes to all headteachers and college 
principals Minister of State for School Standards Nick Gibb writes to all headteachers and 

college principals about A and AS level and GCSE results 
 

 (15/08/2020) Ofqual issues Appeals based on mock exams setting out the criteria for what will 

determine a ‘valid’ mock for appeals of GCSE, AS and A levels in England, summer 2020 This 

policy is being reviewed and has been removed from this link  
 

 (15/08/2020) The Exams Office updates Summer 2020 Results and Appeals process template 
 

 (15/08/2020) DfE issues press release Reassurance for schools and students on result 

appeals confirming that state funded schools and colleges will also be able to claim back 
unsuccessful appeal costs at the same time as claiming back fees for autumn exams 

 

 (14/08/2020)  JCQ 2020/21 publications added to the JCQ website 
 

 (14/08/2020) Ofqual updates Student guide to post-16 qualification results: summer 

2020 (updated page 12 on appeals to clarify that grades will not go down as the result of an 
appeal) Student guide to appeals and malpractice or maladministration complaints: summer 

2020 (updated to reflect that grades will not go down as the result of an appeal) 
 

 (13/08/2020) JCQ issues A level results press releases 2020 

 
 (13/08/2020) Ofqual publishes Guide to AS and A level results for England, 2020 summarising 

a series of documents that have been published/updated today. A summary of the latest Ofqual 
documents is also available here  

 

 (12/08/2020) DfE updates guidance Responsibility for autumn exams setting out the support 
that DfE is providing for autumn exams through the DfE Exam Support Service. The DfE Exam 

Support Service will provide support for schools and colleges to run autumn exams. 

The DfE Exam Support Service covers: fees charged by awarding organisations, sites and 
invigilation. The service will launch at the beginning of the autumn term, alongside guidance on 

how to use it. 
 

 (12/08/2020) JCQ publishes Key dates in the examination cycle, 2020/2021 (June 2020 and 

November 2020 examination series) and Supplementary Appeals Information – June 2020 
series (regarding candidate consent and grade protection) 

 
 (12/08/2020) Ofqual issues Response to the Secretary of State’s announcement of 12 August 

2020 and are working urgently to operationalise that evidence from valid mock exams can be 
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considered as part of an appeal and to determine what standards of evidence will be required 
for the appeal. More detail will be provided early next week. 

 
 (12/08/2020) DfE issues press release Triple lock for students ahead of A level and GCSE 

results which includes the announcement of a support package to help with the costs 

associated with running exams in the autumn series including booking venues, sourcing 
invigilators, and meeting the cost of autumn exam fees if they exceed summer fee 

rebates…  funding will be demand-led and driven by the number of students who choose to sit 

exams 
 

 (11/08/2020) The Exams Office updates the AQA, OCR, Pearson and WJEC/EDUQAS sections 
on this page to link to summer 2020 results, appeals and autumn 2020 series information 

 

 (11/08/2020) Ofqual publishes Arrangements for the assessment and awarding of Vocational 
and Technical Qualifications and Other General Qualifications in 2020 to 2021 

 
 (10/08/2020) Ofqual News story Response to media coverage about results in Scotland 

 

 (10/08/2020) Ofqual publishes Awarding organisation appeals and complaints links A list of 
Ofqual-regulated awarding organisations and links to their various complaints policies 

 
 (10/08/2020) JCQ publishes Candidate consent form – June 2020 Appeals and infographic JCQ 

decision tree 2020 

 

 (07/08/2020) Ofqual News story Response to TES story about centre assessment grades 
 
 (07/08/2020) The Exams Office updates Summer 2020 Results and Appeals process template 

 

 (07/08/2020) JCQ explainer infographic released – Results 2020: How appeals work – AEA, 

Extended Project, GCS AS, GCE A Level and GCSE Qualifications and JCQ Appeals Booklet 
2020 (A guide to the awarding bodies’ appeals processes June 2020 examination series) 

published 
 

 (06/08/2020) Ofqual publishes Appeal arrangements for AS, A levels and GCSEs, Student 

guide to appeals and malpractice or maladministration complaints: summer 2020 and 

updates Student guide to post-16 qualification results: summer 2020 
 

 (06/08/2020) Ofqual publishes consultation outcome decisions Extraordinary regulatory 

framework, General Qualifications COVID-19: Guidance 
 

 (updated 03/08/2020) The Exams Office article – Student data – Sharing grades and rankings 
 

 (03/08/2020) Ofqual publishes Consultation decisions – proposed changes to the assessment 

of GCSEs, AS and A levels in 2021 
 

 (03/08/2020) Ofqual launches Consultation on the assessment and awarding of Vocational, 

Technical and other General Qualifications in 2020 to 2021 
 

 (30/07/2020) As part of the Awarding qualifications in summer 2020 suite of guidance 

documents and resources Ofqual publishes Awarding organisation results information detailing 

the method or tool each will use to provide results to centres 
 

 (28/07/2020) Ofqual updates Student guide to post-16 qualification results: summer 

2020 (Added BSL signed version of the guide) 
 

 (28/07/2020) JCQ publishes Vocational and Technical Qualifications Results Days 2020 (dated 
23/07/2020) 

 

 (28/07/2020) The Exams Office publishes for members – Autumn 2020 guide to preparing for 

entries 
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https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/consultation-on-statutory-guidance-in-relation-to-the-gqcovid-regulatory-framework?utm_source=ab9a914e-6c04-4839-b0d0-d647d8775db0&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_content=immediate
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 (27/07/2020) The Exams Office updates – Summer 2020 guide to preparing for results 
day(s) (Deadline for appeals added) 

 
 (27/07/2020) Ofqual publishes a student guide for those receiving qualification results in 

England this summer. This guide is to help students and their parents/carers understand how 

results have been awarded this year and where to find more information.  
 

Ofqual has also written a letter to all schools and colleges ahead of results, asking them to 

share the student guide with students and their parents/carers. The letter to centres gives 
information about the statistical standardisation process for GCSEs, AS and A levels and 

signposts our resources for more information. The letter also outlines the approach to 
vocational and technical qualifications, gives information about sharing centre assessment 

grades, appeals, progression and the autumn series.  

 
Both the student guide and the letter to centres can be found here or you can direct students to 

the following web address: https://www.gov.uk/guidance/your-results-what-next. Ofqual is 
keen that as many students as possible are aware of the guide and will be publicising it through 

a social media campaign. 

 
Further to the summer symposium last week, Ofqual has updated the guidance 

document Summer 2020 grades for GCSE, AS and A level, Extended Project Qualification and 
Advanced Extension Award in maths with an expanded section on the standardisation model. It 

also contains additional information in relation to subject access requests and the sharing of 

centre assessment grades and/or rank order information with students after results are 
released. 

 

 (24/07/2020) JCQ publishes a video A Guide to Exam Awarding 2020 
 

 (23/07/2020) The Exams Office publishes an article – Considering health and safety during 
the conducting of examinations 

 

 (21/07/2020) Ofqual publishes  a fact sheet and film which provide more detail about how 
GCSE, AS and A level grades will be standardised this summer. This has been added to the 

collection of information and guidance documents within Awarding qualifications in summer 
2020 
 

 (19/07/2020) Ofqual launches Teacher Survey: Centre Assessment  Grades this summer 

 

 (updated 17/07/2020) The Exams Office 7th July article – Student data – Sharing grades and 

rankings 

 
 (15/07/2020) The Exams Office updates – Summer 2020 guide to preparing for results 

day(s) and Summer 2020 Results and Appeals process template 

 
 (15/07/2020) JCQ publishes RESULTS DAYS – Centre guidance – what results mean and next 

steps   
 

 (updated 14/07/2020) The Exams Office 7th July article – Student data – Sharing grades and 

rankings 
 

 (13/07/2020) DfE updates and renames exams and assessments guidance Taking exams 

during the coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak  
 

 (10/07/2020 UPDATED AT 15:00HRS) The Exams Office publishes for members – Summer 
2020 Results and Appeals process template 

 

 (updated 10/07/2020) The Exams Office 7th July article – Student data – Sharing grades and 
rankings 
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 (10/07/2020) The Exams Office – Summer 2020 awarding – Key documents update – emailed 
to members 

 
 (09/07/2020) JCQ announces examination dates for the autumn 2020 series 

 

 (08/07/2020) The Exams Office publishes for members – Summer 2020 guide to preparing for 
results day(s) 

 

 (07/07/2020) JCQ publishes GCSE, AS, A levels and VQs 2020: How it works and A Thank You 
from JCQ 

 
 (07/07/2020) JCQ launches JCQ Teachers Survey Summer 2020 

 

 (updated 07/07/2020) The Exams Office article – Sharing examination results with third 
parties and parents 

 
 (updated 07/07/2020) The Exams Office article – Student data – Sharing grades and rankings 

 

 (02/07/2020) Ofqual launches open consultation Proposed changes to the assessment of 
GCSEs, AS and A levels in 2021 and encourages those with subject interest to take part 

and Ofqual publishes VTQ position paper – operation and regulation for 2020/21 
 

 (01/07/2020) The Exams Office publishes a further July article – Student data – Sharing 

grades and rankings 
 

 (30/06/2020) The Exams Office update July 2020 emailed to members 

 
 (30/06/2020) The Exams Office update 5: Summary of Ofqual information Summer 2020 

awarding update issued 
 

 (30/06/2020) Ofqual publishes Decisions on an additional GCSE, AS and A level exam series in 

autumn 2020 and more details on appeals and confirms autumn exam arrangements 
 

 (30/06/2020) Ofqual launches Consultation on statutory guidance in relation to the GQCovid 
regulatory framework and encourages those with a specialist interest to take part 

 

 (29/06/2020) The Exams Office publishes July monthly update 
 

 (23/06/2020) The Exams Office publishes July article – Summer 2020 awarding – Preparing 

for results day(s) and appeals 
 

 (22/06/2020)  JCQ launches new website 
 

 (18/06/2020) Ofqual publishes open Letter to Heads of Centre – Awarding results in vocational 

and technical qualifications in summer 2020 (added to the Awarding qualifications in summer 
2020 guidance page) 

 
 (17/06/2020) The Exams Office update – The National Association of Examinations Officers 

(NAEO) –  emailed to members 

 
 (16/06/2020) Ofqual updates Awarding qualifications in summer 2020 guidance page 

and Exceptional arrangements for exam grading and assessment in 2020 consultation page as 

follows:  

Private candidate policy update and Update on summer 2020 GCSEs, AS and A level grades for 

students in year 10 and below and for private candidates moved to Exceptional arrangements 
for exam grading and assessment in 2020. Guidance for teachers, students, parents and carers: 

Summer 2020 results for vocational, technical and other qualifications removed. Superseded 

by Summer 2020 results for vocational, technical and other qualifications. 

 (12/06/2020) Ofqual publishes open Letter to Heads of Centre – general qualifications Summer 

2020 arrangements Awarding calculated grades: GCSEs, AS and A levels summer 2020  
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https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/consultation-on-an-additional-gcse-as-and-a-level-exam-series-in-autumn-2020?utm_source=81d4182c-089e-4af7-a534-c554d037260d&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_content=immediate
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/consultation-on-an-additional-gcse-as-and-a-level-exam-series-in-autumn-2020?utm_source=81d4182c-089e-4af7-a534-c554d037260d&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_content=immediate
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/ofqual-publishes-more-details-on-appeals-and-confirms-autumn-exam-arrangements?utm_source=51e5ef70-80b9-4d4b-b308-ebee53136c9b&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_content=immediate
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/consultation-on-statutory-guidance-in-relation-to-the-gqcovid-regulatory-framework?utm_source=ab9a914e-6c04-4839-b0d0-d647d8775db0&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_content=immediate
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/consultation-on-statutory-guidance-in-relation-to-the-gqcovid-regulatory-framework?utm_source=ab9a914e-6c04-4839-b0d0-d647d8775db0&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_content=immediate
https://www.theexamsoffice.org/monthly-update/
https://www.theexamsoffice.org/exams-office-articles/
https://www.theexamsoffice.org/exams-office-articles/
https://jcq.org.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/awarding-qualifications-in-summer-2020/letter-to-heads-of-centre-awarding-results-in-vocational-and-technical-qualifications-in-summer-2020
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/awarding-qualifications-in-summer-2020/letter-to-heads-of-centre-awarding-results-in-vocational-and-technical-qualifications-in-summer-2020
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/awarding-qualifications-in-summer-2020?utm_source=1a7536ef-e39c-432b-886a-3b0c4620efb8&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_content=immediate
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/awarding-qualifications-in-summer-2020?utm_source=1a7536ef-e39c-432b-886a-3b0c4620efb8&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_content=immediate
https://www.theexamsoffice.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/Members-update-NAEO-17-06-20.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/awarding-qualifications-in-summer-2020?utm_source=1a7536ef-e39c-432b-886a-3b0c4620efb8&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_content=immediate
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/exceptional-arrangements-for-exam-grading-and-assessment-in-2020
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/awarding-qualifications-in-summer-2020/letter-to-heads-of-centre-summer-2020-arrangements
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/awarding-qualifications-in-summer-2020/letter-to-heads-of-centre-summer-2020-arrangements
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“…I would like to take this opportunity to thank you, teachers and exams officers for the role 

everyone has played in making these judgements objectively and fairly for all students and in 

submitting them to the exam boards on time…”                                                                            

Sally Collier, Chief Regulator 

 

 (03/06/2020) The Exams Office update June 2020 emailed to members 
 

 (26/05/2020) June monthly update – Message to our Members: Submitting centre assessment 

grades 
 

 (26/05/2020) JCQ publishes Guidance for centres with entries split across awarding bodies for 

the same subject – summer 2020 
 

 (22/05/2020) The Exams Office update 4: Summary of Ofqual information Summer 2020 
awarding update issued 

 

 (22/05/2020) JCQ publishes Guidance on malpractice for summer awarding 2020 
 

 (19/05/2020 updated 31/05/2020)  How to submit centre assessment grades and rank 
orders. Example links to gather information 

include: AQA, OCR, Pearson, WJEC and Eduqas (Links correct as at 05/06/2020 – remember to 

check with your awarding bodies for the latest updates and any available online 
training events that may be offered) 

 

 (07/05/2020 updated 31/05/2020) When to submit centre assessment grades and rank orders. 
We appreciate that exams officers and their centres have questions about submitting centre 

assessment grades and rank orders. Gather information provided by awarding bodies on the 
window for submitting these. Example links to gather information include: AQA Key dates for 

summer 2020; OCR Summer 2020 key dates timeline; Pearson Key dates and deadlines for 

General Qualifications and Assessment timeline for Vocational qualifications; Eduqas Centre 
assessment grades (Links correct as at 05/06/2020 – remember to check with your awarding 

bodies for the latest updates) 
 

 (22/05/2020) Ofqual publishes a statement, analysis and decisions in response to their 

consultation on exceptional arrangements for awarding GCSEs, AS, A levels, Extended Project 
Qualification and Advanced Extension Award in maths 

 
o Ofqual publishes an infographic on the process for awarding GCSEs, AS and A levels 

summer 2020 and update their information for students and schools and colleges films 

 
o Ofqual launches an autumn series consultation closing on 8 June. The Exams 

Office encourages relevant staff in member centres to respond; updated their Guidance 

for teachers, students, parents and carers document and Information for Heads of 
Centre, Heads of Department and teachers on the submission of Centre assessment 

grades document 
 

o Ofqual publishes the consultation decisions on the assessment and grading of vocational, 

technical and other general qualifications 
 

 (06/05/2020) The Exams Office update May 2020 emailed to members 
 

 (05/05/2020) Ofqual publishes an Update on summer 2020 GCSEs, AS and A level grades for 

students in year 10 and below and for private candidates here 
 

 (30/04/2020) The Exams Office May monthly update – Message to our 

Members: Representing the exams officer community 
 

 (30/04/2020) JCQ publishes Supplementary information on validation of evidence by centres 
for private candidates here and Ofqual publish a Private candidate policy update here 

 

https://www.theexamsoffice.org/monthly-update/
https://www.theexamsoffice.org/monthly-update/
http://www.jcq.org.uk/media-centre/news-releases/guidance-for-centres-with
http://www.jcq.org.uk/media-centre/news-releases/guidance-for-centres-with
https://www.theexamsoffice.org/exams-office-articles/
https://www.theexamsoffice.org/exams-office-articles/
https://www.jcq.org.uk/exams-office/malpractice
https://www.aqa.org.uk/coronavirus/how-grades-will-be-awarded-without-exams/submitting-grades-and-rank-orders
https://www.ocr.org.uk/supporting-you-during-coronavirus/grade-submission-system/
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/campaigns/pearson-covid-19/submitting-centre-assessment-grades-and-rank-order.html
https://www.wjec.co.uk/articles/coronavirus-update-centre-assessment-grades/
https://www.eduqas.co.uk/articles/coronavirus-update-centre-assessment-grades/
https://www.aqa.org.uk/coronavirus/key-dates-for-summer-2020
https://www.aqa.org.uk/coronavirus/key-dates-for-summer-2020
https://www.ocr.org.uk/supporting-you-during-coronavirus/teachers/#key-dates
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/campaigns/pearson-covid-19/timeline-of-key-dates-and-deadlines.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/campaigns/pearson-covid-19/timeline-of-key-dates-and-deadlines.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/campaigns/assessment-and-grading-in-2020.html
https://www.eduqas.co.uk/articles/coronavirus-update-centre-assessment-grades/?fbclid=IwAR3IZDlCXBs8opf4kwaxe-mUFvtDjvxd8UpDNBNqofhrIIApZPWUE5k61jw
https://www.eduqas.co.uk/articles/coronavirus-update-centre-assessment-grades/?fbclid=IwAR3IZDlCXBs8opf4kwaxe-mUFvtDjvxd8UpDNBNqofhrIIApZPWUE5k61jw
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/ofqual-gcse-and-a-level-consultation-outcomes-and-autumn-exam-series-proposals
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/886555/Analysis_of_consultation_responses_21MAY2020.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/887048/Summer_2020_Awarding_GCSEs_A_levels_-_Consultation_decisions_22MAY2020.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/887041/6614-4_Infographic_-_Process_for_awarding_GCSEs__AS_and_A_levels_summer_2020.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/887041/6614-4_Infographic_-_Process_for_awarding_GCSEs__AS_and_A_levels_summer_2020.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fRTyGmUJIrw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=guWxM1Z2sx8
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/consultation-on-an-additional-gcse-as-and-a-level-exam-series-in-autumn-2020
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/886978/6614-3_Summer_2020_grades_for_GCSE_AS_A_level_guidance_for_teachers_students_parents.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/886978/6614-3_Summer_2020_grades_for_GCSE_AS_A_level_guidance_for_teachers_students_parents.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/887018/Summer_2020_Awarding_GCSEs_A_levels_-_Info_for_Heads_of_Centre_22MAY2020.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/887018/Summer_2020_Awarding_GCSEs_A_levels_-_Info_for_Heads_of_Centre_22MAY2020.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/887018/Summer_2020_Awarding_GCSEs_A_levels_-_Info_for_Heads_of_Centre_22MAY2020.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/886949/VTQ_consultation_decisions_22MAY2020.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/ofqual-publishes-initial-decisions-on-gcse-and-a-level-grading-proposals-for-2020?fbclid=IwAR2tEfK_S5hb9MslJuDn1x0zCoCFCM8XCmVEndk22CEe-TpMEHOd81_Egx8
https://www.theexamsoffice.org/monthly-update/
https://www.jcq.org.uk/media-centre/news-releases/jcq-publishes-supplementary-information-on-validation-of-evidence
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/awarding-qualifications-in-summer-2020
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 (28/04/2020 updated 06/05/2020) JCQ publish an Update on the Summer Series 
2020 here which includes updates on when to submit Centre Assessment Grades and rank 

orders, special consideration and access arrangements, conflicts of interest, transferred 
candidates, private candidates, entries, malpractice and results days 

 

 (24/04/2020) Ofqual launches a consultation to seek views on the exceptional arrangements 
they have set out for awarding of vocational and technical qualifications, and general 

qualifications (other than GCSEs, AS and A levels). The consultation closed on 8 May 2020. 

 
 (20/04/2020) The Exams Office update 3: Summary of Ofqual information Summer 2020 

awarding issued 
 

 (17/04/2020) We appreciate that exams officers and their centres have questions about the 

normal April deadline(s) for withdrawing entries to be eligible for a refund of fees. We are aware 
that awarding bodies are currently directly emailing centres and/or updating information on 

their Coronavirus pages regarding withdrawals, deadlines and fees at this exceptional time 
 

 (16/04/2020) We are pleased that the Department for Education (DfE) has today confirmed 

that results for GCSEs and A/AS levels will be released on the same dates as originally planned 
– 20 August and 13 August respectively 

 
 (15/04/2020) Ofqual asks us to encourage our members to provide a response to the 

consultation on the summer 2020 awarding process. The consultation closed on 29 April 2020. 

 
 (06/04/2020) The Exams Office update April 2020 emailed to members 

 

 (03/04/2020) The Exams Office update 2: Summary of Ofqual information Summer 2020 
grading issued 

 
 (30/03/2020) April monthly update – Message to our Members: Grade awarding – summer 

2020 

 
 (24/03/2020) The Exams Office – Coronavirus update emailed to members 

 
 (23/03/2020) The Exams Office update 1: Statement issued 

 

 (20/03/2020) The Exams Office good practice update: Keep students (and parents/carers) 
informed by creating and updating an area on your centre website providing links to the latest 

information provided by the DfE, Ofqual, JCQ and the awarding bodies your centre works with 

 

http://www.jcq.org.uk/media-centre/news-releases/jcq-update-on-the-summer-series-2020
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/exceptional-arrangements-for-assessment-and-grading-in-2020
https://www.theexamsoffice.org/exams-office-articles/
https://www.theexamsoffice.org/exams-office-articles/
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/exceptional-arrangements-for-exam-grading-and-assessment-in-2020?fbclid=IwAR3ar82s3IT5QpAQ35coOgYft--FaGN-KEbmUFYXArxIR4LJ2aIwxVYdvkI
https://www.theexamsoffice.org/exams-office-articles/
https://www.theexamsoffice.org/exams-office-articles/
https://www.theexamsoffice.org/monthly-update/
https://www.theexamsoffice.org/monthly-update/
https://www.theexamsoffice.org/exams-office-articles/
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